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�he Kent Design Guide �as pro��ce� �� the �ent �esign 

�nitiative in ����������  �t �as a�opte� as an ��� �� 

�evenoa�s �istrict �o�ncil at the meeting of ��ll �o�ncil 

on �� ��l� ����� �he �ent �esign �nitiative aims to 

create a sho�case of great ��il�ings� memora�le an� 

attractive ne� places that reinforce �ent�s �istinctive 

character�  

 

4. Methodology  
�he eval�ation of the ��en�ri�ge to�n area has involve� an assessment of the 

character of the �evelopment of the area thro�gh the revie� of historic maps� 

comprehensive site s�rve�s �sing the approach an� characteristics a�vocate� in �� 

�esign – �r�an �esign in the planning s�stem ������ ������ �he follo�ing steps �ere 

ta�en� 

� �nitial appraisal �n�erta�en across ��en�ri�ge �o�n to i�entif� an� �oc�ment specific 

characteristics� �his involve� a revie� of historic maps� photographs an� �ritten material 

� �haracter areas �ere then �efine� �� common characteristics s�ch as time perio� an� 

��il�ing t�pe 

� �treet �� street s�rve�s �ere �n�erta�en to i�entif� locall� �istinctive conte�t�al 

feat�res an� �etractors� an� these �ere �oc�mente� thro�gh photographs an� �ritten 

�escriptions 

� �he character areas �ere then s���gro�pe� into more specific t�pes relating to time 

perio�� ��il�ing t�pe� an� la�o�t� �hese are ill�strate� on the ��en�ri�ge map an� are the 

hea�ings �se� to �escri�e each of the character areas thro�gho�t the �raft ����   

� All the information has �een collate� to give an overvie� of the locall� �istinctive 

conte�t�al feat�res �s�ch as ��il�ing heights� materials� street t�pe an� open spaces� an� 

�etractors �if an�� of each of the character areas� ��rther information is given in each 

character area regar�ing historical �evelopment an� characteristics� an� sho�s e�amples 

of locall� positive feat�res s�ch as vie�s� �o�n�ar� treatment an� �etailing� �hese 

contri��te to�ar�s the �esign g�i�ance provi�e� for each area��

�he s�rve�s �ere le� �� an architect �ho �as commissione� �� the ��en�ri�ge 

�eigh�o�rhoo� �lan ����� �teering Gro�p� �ocal �epresentative gro�ps� ��en�ri�ge 

�o�n �o�ncil an� electe� �em�ers of the �istrict �o�ncil assiste� in each stage of this 

�or��   

5. Community Involvement  
�he ��� has �een prepare� in accor�ance �ith the �istrict Council’s adopted Statement 

of �omm�nit� �nvolvement ����� ���� – ��ne �������� �evie��� �ollo�ing the 
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p�epa�ation o� t�e d�a�t S��� t�e council unde�too� a si� �ee� �o�mal consultation pe�iod 

�et�een ��t� �u�ust ���� to ���d Septem�e� ����� ��e �ep�esentations made �a�e 

�een conside�ed and amendments �a�e �een made to t�is document ��e�e �e�ui�ed� 

��e�e �as �een close sta�e�olde� in�ol�ement in p�epa�in� t�e d�a�t S�� in o�de� to 

de�elop a s�a�ed �ision �it� t�e local communit�� � ��ie�in� session �as �eld �o� 

mem�e�s o� t�e ��� team and t�e �ide� pu�lic� at t�e outset o� t�e p�o�ect in �p�il 

����� � team o� �oluntee�s� t�e �ei���ou��ood �lan Stee�in� ��oup� mem�e�s o� t�e 

�a�d and �o�n Council unde�too� an initial app�aisal� � se�ies o� �acilitated �al�a�outs 

�o� t�e local communit� �as pu�licised� and too� place du�in� �une ����� St�eet �� 

st�eet su��e�s �e�e unde�ta�en and eac� c�a�acte� a�ea �as de�ined�  �n assessment 

�as ��itten up �o� eac� a�ea �it� ima�es to accompan� t�e desc�iption �as e�plained in 

t�e met�odolo�� section�� �ollo�in� completion o� t�e d�a�t document� �u�t�e� ��ie�in�s 

�e�e �eld in �cto�e� ���� �o� �den��id�e �o�n Councillo�s� and t�e ��� Stee�in� 

��oup and �as� ��oup mem�e�s� �ac� indi�idual c�a�acte� a�ea �as t�en su�mitted to 

