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FREE WEEKEND PARKING 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS

Make the most of our 
town centres and support 
your local businesses
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LOCAL PLAN REVIEW 

Emerging plan will 
continue to protect 
the rural nature 
of the District

CHRISTMAS WASTE COLLECTIONS
With collections taking place on bank holidays,  
there will no changes to your usual days. Page 3

INSULATE THE DISTRICT

Team recognised at 
Energy Efficiency 
awards for improving 
residents’ homes.
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The move is part of a wider 
project with Connected Kerb 
to bring 600 charging points to 
Kent and Medway.

Connected Kerb is one of the 
largest networks of charging points 
for electric vehicles and they are 
funding the scheme.

The charging points will be installed 
in car parks in Sevenoaks, Swanley 
and Westerham. In most cases, 
they will be a mixture of 7kW 
and rapid 50kW chargers.

The new charging points are in 
addition to the 10 existing electric 
charging points in our car parks. 
We are also working to install an 
electric charging point in South 
Park, Sevenoaks for taxi drivers.

Cllr Margot McArthur, our Cabinet 
Member for Cleaner and Greener, 
says:  “As we see more electric 
vehicles on the roads, we want to 
give drivers the security to charge 

Our refuse collection team will be working extra days over 
the festive period so you don’t miss a waste collection.

This year, all of your collections will take place on their 
usual day, even if it’s a bank holiday.

If you receive a garden waste collection, there will be 
no changes to this service either.

Please put your black and clear sacks out at 7am and your 
garden waste out at 6.30am on your collection day.

If you’re not sure when your refuse collection day takes 
place, visit www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/collectiondays.

With collections taking place on their usual 
day, including on bank holidays, there will 
be no changes to our arrangements 
over Christmas and the New Year.

Your festive waste and recycling collections

up when visiting our main shopping 
areas. This is another part of our work 
to support our local economy while 
helping the environment.

“With the electric charging network 
expanding every day, I hope more 
drivers will consider making the switch 
to electric, helping to reduce our 
carbon footprint.

Did you know…
As part of our efforts to 
tackle climate change, we 
make no charge for on-street 
parking permits for residents 
with electric vehicles.

To find out more, visit 
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/
onstreetparkingpermits

To help the District move towards cleaner, greener motoring, up to 41 
new electric vehicle-charging points will be installed in our car parks.

Electrifying scheme to help the District go green

Cllr Peter Fleming, Leader 
of the Council, with an 
existing vehicle charging 
point in our Sevenoaks 
Town Car Park.
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Emerging Local Plan will keep our District special
Protecting the rural nature and the character of the District, providing 
new homes and facilities for the wellbeing of residents and supporting 
the economy will be at the heart of our emerging Local Plan.
The Government has told councils to 
produce new Local Plans with proposals 
for new housing and infrastructure to 
meet future local needs.

In 2019, our draft Local Plan was 
submitted to a Government Inspector. 
However, it was rejected on a 
technicality as the Inspector believed 
that we had not fully met the ‘duty 
to co-operate’, in other words asking 
neighbouring councils to take some 
of our housing need.

We have since had positive 
discussions with the Government. 
They have told us the work carried 
out so far is a good starting point 
for our emerging Local Plan and 
that they are also looking to scrap 
the ‘duty to co-operate’. We also 
have the opportunity to address 
the changes in living and working 
patterns that have come about 
from COVID-19. 

What’s the emerging Local Plan?
The Local Plan is a collection of policies that say what can be built and 
where over the next 20 years. 

Once agreed, planning applications will be assessed against the Plan to 
ensure they meet its objectives, which are:

• Protecting the rural nature and character of the District
• Providing new homes that meet residents’ needs
• Ensuring new buildings are energy efficient and have the least impact 

on the environment
• Safeguarding the local economy by protecting existing employment sites
• Making sure house builders contribute towards new infrastructure, 

such as schools, transport improvements and health facilities
• Ensuring new buildings meet the highest design standards and are 

sympathetic to their surroundings.

To find out more about the emerging Local Plan, please visit  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/emerginglocalplan

Work on the emerging Local Plan 
began in October with the ‘Call for 
sites’, initially in built up areas, giving 
landowners until 20 January to come 
forward with sites that could be 
considered for development.

During October we also asked residents 
to contribute to a character study by 
sharing their experiences of the District 
and thoughts on local landscapes, 
streets and buildings that make the 
area special. This work will be really 
important in informing our emerging 
policies and proposals.

The emerging Local Plan is due to be 
finalised in 2023.

Cllr Julia Thornton, our Cabinet member 
for Development and Conservation, 
says: “As we look again at the Local 
Plan, I want to reassure residents 
that protecting the rural nature and 
character of the District is front and 
centre of our proposals.

“We are proposing to prioritise brownfield 
land for new homes and new community 
facilities, while protecting space for jobs, 
retail and leisure – all essential for the 
future wellbeing of our residents and the 
prosperity of our District.

“In the coming months, everyone will 
have further opportunities to have a say 
on our revised proposals.”

Views across Bough Beech
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Water main  
installation complete
Now that work to lay the new water main 
through Knole Park is complete, we will be 
turning our attention to returning the area 
back to its original state.

Our specialist reinstatement team are visiting the 
park regularly to make sure the ground where the 
pipe was laid is restored to its original condition.

While we carry out this work in the Gallops, please 
keep off the grass where possible to allow it to regrow.

This work forms part of our £2.7 million investment in 
Sevenoaks, securing the top-quality drinking water 
supplies to the local community for years to come.

More details on the project can be found  
on our dedicated webpage: 
corporate.southeastwater.co.uk/Sevenoaks

Emerging Local Plan will keep our District special Stay well this winter
Following a few simple steps can help you remain healthy over the colder months.

Cold, damp, wintery conditions can 
be bad for our health, especially 
for people aged 65 or older with 
health conditions. The cold air 
also makes us more susceptible to 
catching colds and other viruses 
during the winter months.

