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Carbon Emissions Report 2021/22 
Introduction 
Sevenoaks District Council has set out a clear ambition to be Net Zero by 2030. This 
means that we have pledged to reach net zero carbon emissions produced by the 
Council and our assets by 2030. 

This ambition was agreed by Full Council in November 2019, along with a number of 
actions that the Council was committed to in support of our Net Zero objectives. 

One of these actions is to report annually on our carbon emissions, so that we can 
measure our progress and the impact our actions are having on reducing these 
emissions.  We began to do this in 2019/2020 for the first time since 2011. 

We use the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy reporting guidance, 
which identifies Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions, as defined by the Greenhouse Gas 
Reporting Protocol.  We use the Local Government Association Greenhouse Gas 
reporting tool that enables us to benchmark where we are in relation to other similar 
councils.    

The calculations for the previous two years have focused on the Council’s Argyle Road 
offices and our depot at Dunbrik, including the fleet. This year we have also started to 
look at the emissions from our leisure centres in Edenbridge and Sevenoaks.  Our third 
leisure centre in White Oak, Swanley, is a new building and has only been open for two 
months of the 2021/2 reporting year; for this reason we have not included it this year, 
but will do in future years.   The Energy Performance Certificate for the new building 
rates it as A, which means it is highly energy efficient. 

During the past year we have reduced our carbon emissions.  This is due to the 
replacement of some of our Class 1 diesel vehicles with electric ones, and the reduction 
in journeys by the waste and recycling team which for several weeks last year had to go 
to the site at North Farm in Tunbridge Wells to deposit waste and recycling due to a fire 
at Dunbrik.    

Although not as many residents are working from home full time now, we are still 
collecting the same volume of waste and recycling as in the previous two years.    

We are aware that there is mounting evidence concerning what level of emissions there 
may be in Scope 3 categories in our supply chains. At present there is no commonly 
accepted means of calculating these as accurately as our own emissions. Some 
methodologies are resource intensive with a cost attached.  However, an increasing 
number of our suppliers also have their own Net Zero targets, and we hope to include 
this kind of data in the future. 
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Summary table of Council emissions 2021/22 
Dunbrik and Argyle Road only (buildings and fleet) 

 2019/20 
Tonnes (t) of 
C0₂ emissions 

2020/21 
Tonnes (t) of 
C0₂ emissions  

2021/22 
Tonnes (t) of 
C0₂ emissions  

Scope 1 1,209.36 1,367.51 703.74 

Scope 2 151.18 128.79 116.16 

Scope 3 33.57 27.64 33.54 

Total emissions 1,394.11 1,523.96 853.44 
 

Edenbridge and Sevenoaks Leisure Centres  

 2021/22 
Tonnes (t) of C0₂ emissions  

Scope 1 613.23 

Scope 2 116.73 

Scope 3 15.86 

Total emissions 745.82 
 

Detail on each Scope is provided as follows: 

Scope 1 

Scope 1 emissions are those released from petrol and diesel fuel used in the Council 
owned vehicles that are used to deliver services such the collection of refuse and 
recycling. It also includes fugitive emissions. 

Edenbridge and Sevenoaks Leisure Centres carbon emissions 2019/20 to 2021/22 

Measure Volume tC0₂ Percentage of overall 
emissions 

Heating (gas) 811.210kWh 148.58 17.4% 
Other cars and vans (diesel)  71,223 miles  28.03 3.3% 
HGV (diesel) 384,434 miles 524.67 61.5% 
Electric 30,368 miles 2.46 0.3% 
Total emissions  Scope 1  703.74 82.5% 
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Scope 1 emissions for 2021/22 for Edenbridge and Sevenoaks Leisure Centres  

Measure Volume tC0₂ Percentage of overall 
emissions 

Heating (gas) 3,348,083kWh 613 82.2% 
 

Note: Different emissions factors are applied according to the size of the vehicle engine. 
The difference in how emissions are calculated and what measure is used is determined 
by the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy. A small diesel car, for 
example, has its emissions calculated according to the number of miles travelled, 
whereas cars with larger engines have theirs calculated by the number of litres of diesel 
used. 

The leisure centres do not have their own fleets, so there is no data to include in Scope 
1 for vehicle emissions 

Scope 2 

Scope 2 emissions are indirect emissions released from the Council’s consumption of 
purchased electricity at Argyle Road offices, the Council’s depot at Dunbrik, and the 
leisure centres. The emissions occur at sources the Council does not own or control. 

Scope 2 emissions for 2021/22: Argyle Road and Dunbrik  

 Measure  tC0₂ Percentage of 
overall emissions 

Electricity 547,066 kWh 116.16 13.6% 

Total emissions Scope 2  116.16 13.6% 
 

Scope 2 emissions for 2021/22: Edenbridge and Sevenoaks Leisure Centres 

 Measure  tC0₂ Percentage of 
overall emissions 

Electricity 59,748kWh 116.73 15.7% 

Total emissions Scope 2  116.73 15.7% 
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Scope 3 emissions 2021/22 

Scope 3 emissions are the indirect emissions released from the use of water in Council 
buildings and emissions generated from staff business travel by car. The emissions occur 
at sources the Council does not own or control. 

Scope 3 emissions 2021/2022 for Dunbrik and Argyle Road 

 Measure tC02 % of total 
emissions 

Petrol 67,949 miles 17.84 2.1% 

Diesel 19,754 miles 4.1 0.6% 

Hybrid (Petrol) 43 miles 0.01 0% 

Electric  1021 miles 0.08 0% 

Transmission and distribution 
losses (electric vehicles) 

  0.23 0% 

Transmission and distribution 
losses (electricity) 

 10.28 1.2% 

Total transmission and 
distribution losses 

 10.51 1.2% 

Water supply 0.40 cubic metres  0% 

Water treatment 0 0 0 

Total emissions  33.54 3.9% 
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Scope 3 emissions for 2021/2022 for Edenbridge and Sevenoaks Leisure Centres 

 Measure tC02 % of total 
emissions 

Petrol   0 

Diesel   0 

Hybrid (Petrol)   0 

Electric    0 

Transmission and distribution 
losses (electric vehicles) 

  0 

Transmission and distribution 
losses (electricity) 

 10.33 1.4% 

Total transmission and 
distribution losses 

 10.33 1.4% 

Water supply  5.53 0.7% 

Water treatment 0 0 0 

Total emissions  51.86 2.1% 
 

Note: Different emissions factors are applied to different car engine sizes. For example, 
100 miles travelled in a large engine diesel car creates more emissions than 100 miles in 
a small engine diesel car. 
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