Se�enoa�s �ist�ict Council �o� �e�ie��  

��e �o��in� document �as t�en �e�ie�ed� collated and updated in t�e summe� o� ���� 

to inco�po�ate mappin�� include an� �u�t�e� de�elopment t�at �ad occu��ed since t�e 

o�i�inal su��e� and ��in� in mo�e �e�e�ences �elated to t�e st�eets and pu�lic �ealm t�at 

cont�i�ute to t�e c�a�acte� o� �den��id�e� ��e �o��in� document �as ci�culated to 

�a�d and �o�n Councillo�s and a meetin� to discuss to updated document �as �eld in 

Septem�e� �������e d�a�t document �ent out to pu�lic consultation in ��t� �u�ust – 

���d Septem�e� ����� �eed�ac� ��om t�e pu�lic consultation �as �een inco�po�ated into 

t�e �inal �e�sion o� t�is document�  

6. How to Use the Document and Map 
��e ne�t section �i�es an �isto�ical o�e��ie� o� t�e o�i�ins and de�elopment o� 

�den��id�e� ��e document and �e� map di�ides t�e �uilt up a�eas o� �den��id�e� as t�e� 

a�e in ����� into si� o�e�a�c�in� c�a�acte� a�eas ���oups �����  ��ese a�e de�ined �� 

�ot� �esidential o� non��esidential use and time pe�iod� ��ese si� c�a�acte� a�eas a�e t�en 

su��di�ided into ��oups �ased on t�pes o� �uildin�s and pu�lic spaces i�e� detac�ed o� 

semi�detac�ed and te��aced ���oups �� o� ���� ��ese �i�e mo�e detailed in�o�mation on 

t�e c�a�acte�istics o� t�ese a�eas� ��e�e is a total o� �� indi�idual c�a�acte� a�eas in t�is 

C�a�acte� ��ea �ssessment�  

How to Use the Map 
��e map �i��li��ts eac� o� t�e c�a�acte� a�eas in �den��id�e� �� �ou a�e inte�ested in t�e 

c�a�acte�istics o� a pa�ticula� a�ea and can locate it on t�e map� �lease �ollo� t�ese 

inst�uctions�  

�� �ind t�e place on t�e map� it �ill �e located in a colou�ed a�ea �it� a speci�ic code 

on t�e map e���� li��t �lue� C����  

�� ��en� loo� unde� t�e ‘Character Area Edenbridge’ key on the le�t �and side o� t�e 

map� �o� t�is colou� e���� it is la�elled C� �ost��a�� ��is �i�es �ou t�e o�e�a�c�in� 

time pe�iod o� t�e a�ea �ou a�e loo�in� �o��  
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�� �hen� �ook �nder thi� heading �or the ��eci�ic code yo� �ere �ooking �or and yo� 

�i�� �ind the na�e o� the area e�g� C��� ��ita�� Cro��� �hi� �ho�� the ��b gro�� 

that thi� area �it� �nder �hich i� C�� 

�� �hen ��ing thi� code� re�er to the Content� �age o� thi� doc��ent to �ind the 

�age n��ber and ��rther in�or�ation on thi� character area�   

  



� 
 

 

  



�� 
 

 

How to Use the Document 
Each indi�id�a� character area i� na�ed and n��bered on the �a�� �� yo� are intere�ted 

in the characteri�tic� o� a �artic��ar area� and kno� the na�e� the�e can be re�erenced 

��ing the heading� on the Content �age�  

�or each character area there i� an a��e���ent o� �oca��y di�tincti�e �eat�re� ��ch a� age� 

height�� ty�e� o� b�i�ding� �ain ��e�� bo�ndary treat�ent�� �treet ty�e� o�en ��ace� and 

detractor� �i� re�e�ant� a� �e�� a� hi�torica� conte�t and de�ign g�idance� �ey 

characteri�tic� are i����trated on a to�n�ca�e �a� and �hotogra�h� are a��o inc��ded to 

de�ict �i��a��y the�e characteri�tic��  

�n �etting o�t the i��ortant �eat�re� and o�era�� character o� identi�iab�e area� o� 

Edenbridge� a �oca� conte�t i� �ro�ided �or the �re�aration and con�ideration o� 

de�e�o��ent �ro�o�a��� �hi� �or�� a can�a� �ithin �hich �ro�o�a�� �or de�e�o��ent 