But, there are many small things 
you can do to stay well this winter.
• Make sure you get your flu 

vaccination. It’s free if you’re 
pregnant, aged 50 or over, or 
if you have a long-term health 
condition. Find out more at  
www.nhs.uk/fluvaccine

• Keep warm both inside 
and outdoors. You can do this 
by heating your home to at least 
18°C, keeping your bedroom 

windows closed at night and wearing several 
layers of clothes rather than one bulky layer. Make 
sure you’re receiving all the grants and benefits 
available to you to help pay for your heating

• Keep moving, particularly when indoors. Regular 
exercise can improve your mental health, 
reduce your risk of falling and help prevent 
many long-term health conditions

• Wash your hands regularly with soap and 
water for about 20 seconds or the time it takes 
to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ twice

• Keep an eye on your mental health and seek 
support if you feel you need help. If you or a 
loved one are experiencing a mental health 
crisis, call the Mental Health Matters phone 
line on 0800 107 0160. It’s free, confidential 
and open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year

• Look after one another, keep in touch with 
friends, neighbours and family to see if they 
need any help. The NHS Volunteer responder 
service is on hand to provide support to local 
residents and can be contacted by calling 
0808 196 3646.

We have produced a free information pack to help 
you to stay well over winter. To claim your pack, 
email communities@sevenoaks.gov.uk or call 
01732 227000.
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All our town centre car parks will be completely FREE across the two weekends running 
up to Christmas - Saturday 11 and Sunday 12, and Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 December.

Disposing of your Christmas tree at the end of the festive 
season isn’t everyone’s favourite job, but we’re here to help.

Grants worth up to £3,000 are now available for older people and those with certain 
health conditions or impairments to help them remain independent in their own home.

You will be able to park for up to three hours in Bligh’s 
Meadow and longer in our other car parks, helping to 
spread the Christmas cheer as widely as possible.

There will be no need to show a pay and display 
ticket or log your stay with MiPermit for this offer.

Parking is already free in our car parks in Swanley 
and in car parks in Edenbridge during weekends.

Throughout January, we’ll 
collect your tree for free with 
our Garden Waste Collection 
Service. You don’t need to be a 
Garden Waste permit holder to 
participate.

We will collect trees with a trunk 
of up to 90mm (3.5”) in diameter 
from Monday 3 to Friday 28 
January 2022. All of the trees 
will be composted.

Simply put your tree by the 
boundary of your property, visible 
from the road, by 6.30am on 

the day our fortnightly Garden 
Waste Collection Service comes 
to your road.

If you’re unsure when our Garden 
Waste Collection Service is 
visiting your road, go to www.
sevenoaks.gov.uk/collectiondays 
or call us on 01732 227000.

Trees with a trunk exceeding 
90mm can be recycled at 
one of Kent County Council’s 
Household Waste Recycling sites. 
Visit www.kent.gov.uk/recycling 
or call 03000 41 73 73 to book.

Our ‘Safe and secure’ grants 
can fund works to reduce falls, 
slips and other potential dangers 
in the home that could lead to 
a hospital admission.

Typically, these grants can pay for:
• Repairs or modifications to 

stairs, floors and steps

FREE weekend parking before Christmas

FREE Christmas tree collections

Small grants that make a big difference

We will continue to patrol our car 
parks as normal during December 
to ensure they operate as 
smoothly as possible.

For our parking locations, visit 
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/carparks

• Safety and security repairs
• Small property modifications that 

promote home independence.

Safe and secure grants are not 
means tested and are available 
for residents who are over 60 or 
have a specific ill health diagnosis 
such as dementia.

Written confirmation from a medical 
professional may be required at the 
time of application and some terms 
and conditions may apply.

For more information about our Safe 
and secure grants and how to apply, 
please call us on 01732 227000 or 
email dfg@sevenoaks.gov.uk.
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This year’s In Bloom gardening competition was 
bigger than ever with a record number of entrants.
Almost eighty residents and businesses took part in the competition 
to win one of the 11 coveted categories.

The winners were named and presented with their awards at a 
ceremony in the Bat and Ball Community Centre in Sevenoaks 
during October.

Our Chairman and one of the In Bloom judges, Cllr Diana Esler, 
says: “We had such a good time visiting all the beautiful gardens 
across the District and we’d like to thank all the entrants. There 
were some fine examples of eco-friendly gardens and gardens 
that brightened up the District.

“The standard this year was particularly high, making the judging 
especially challenging. With that in mind, I would like to congratulate 
not just the winners, but everyone else who took part too.”

View details of the winners at www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/inbloom.

Blooming wonderful gardeners get recognition

The new website, www.pledge2recycle.
co.uk/kent was developed especially for 
Kent residents and includes competitions 
and general recycling guidance.

Did you know…
• You can recycle all the bottles from 

your bathroom and kitchen in your 
clear recycling sacks. Please make 
sure they’re empty with their tops on

• You can also recycle pots, tubs and 
most trays in your clear sacks

• Your plastic recycling should be clean, 
dry and loose

• Black trays should go in your black 
waste sacks along with the absorbent 
layer and plastic films you find on 
many pots, tubs and trays

• Plastic toothpaste tubes and pill packs 
should go in your black sacks too.

If you’ve decided to take on the ‘mastiff’ commitment of welcoming a 
dog into your home, follow our sound advice to help you sniff out a 
trustworthy breeder.
• A reputable breeder will not allow a puppy to leave its mother before 

it’s eight weeks old. Always view the puppy with its mother
• Visit the breeder at least twice before making the final collection
• Check the puppies have regular access to human contact
• Ensure the facilities appear clean
• Check the puppy is alert and healthy and is wormed and vaccinated
• Ask for a written agreement that your purchase is subject to an 

examination by your vet within 48 hours of picking up your puppy
• Ask if the puppy is covered by insurance for the 

first few weeks in your care
• Check if the parents have been tested for 

hereditary diseases
• Ensure the relevant paperwork is available 

for inspection.

Check out the Dogs Trust website for more 
information at www.dogstrust.org.uk.

Don’t shop, adopt!
Take a paws for thought and remember, you don’t have 
to buy as there are many unwanted dogs in rehoming 
and rescue centres waiting for a good home.

Purchase your paw-fect pooch
Tracking down a reputable breeder can make sure you 
don’t get collared when looking for your new furry friend.

Plastic 
fantastic
Environmental charity 
‘Pledge2Recycle Plastics’ has set 
up a dedicated website to help us 
recycle more of our plastic waste.

Frances Fish from Seal collects her certificate for the 
Best Allotment from Chairman, Cllr Diana Elser.
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Thanking our pandemic volunteers

Calling all landlords!

On Friday 1 October, we hosted a ‘thank you’ event for the amazing volunteers who 
joined ‘Care for our Community’ to support vulnerable residents during the lockdowns.

Every year, we help local landlords find suitable 
tenants and access financial and practical 
support through our ‘Help to let’ scheme.

Over 160 guests enjoyed the afternoon tea event at the 
St Clere Estate in Kemsing owned by Eliza Ecclestone.

Eliza came to us early in the pandemic with the idea 
of starting a community volunteer scheme. After we 
took up the challenge, some 1,500 people signed 
up helping hundreds of people.

The thank you event was hosted by Cllr Lesley Dyball, 
our Cabinet Member for People and Places, and our 
Chairman, Cllr Diana Esler. Cllr Esler says: “We owe so 
much to these wonderful volunteers. Throughout the 
pandemic, they helped elderly and shielding residents 
get food and medicine as well as being a friendly voice 
to chat to on the phone. This free service was a lifeline 
to our most vulnerable residents and we know how 
grateful they were to have help during a difficult time. 

Cllr Dyball adds: “We wanted to honour these 
caring individuals who gave up their free time for 

We know that finding the right tenant for your property can be 
a complicated and uncertain process. We also understand your 
concerns around increasing legislative burdens, rent payments 
and anti-social behaviour. But, our ‘Help to let’ scheme takes 
the worry out of letting your property.

Through Help to let…

• We have people who are ready to move in so there’s no need to 
pay agent fees

• We offer deposit bonds and rent in advance to cover damage, 
cleaning and rent arrears worth up to a month’s rent

• We can help you access grants and financial support to help 
renovate and maintain your property

• And as you’d expect, we’re on hand 
to offer help and advice on the 
latest changes in housing law.

For more information or an informal 
chat, contact our Housing Team 
on 01732 227000 or e-mail  
helptolet@sevenoaks.gov.uk

others by hosting a special event just for them. 
The volunteers were treated to food, drink and music 
from a professional singer.”

To hear the stories of some of our Care for 
our Community volunteers, visit  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/careforourcommunity

The ‘Community Plan’ sets the priorities for 
just about every local public service for the 
next three-years. It will be delivered by us, 
Kent County Council, health services, the 
police, the fire service, housing associations, 
voluntary organisations, community groups, 
businesses and faith communities.

You can complete the survey at  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/communityplan 
where you can also view the terms and 
conditions for the prize draw. 

To request a paper copy of the survey, 
call us on 01732 227000.

The survey will remain open until 5pm 
on 31 December 2021.

Last chance to win 
£100 by shaping 
your local services
You still have a few days left to win 
£100 in shopping vouchers by taking 
part in our Community Plan survey.

Cllr Lesley Dyball, Cllr Diana Elser, Eliza Ecclestone 
and Cllr Peter Fleming at the ‘thank you’ event.
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Insulate the District
A project to make residents’ homes more energy efficient is cutting 
tonnes of damaging CO2 from being released into the atmosphere.

The story began in September 2020 
when our housing team secured nearly 
£700,000 of Government funding to 
better insulate residents’ homes.

So the funding had the most impact, 
and helped those in the greatest need, 
we insulated static park homes owned 
by people on low incomes.

In all, 48 park homes across four sites 
were improved. Insulation panels were 
fixed to the outside of each home 
then covered in concrete render. 
This meant most of the work took 
place outside, reducing the risks of 
spreading COVID-19.

The works were completed in the 
late summer so residents’ homes 
were ready for the colder autumn 
and winter months.

We estimate the improvements will 
save the combined owners £200,000 
on their fuel bills over the lifetime 
of their properties not to mention 
some 1,000 tonnes of CO2 gas, which 
contributes to global warming.

Gillian Roberts from Kemsing is one 
of the residents who benefited from 
the project.

“I am so, so grateful for the 
improvements,” explains 79-year old 
Gillian. “Like most people on my site, 
my home is heated with bottled gas 
and right now, the prices are going 
through the roof. These works will 
make a big difference to my heating 
bills this winter.

“I am very aware of the environment 
and greatly concerned about global 
warming so I am over the moon that 
I am reducing my carbon footprint too.

“What’s more, the improvements have 
extended the life of my park home. 

Energy efficiency award winners
In October, our mobile 
home insulation project was 
recognised at the Energy 
Efficiency awards.

Daniel Shaw and Gary 
Edmed from our Housing 
Team picked up a ‘Highly 
Commended Award’ at a 
ceremony for their work 
to help residents and 
the environment.

“Manufactured in 1978, it was built 
to last around 20 years and was in 
poor condition. But these works 
have given it a new lease of life 
and it looks amazing.”

Another benefit of the works was 
the additional help our housing 
team offered to many park 
home residents during the works.

Most are in later life and some were 
eligible for grants to maintain or 
adapt their homes if they had certain 
health conditions or impairments.

In two cases, we offered window 
and door replacements to make the 
owners’ homes more secure and 
energy efficient. In another, we helped 
to secure additional Government 
funding for underfloor insulation.

Another gentleman was helped to 
repair his home and offered specialist 
support to deal with hoarding.

We have made another application 
to Government for additional 
funding so we can insulate more 
homes in the coming year.



Our Christmas opening times
You can visit our Sevenoaks office during these days and times over the festive period…
 OPEN as usual on Friday 24 December 8.45am to 4.45pm

 CLOSED on Monday 27 December

 CLOSED on Tuesday 28 December

 CLOSED on Wednesday 29 December

 OPEN on Thursday 30 December – 8.45am to 5pm

 OPEN on Friday 31 December – 8.45am to 4.45pm

 CLOSED on Monday 3 January 

 OPEN as usual from Tuesday 4 January.

You can also call us from 7am to 
7pm on our festive opening days 
except Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Eve when our phone lines 
will be open from 7am to 4.45pm.

In an emergency, even when our 
offices are closed, you can still 
call us on 01732 227000.

Many of our services are 
available 24/7 on our website  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk.

Five-hundred places will be 
available with the option of 3k, 
5k or 10k courses.

You can run, walk or push a pram 
at your own pace on the 3k and 
5k courses or run the 10k course - 
it’s up to you!

The event is being organised by the 
Sevenoaks Area Dementia Friendly 
Community (SADFC), which includes 
ourselves. Not only is it a fun day out 
for the whole family, SADFC use the 
money raised to run dementia friendly 
cafés, singing groups, cinema screenings 
and wellbeing days as well as supporting 
other local groups who 
help people with 
memory issues.

You can view details 
of the event at  
www.sevenoaks.gov.
uk/runwalkpush.

Save the date for 
‘Run, walk or push’
‘Run, walk or push against 
dementia’ returns to Knole 
Park on Sunday 22 May 
2022, giving you the chance 
to stretch your legs and raise 
money for a great local cause.

We understand that being in debt and being unable to afford your rent is a 
big weight on your shoulders. You may feel there is nowhere to turn for help.

But help is available from us. We offer housing advice, help applying 
for benefits, support to get you back into work and much more.

In some instances, financial support is also available.

If you are facing difficulties, please contact us without delay – 
the sooner you contact us, the more we can help.

For details, please visit www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/housing, 
call 01732 227000 or email housing@sevenoaks.gov.uk

Act now if you’re struggling with 
rent, bills, food costs or finances

If you are facing debts, which could result 
in you losing your home, please contact 
our Housing Team as soon as possible.
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New trees for the Queen’s Jubilee

Split the difference!

The Queen’s Green Canopy is a tree 
planting scheme to mark Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee in 2022, celebrating 
70 years of service.

In support of the initiative, we planted 
oaks in Cherry Avenue in Swanley, 
Skeynes Road in Edenbridge and 
Hollybush in Sevenoaks during 
October. We have plans to plant 
further trees in the coming months.

Cllr Lesley Dyball, our Cabinet 
Member for People and Places, says: 
“The Queen’s Green Canopy gives us 
the opportunity to think about the 
importance of trees and how they 
enrich our lives and help the planet.

“They provide social, cultural and 
environmental benefits that often go 
unnoticed. They also remove carbon from 
the atmosphere, helping to tackle global 
warming, while providing shelter and 
food to thousands of species of wildlife. 

Last year, we invested in a further three energy 
efficient, split back waste collection trucks to help 
with our weekly service.

Cabinet Member for Cleaner and Greener, Cllr Margot 
McArthur, says: “Many people see our amazing refuse 
collectors placing sacks in the back of our trucks and 
don’t realise there are two sections, one for general 
waste and one for recycling. 

“We want to assure residents that we take recycling 
very seriously and, as long as you’ve placed the correct 
items in your clear sacks, they will be recycled. As part 
of our Net Zero by 2030 ambitions, we’re encouraging 
residents to recycle as much as they possibly can.

We’re supporting the Queen’s Green Canopy scheme, and helping the 
environment at the same time, by planting new oak trees across the District.

To make our refuse rounds as effective 
as possible, the majority of our fleet 
are ‘split back’ trucks. This means, they 
can collect black sack waste in one side 
and clear recycling sacks in the other.

“Our humble oak tree alone is 
thought to have 2,300 different 
species associated with it!” 

The tree-planting season runs 
until March and planting is easy. 
Once in the ground, they need 

little maintenance and can thrive 
for decades.

To find out more about the Queen’s 
Green Canopy and advice on choosing 
the right tree for the right location, 
visit www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/qgc.

Cllr Margot McArthur with a split-back truck.

“The waste in your black sacks that cannot be recycled is 
taken to an energy plant to generate electricity, so virtually 
nothing goes to waste.”

Make sure you know what you can and can’t recycle 
by visiting www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/recycle.

Cllrs Lesley Dyball and Chairman Diana Esler plant a new tree in Swanley.
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YOUR DISTRICT

A festive hamper produced in the District
Wondering what to buy friends and family over the festive season? 
How about exploring all that our wonderful District has to offer? 
From lavender oil to zingy BBQ sauce, 
local wine to honeyed gin, award-winning 
sausages to mouth-watering macarons, 
find out what some of the amazing 
producers in our area are making.

After a challenging year-and-a-half, 
everything we can do to support local 
talent will go far. So Christmas shopping 
and good deeds can be sorted in just 
a few enjoyable trips out.

Castle Farm’s Apple Juice comes from the 
glossy Norfolk Royals grown in their orchard. 
This enterprising family-run business is the 
UK’s largest lavender producer and also 
harvests hops and pumpkins, raises grass-fed 
beef and much more. Visit the Hop Shop in 
Shoreham to see the range.

Visit Brisket & Barrel’s deli (Bat & Ball, 
Sevenoaks) to purchase mouth-watering 
smoked brisket beef and one of their 
homemade popular sauces. The deli is 
stocked with fabulous cheeses and wines, 
a fine selection of beer, charcuterie 
and locally-sourced products including 
Sevenoaks café Otto’s wonderfully 
aromatic coffee.

With all their beans roasted and blended 
in house, Life on High (Sevenoaks) is 
a specialty coffee and pro-plant cafe, 
with a wholesome and sustainable 
menu. Coffee is freshly ground to your 
specification (and try Leo the Baker’s 
freshly-baked bread while you’re there).

For festive sparkling wine, we are spoilt for 
choice with Squerryes Winery (Westerham) 
and The Mount Vineyard (Shoreham) both 
creating award-winning wines for sale 
direct from the producer. Check out their 
restaurants and wine-tasting tours too. 

Jonomade Gin includes Kentish Dick’s Drop, 
Dolly’s Mix or Nana’s Nip, handcrafted in 
small-batch gins at this family-owned and 
operated microdistillery near Chipstead.

Westerham Brewery has grown and 
grown in reputation, with a rich brewing 
heritage, pure aquifer water, historic 
yeasts, local hops, British barley and 
almost zero transport miles. Sold in 
casks, kegs, cans and bottles, there’s 
a fabulous range to choose from and 
loads of events at the Tap Room.

Light up your festivities with scented 
candles from the award-winning 
Sevenoaks Candles. All products 
are Kentish, made using eco-
friendly soya wax for an ethical 
option with gorgeous fragrances. 
Knobbly Knees Deli in Sevenoaks 
are stockists and a great shop with 
lots of local produce.

The award-winning macarons from 
Dulce’s Patisserie (Sevenoaks) 
taste even better than they look. 
A feast for the senses, these light 
and inspiring desserts are a must 
this Christmas.
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To source these and other amazing local products visit local shops including:
Flint & Oak Deli, Farm Shop and 
Café, winner of Kent Local Food 
Retailer of the Year 2020, offers 
locally-sourced, seasonal produce, 
with 50 English cheeses, freshly-
baked bread, Kentish wines, and deli 
treats from the head chef at next 
door’s Squerryes Estate.  

Chart Farm Shop (near Seal) sells 
their home-reared venison plus a 
selection of hand-made, local, free-
range sausages, prepared meats to 

suit all budgets, great wine, fish, 
sourdough and deli products. 

Falconhurst Farm Shop (near 
Cowden) sells all sorts of local 
products, including amazing cheeses 
and gorgeous natural bouquets 
by Hever Flowers. Their free-range 
woodland pork is a must, together 
with home-reared lamb.

Ten Acres Shop at The Mount Vineyard 
(Shoreham) stocks their award-winning 

wine together with a whole range of 
local food and pampering items. 

The Hop Shop at Castle Farm 
(Shoreham) stocks their own 
lavender, apple, honey, beef and hop 
products together with a lot of other 
possible presents.

Polhill Farm Shop (Badgers Mount) 
has fresh produce from the area and 
the UK, with a full array of fruit and 
veg, cheeses and prepared meals. 

For more food and drink ideas 
check www.visitsevenoaks.
co.uk. For a brilliant  
train-based Food and 
Drink Trail, check 
suggested itineraries on  
www.darentvalleycrp.org. 
Don’t forget local farmers’ 
markets too www.kfma.org.uk.

But best of all, watch out 
for a competition to win a 
hamper of local produce 
closer to the holiday 
season! Check our Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram 
accounts for more details.

13YOUR DISTRICT



We are lucky to have such an 
amazing selection of hard-
working businesses across our 
district and our town centres are 
a vital part of our community.

What better gift than to show 
them some love this Christmas?

Show Local Some 
Love This Christmas

Stock up on Christmas dinner essentials 
at T. Allman’s Butchers in Edenbridge

Treat yourself or a loved one to a festive wreath 
or bouquet from Posy and Wild, Westerham

Enjoy craft beers and artisan gins on a 
winter evening at The Cotton Mill, Swanley

Choose from a selection of stylish ladieswear 
and accessories at Grace Sevenoaks

� twitter @sevenoaksdc @sevenoaksdistrictcouncil @SDC_newsdesk�

Whether it’s visiting Sevenoaks’ lively pubs for a festive 
celebration, picking up a unique Christmas gift in Edenbridge’s 
historic high street, getting all your essentials at Swanley’s 
bustling market or dining in one of Westerham’s independent 
eateries, the district is packed with things to do this December. 
Our town centres offer a festive experience like nowhere else.

It is important for residents and visitors to feel safe 
in our high streets this winter. We encourage everyone 
to help protect themselves and others by wearing face 
coverings in crowded places, washing or sanitising 
hands frequently and taking regular lateral flow tests.

The campaign is part of activity 
delivered with the Welcome Back Fund.

Festive Inspiration



Bowled over by One You!

A helping hand through COVID

Many people find it difficult to 
lose weight and even harder to 
keep it off. This was the case for 
Swanley resident Jan Hodge.

New service launched to support people 
impacted by the pandemic.

Jan, 66, is a Tenpin Bowling pro for 
Kent and England but was concerned 
her weight could stop her from 
attending future international events.

Jan says: “I have tried on several 
occasions to lose weight but have 
never been very successful. I might 
have lost a small amount but I always 
put it back on again. Knowing that 
things get harder as you grow older, 
I felt it necessary to make a change.”

Jan read a story in our very own In 
Shape magazine and decided the One 
You programme was right up her alley.

Over the 12 weeks of the course, Jan 
learnt a lot about her relationship with 

Coronavirus has changed many residents’ lives, with 
some people still not socialising or exercising as they 
had before the pandemic. 

But, we’ve become the first council in the country to 
employ someone to specifically support our residents 
who have been affected by COVID-19.

Natalie Cater joined our One You team in September. 
Natalie provides an empathetic service, listening to the 
needs of residents and helping to resolve issues so they 
can get back to an independent lifestyle.

Natalie says: “We know Coronavirus has affected everyone 
in different ways. Even those who have not contracted the 
virus may still be anxious about returning to normal life. 
We also know that many people have become increasingly 
frail from remaining indoors for prolonged periods.

“I’m here to help them get back into their old routines, 
including socialising and exercise.

food, especially portion control.

“My previous choices were not that 
healthy and there was probably too 
much on my plate. Now, I look at my 
portion sizes, work out in advance 
what I am going to eat and I also 
study the labels when I go to the 

“And if you’ve experienced financial difficulty or have 
lost your job over the last two years then I can point 
you in the right direction to get help and advice.”

The service will be available to residents until the end 
of March 2022.

To find out more or to contact Natalie, email  
healthy.living@sevenoaks.gov.uk or call 01732 227000.

supermarket. They can be very 
informative but also very alarming 
when you look at the sugar and fats 
that some things contain. It’s very 
eye opening!”

Jan has lost a striking seven kilos 
with One You and is still following 
the plan drawn up with our advisors. 
As well as eating more fruit and veg, 
Jan is continuing the 30-minute 
exercise class in her spare time.

“The fact that I know I can still 
contact the team and they have 
given me a plan for the next year, 
gives me an even bigger boost to 
keep the weight off. Thank you 
One You!”

If Jan’s story has inspired you, get 
the ball rolling and contact One You 
today. Visit www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/
oneyou or call 0300 020 0636.
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James steps up
A familiar face around the building, James Arnold was 
recently promoted to Wellness Manager at Sevenoaks 
Leisure Centre. In Shape caught up with the popular figure.

How do you feel about becoming 
the new Wellness Manager?
I’m excited and eager to begin a new 
challenge as well as a fresh chapter in 
my own personal fitness development. 
I look forward to implementing the 
things I’m passionate about, including 
mental health, recovery from exercise 
and inclusivity in fitness.

We’re hearing more and more 
about mental illness. Does 
fitness have a role to play?
It certainly does - occupying the body 
can calm the mind. If you get into a 
routine to release endorphins and 
push yourself physically, then you will 
reap rewards, physically and mentally. 

Structure is an important thing in our 
day-to-day lives and can help with 
various things, such as coming back 
from injury, helping with depression, 
anxiety and stress - and can also help 
those in recovery from alcohol and 
substance abuse.

How do you hope to further 
support members?
I want to keep our classes programme 
varied and our staff approachable and 
helpful. I will be keeping in contact 
with members more regularly, offering 
frequent programme reviews and 
assessments. We want to be having 
more conversations to see what 
people want as their fitness changes.

What are the benefits of 
joining a fitness class?
I think what people missed most over 
lockdown was the social interaction. 
Taking part in a class is motivating 
because you use other people’s energy 
to push yourself. Being part of a team 
keeps you accountable and encourages 
you to get the most out of your 
workouts. Once you’ve booked onto 
a class, you’re more likely to make the 
time in your diary. Having an instructor 
you can just go and ask questions is 
also really beneficial to people of all 
fitness levels. 

How can people stay 
active in winter? 
As it gets colder and darker, I’d 
encourage people to come in and book 
onto our fitness classes or have a swim 
later in the day. The gym will be open 
until half past nine so if you wanted 
to, say go for a run, then come in and 
use the treadmill. When it’s colder, you 
need to wrap up when you’re outside 
running but be careful as when you get 
going, you’ll start sweating and want to 
take those layers off. The safer option in 
winter is often to come into the gym.

Lastly, what type of person 
would you recommend take 
out a gym membership?
Everyone! If you’ve not had a fitness 
routine before, come in and just get 
started. We’re here to help every 
step of the way - and you will find 
an activity you enjoy. My advice for 
newbies is to keep it simple, take it 
slow, and build from a foundation even 
if your foundation is that of no fitness. 
Anything you start doing is better than 
nothing. It’s quality over quantity. 
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Everyone Active working in partnership 
with Sevenoaks District Council.

*Standard Everyone Active Membership T&Cs apply.

AMAZING FACILITIES INCLUDE:
• A 25m, six-lane main pool with moveable floor 
• A learner pool 
• 100+ station gym with state-of-the-art equipment
• Virtual group cycling studio
• Group fitness studios 

• Two Court Sports Hall
• Multi-purpose rooms ideal for meetings or events 
• Tag Active facility 
• Soft Play 
• Feel Good Suite

Join online everyoneactive.com/whiteoak  Follow us on Facebook facebook.com/eaWhiteOak

BRAND NEW
WHITE OAK LEISURE CENTRE
SECURE YOUR FOUNDER MEMBERSHIP, NOW AVAILABLE FOR £29.99*

Tipping into 2022
New Year’s resolutions are often a minefield of 
unfulfilled good intentions and ultimate frustration, 
so we asked the team at Sencio Community Leisure 
for some based on general lifestyle and wellbeing tips 
- beyond wishing for washboard abs by February!

James, Wellness 
Manager: “Spend 
more time with 
family and friends”

Georgia, Wellness 
Instructor: “Spend less 
time on social media”

Molly, Wellness 
Instructor: “Go 
walking in nature and 
the outdoors more”

Joel, Personal Trainer: 
“Invest more in my 
personal development”

“Thank you for teaching stubborn children to swim. We 
would never have got there without you,” was the message 
from Sevenoaks mum Beth Side to Sencio swimming coach 
Mark Horne after he helped her seven-year-old daughter 
Tamsin transform both her skills and confidence in the water.

Mark, who had previously taught Tamsin’s older sister 
Imogen to swim, was described by Beth as a “wonderful 
teacher”, while Tamsin said “Thank you for teaching me 
to swim. I had so much fun.”

For further details of swimming lessons go to:  
sencio.org.uk or contact swimminglessons@sencio.org.uk

½ page Everyone active advert to come

Heather, Programme 
Manager: “I’m going to 
make sure I get at least 
eight hours of sleep 
a night”

Lina, Marketing Manager: 
“I will spend less money 
on takeaway coffees”

Jane, Receptionist:  
“I like to choose a new 
fruit or vegetable at the 
start of each year to try”

Karren, Centre Manager: 
“Do more for ‘me’!”

“Thank you, mark”“Thank you, mark”
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Sevenoaks District
Community Safety Partnership

COMMUNITY SAFETY 18

Sevenoaks District Community Safety Unit
To report or receive advice on: anti-social behaviour, fly-tipping, graffiti, 
licensed premises, abandoned vehicles, environmental and noise nuisance, 
crime reduction, neighbourhood watch and other community safety issues, 
call 01732 227000 or e-mail community.safety@sevenoaks.gov.uk

Stay safe on our streets

We spoke to PC Julie Stoner who is based in Sevenoaks 
for tips and advice… 

Julie says: “Firstly, it’s always best not to walk alone 
at night, regardless of your age or gender. You are 
automatically a less desirable target if you’re not alone. 
If you have to walk alone, try to stay in well-lit areas that 
are near businesses and walk with purpose. Attackers 
tend to seek someone who looks lost or timid.

“Many people who walk alone think it’s safer to be on 
their mobile phone however that is not always the case. 
It’s important to be aware of your surroundings and 
using a phone can be distracting. 

“If you feel like you are being followed, cross the road to 
see if the person continues to walk behind you. If they do, 
it’s a good idea to scan the area for somewhere you can 
step into. If you see another person, do not be afraid to 
fill them in on the situation. 

“Finally, don’t be afraid to be vocal. If you’re uncomfortable, 
do not hesitate to shout so that people in the area might hear 
you and come to your aid. The best way to get home safely 
if you’re alone is to order a licensed taxi to pick you up.”

Our residents’ safety is one of our first priorities and we want our streets to be 
secure for all. It’s everyone’s responsibility to be vigilant but there are lots of 
things individuals can all do to protect themselves whilst out in the District. 

In October, we held two Defence Workshops to help any 
girl or woman over 13 learn basic defence skills. We have 
also developed a web page to offer practical advice and 
safety tips.

For more information visit  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/vawg.

Join a group that makes a difference
The Sevenoaks District Independent Police Advisory Group is looking for 
volunteers to represent communities across the Sevenoaks District.

The Group is independent of the police and works to improve the services 
provided to people from all backgrounds. It includes volunteers who can 
offer a perspective around race, sexual orientation, disability, age, gender 
and other issues.

If you would like to know more, please email  
diversityacademy@kent.police.uk.
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Get back on your bike with 
free ‘Ride Skills’

19COMMUNITY SAFETY 1919

Reporting crime
To report a crime that is taking 
place, always call 999. If the 
incident has passed, call Kent 
Police on 101 or Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555111

Social media
For the latest community 
safety news follow us on 
Twitter visit @sdc_csp 

Tackling domestic abuse
For support and advice for all victims of Domestic 
Abuse call the Domestic Abuse Volunteer Support 
Service on 01892 570538

For the Community Domestic Abuse Programme for 
men call 07933 359210 or visit www.kentcdap.org

Digital access for all
As part of our work to keep people safe, we’re promoting digital inclusion projects to 
make sure residents have access to digital services while being aware of online scams.
Digital inclusion ensures people 
have the skills and access to benefit 
from digital technologies to make 
their lives easier.

Kent based charity Compaid is 
supporting disabled, older and other 
disadvantaged people to realise their 
potential, helping them to overcome 
the barriers of social, digital and 
economic exclusion.

Compaid is offering 1-1 digital 
skills training support for vulnerable 
people for whom mainstream group 
training may not suitable, either in 
terms of accessibility and equipment, 
or pace of learning.

The two-hour sessions include the 
safe use of the internet, setting 
up and using email accounts, 
accessing public services and benefits 
online, job seeking, online shopping, 
entertainment, social media and more.

Each participant can have up to eight 
sessions with a dedicated trainer who 

will take a relaxed approach and offer 
as many breaks as the client needs. 
Tablets with internet access can be 
loaned to those without laptops.

If you or someone you know 
would like to take part, email 
valsprott@compaid.org.uk or 
call 07942 180885 for an initial 
telephone conversation.

Christmas is a busy time of year for everyone, 
including criminals. However, a high proportion 
of crime is opportunist in nature and is 
avoidable by following a few simple steps.

Whilst out shopping…
• Keep presents out of sight in your car
• Close the windows, engage the steering 

lock and never leave your car unlocked
• Take all of your valuables with you 

and, if possible, park in a well-lit area

At home…
• Keep presents out-of-view from passers by

•  Avoid leaving car keys or handbags  
downstairs at night
• Security mark new, valuable items

Going away…
• Use timer switches to turn on 

the lights when it gets dark
• Cancel your milk and papers
• Ask a neighbour to keep an eye on your home

Protect your property

Protect yourself with 159
Last year criminals stole over 
£470 million by pretending to be 
bank workers or other service 
providers. If you think someone 
is trying to trick you into handing 
over money or personal details, 
stop and call 159 to speak 
directly to your bank.

159 will never call you. Only 
a fraudster will object to you 
calling 159.
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Stuart McGregor (C) 
Edenbridge North  

and East
cllr.mcgregor@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 865559

Matthew Dickins (C) 
Cowden and Hever

cllr.dickins@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07910 328110 

Alan Layland (C) 
Edenbridge South  

and West
cllr.layland@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 864140

Lynda Harrison (C)
Fawkham and West 

Kingsdown
cllr.harrison@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01474 854412

Alan Pett (C) 
Ash and New Ash Green

cllr.pett@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Kim Bayley (C) 
Dunton Green  
and Riverhead

cllr.bayley@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07919 050065

Alan Cheeseman (C)
Eynsford 

cllr.cheeseman@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
07725 528241 

John Grint (C) 
Halstead, Knockholt  
and Badgers Mount

cllr.grint@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01959 532809

Philip McGarvey (C) 
Farningham, Horton  

Kirby and South Darenth
cllr.mcgarvey@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Larry Abraham (C) 
Hartley and Hodsoll  

Street
cllr.abraham@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01474 706690

Claire Nelson (C)  
Ash and New Ash Green

cllr.nelson@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07710 625854 

Rachel Waterton (I) 
Crockenhill and Well Hill
cllr.waterton@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Margot McArthur (C) 
Edenbridge South  

and West
cllr.mcarthur@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Faye Parkin (C) 
Fawkham and West 

Kingsdown
cllr.parkin@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01474 879425

George Pender (C) 
Ash and New Ash Green
cllr.pender@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01474 491123

Cameron Brown (C) 
Dunton Green and 

Riverhead
cllr.brown@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07950 266746

Brian Carroll (C)
Farningham, Horton  

Kirby and South Darenth
cllr.carroll@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07968 391247

Gary Williamson (C) 
Halstead, Knockholt  
and Badgers Mount

cllr.williamson@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01959 532370

James London (C) 
Brasted, Chevening  

and Sundridge
cllr.london@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 464678

James Barnett (C) 
Edenbridge North  

and East
cllr.barnett@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Maxine Fothergill (SI) 
Fawkham and West 

Kingsdown
cllr.fothergill@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000 

Penny Cole (C) 
Hartley and Hodsoll 

Street
cllr.penny.cole@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07540 668751

Conservative (C)  Independent (I)  Labour (L)  Liberal Democrat (LD)  Sevenoaks Independent (SI) 

Sevenoaks District Council’s priorities and policies are decided by 54 
Councillors who were elected by local people. The Sevenoaks District is divided 
into 26 smaller areas, known as wards and each ward is represented by one 
or more District Councillors. You are very welcome to contact the District 
Councillors to express your views and to ask for their help on local issues.

Your Councillors
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Anna Firth (C) 
Brasted, Chevening  

and Sundridge
cllr.firth@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Cllr Keith Bonin (C)
Brasted, Chevening  

and Sundridge
cllr.bonin@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000
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Stuart McGregor (C) 
Edenbridge North  

and East
cllr.mcgregor@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 865559

Simon Reay (C) 
Kemsing

cllr.reay@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000 

Darren Kitchener (SI) 
Hextable

cllr.kitchener@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07496 818558

Tony Clayton (LD) 
Sevenoaks Eastern

cllr.clayton@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 451087

Peter Fleming (C)
Sevenoaks Town and  

St John’s
cllr.fleming@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227240

Jackie Griffiths (L) 
Swanley St. Mary’s

cllr.griffiths@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Christine Hudson (SI) 
Hextable

cllr.hudson@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01322 662271

Avril Hunter (C) 
Sevenoaks Kippington 

cllr.hunter@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
01732 453292

Clare Barnes (C)
Swanley Christchurch and 

Swanley Village
cllr.c.barnes@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01322 613595

Glynnis Darrington (C) 
Swanley White Oak

clllr.g.darrington@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Julia Thornton (C) 
Seal and Weald

cllr.thornton@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

07831 234449

Dee Morris (C)  
Kemsing

cllr.morris@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07799 885795

Irene Collins (C) 
Sevenoaks Northern

cllr.collins@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Melissa Foster (C) – 
Swanley Christchurch and 

Swanley Village
cllr.foster@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Diana Esler (C)  
Westerham and 
Crockham Hill

cllr.esler@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 465089

Irene Roy (C)
Otford and Shoreham

cllr.roy@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Sue Coleman (C) 
Penshurst, Fordcombe 

and Chiddingstone
cllr.coleman@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07500 061229

Andrew Eyre (C) 
Sevenoaks Kippington
cllr.eyre@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 464865

Simon Raikes (C) 
Sevenoaks Town and  

St John’s
cllr.raikes@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 451707

Sarah Andrews (C) 
Swanley White Oak

cllr.andrews@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07810 342998

Roddy Hogarth (C) 
Seal and Weald

cllr.hogarth@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 760325

Merilyn Canet (LD) 
Sevenoaks Northern
cllr.canet@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 461397

Paul Darrington (C) 
Swanley White Oak

cllr.p.darrington@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

07788 197205

Elizabeth Purves (LD) 
Sevenoaks Eastern 

cllr.purves@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

James Osborne-Jackson (C)
Leigh and Chiddingstone 

Causeway
cllr.osborne-jackson@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000 

Graham Clack (C) 
Sevenoaks Town and  

St John’s
cllr.clack@sevenoaks.gov.uk 

07769 644576

Lesley Dyball (C) – 
Swanley St. Mary’s

cllr.dyball@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Kevin Maskell (C) 
Westerham and 
Crockham Hill

cllr.maskell@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07966 171398

John Edwards-Winser (C) 
Otford and Shoreham

cllr.edwards-winser@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

01959 522503

Perry Cole (C) 
Hartley and Hodsoll 

Street
cllr.perry.cole@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07834 768315

We have provided your District Councillors’ phone 
numbers and e-mail addresses. If you would like to write 
to them, their postal addresses are available on our 

website www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/councillors or by calling 
us on 01732 227000. If you are unsure which ward you 
live in, please call us on 01732 227000.

How to contact your District Councillors

Laurence Ball (C) 
Swanley Christchurch and 

Swanley Village
cllr.ball@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07515 770220
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Last chance to nominate your unsung hero

Making Council Tax discounts easy

You still have a few days left to nominate your local unsung heroes 
in our ‘Making it Happen’ Community and Voluntary Awards.

Applying for help with your bill is both simple and quick.

The awards return on Wednesday 9 March at St 
Nicholas Church in Sevenoaks and will see more 
inspirational community stalwarts and dedicated 
volunteers being recognised for their amazing 
work. As ever, you can expect one or two celebrity 
guests of honour handing out the certificates! 

To view this year’s categories and nominate a 
person, voluntary organisation or group, visit  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/communityawards.

You can also request a nomination form by 
e-mailing communities@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
or by calling us on 01732 227000.

Nominations can be submitted up to midnight 
on Sunday 2 January 2022.

Have you ever thought you might be entitled to a reduction 
in your Council Tax but the idea of applying for it has put you 
off? Or perhaps you don’t have the time to do the research?

You’re not alone. Lots of people think that applying for help 
with their Council Tax bill is complicated and time consuming.

But in truth, it really isn’t. And if you need assistance, we’re 
here to help!

Severe mental impairment
If you live with someone who is severely mentally impaired, 
including dementia, you can apply for a discount.

Physical disability
If you or someone in your home is 
disabled and uses a wheelchair, 
has a treatment room or a 
second bathroom, you can 
apply for a discount.

Live-in carers
If you have a live-in carer who 
is not a spouse or partner and 
provides 35 or more hours 
of care a week, you may be 
entitled to a 25% discount.

Low income
If you are on a low income or out of work, we may be 
able to reduce your Council Tax bill if you apply for 
Council Tax Reduction.

Students
People aged 18 or over in full-time education may be 
entitled to a discount. If everyone in your house is a 
student, you may be exempt from paying.

 Living alone
If you’re aged 18 or over and live alone, 

you can apply for a 25% discount.

As with all discounts and 
exemptions, there are some 

conditions. Visit  
www.sevenoaks.gov.
uk/counciltax and 
click ‘Reduce your bill’ 
to find out more. 

You can also call us on 
01732 227000 or email 

revenues@sevenoaks.gov.
uk to discuss with our team.

22

www.sevenoaks.gov.uk sdc_newsdesk

NEWS



In Shape is published and distributed by Sevenoaks District 
Council to inform local residents and businesses about the 
work of the Council.

Editor Daniel Whitmarsh 
Editorial Assistants Amy McGauley and Alison Osborne 
e-mail communications@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
Tel 01732 227000 
Sevenoaks District Council, Council Offices, Argyle Road, 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1HG

Main Office
Argyle Road, Sevenoaks,  
Kent TN13 1HG 
Open Monday to Thursday 8.45am to 
5pm and Friday 8.45am to 4.45pm. 
Telephone 01732 227000, 7am to 
7pm Monday to Friday.
Emergencies (outside our usual hours) 
01732 227000  
then listen to the options.

Leisure centres
Ash Green Sports Centre*  
01474 707164

Edenbridge Leisure Centre**  
01732 865665

Lullingstone Park Golf Course**  
01959 533793

The Olympic, Swanley*  
01322 669201

 * Operated by the local town or parish Council
 ** Operated by Sencio Community Leisure
***  Operated by independent limited companies

Sevenoaks Indoor Bowls Club***  
01732 451889
Sevenoaks Leisure Centre**  
01732 470700
White Oak Indoor Bowls Club, Swanley***  
01322 665571
White Oak Leisure Centre, Swanley** 
01322 662188

In Shape is available in an audio format for 
residents with visual impairments and can 
be explained in other languages by calling 
01732 227000.

Design & print www.whateverdesign.co.uk 
Printed on environmentally friendly paper. Published December 2021.

Sevenoaks District Council at your fingertips

Christmas is back at The Stag!

The theatre’s lockdown last year meant the annual panto 
couldn’t go ahead as normal with audiences not allowed 
into the building. Instead, many tuned into a very special 
performance live streamed to their living rooms as the 
show took place on the Stag stage.

This year, plans are on for a live run of The Pirates of 
Treasure Island, starring Melissa Jacques from the hit 
musical Everybody’s Talking About Jamie, Ru Paul’s Drag 
Race star Vinegar Strokes and panto favourites Ant Payne 
as Silly Billy and writer and director Jamie Alexander 
Wilson as the Dame.

Melissa is pleased to be returning to Christmas shows after 
a very long stint in the West End, also appearing in Mamma 
Mia, Wicked and Kinky Boots.

The team at The Stag have been delighted to welcome 
audiences back since it reopened in May and there have 
been many live shows and blockbuster films on offer. 

Panto returns to its rightful place – at The Stag Theatre, from 10 
December to 2 January with an exciting cast eager to entertain you.

As the winter weather moves in, it’s the perfect time to 
come out of the cold and head to The Stag for some top 
entertainment. It’s also important to keep supporting The 
Stag as it recovers from the year-long COVID lockdowns, 
which lost the charity around £1 million.

Head to www.stagsevenoaks.co.uk and book now and 
show your love for your local theatre and cinema!
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SALE
SUMMER

The Best Beds. The Best Prices. Guaranteed.

Plus free delivery and up to 3 years 0% APR free credit

A pillow top mattress with 2850 pocket 
springs, standard tension non turn

BEDDING & INTERIORS
The furniture experts since 1925

Sissinghurst
3 rows of side stitching, wool tufts, cashmere  

4’6” 2 drawer standard double divan set 
AEP £2699 special offer £999!!!!
5’ king size 2 drawer divan set 
AEP £2999 special offer £1099!!!!