�ho��d be concei�ed and deter�ined� �hi� i� to ����ort de�e�o��ent that �trengthen� 

rather than erode� character and �oca� di�tincti�ene��� �e�ign ��idance ba�ed on the 

identi�ied �oca��y di�tincti�e �eat�re� i� inc��ded �or each Character Area� �hi� a�ong �ith 

other re�e�ant ��anning �o�icy doc��ent� and g�idance �i�� �or� the ba�i� �or deci�ion 

�aking on de�e�o��ent �ro�o�a��� �t �ho��d be noted� ho�e�er� that b�i�ding� and 

�eat�re� that do not con�or� to �oca� character �ay nonethe�e�� ha�e heritage 

�igni�icance and thi� �i�� a��o be taken into acco�nt d�ring deci�ion �aking� 

�hi��t the �rinci�a� characteri�tic� �or a�� area� ha�e been ����ari�ed� it ha� not been 

�o��ib�e to i����trate each indi�id�a� �eat�re and con�e��ent�y the ab�ence o� a �eat�re 

�ro� thi� doc��ent doe� not nece��ari�y �ean that it i� �ni��ortant to the character o� 

the �oca� area� ��rther to thi�� �o�e gro��ing� o� ho��e� are not �arge eno�gh to �rod�ce 

their o�n character area� the ab�ence o� thi� doe� not �ean they are �ni��ortant to the 

character o� the �oca� area and �ho��d be a��e��ed on a ca�e�by�ca�e ba�i� ��ing re�e�ant 

��anning �o�icy doc��ent� and g�idance� 
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7. Historical Development of Edenbridge 
�he �ari�h o� Edenbridge i� �ocated in the �o�th �e�t corner o� �e�enoak� �i�trict� on 

the border o� �ent and ��rrey� �he �e�tern border o� the �ari�h i� �ith the ��rrey 

�ari�he� o� �or�an��and and �i����ie�d in �andridge �i�trict� �he northern bo�ndary i� 

�ith the �ari�h o� �e�terha� and Crockha� �i��� and the ea�tern and �o�thern 

bo�ndary i� �ith the �ari�he� o� Co�den and �e�er� �he �o���ation o� the �ari�h o� 

Edenbridge at the ���� Cen��� �a� ������  

�he ear�ie�t �ett�e�ent in Edenbridge a��ear� to ha�e de�e�o�ed in �o�an ti�e� aro�nd 

the ��ace �here the �ondon to �e�e� �o�an �oad cro��e� the ri�er Eden� �robab�y �ia a 

�ooden bridge� �he �o�an �oad ro�te i� �ti�� c�ear�y �i�ib�e and a de�ining �eat�re o� the 

to�n� �t i� kno�n that a bridge e�i�ted in �a�on ti�e�� and tho�ght that a �i��age had 

�robab�y de�e�o�ed by the ��th Cent�ry� �he ear�ie�t �art� o� the �ari�h Ch�rch date 

back to the �ate ��th Cent�ry� �ecord� �ho� that in ����� Eadhe��� an Abbot o� 

Canterb�ry ordered a bridge to be b�i�t� and �o the ��ace beca�e kno�n a� 

Eadhe���br�gge �hich in ti�e beca�e Edenbridge� and the ri�er beca�e the Eden�  

�n ���� �enry ��� granted a Charter �or a �eek�y �arket� �ike�y to ha�e been �ocated in 

the triang��ar ��ace kno�n a� �he ���are in the centre o� the to�n� and thi� ��gge�t� 

that the �i��age �a� o� a �igni�icant �i�e by thi� ti�e� �ith an agric��t�ra� hinter�and ba�ed 

aro�nd kee�ing �ig� and catt�e in �ie�d� created tho�gh de�ore�tation� �he �ir�t �tone 

bridge� �ith � arche�� �a� b�i�t in the ti�e o� �enry ����  

�n ��dor ti�e�� Edenbridge en�oyed a �eriod 

o� �ro��erity� and the hi�toric centre o� the 

to�n contain� �o�e �ine o�d ti�ber �ra�e 

b�i�ding� �ro� thi� ti�e� �he �ea�d 

�rod�ced 80% of the country’s iron, and the 

to�n �ro�ided a �arket centre �or thi� 

ind��try� �he town’s fortunes declined during 

the ��th and ��th cent�rie�� �ith the 

co��a��e o� the �ea�den iron ind��try� and a 

�a��ing o�t o� �a�o�r �ith the rich City 

�erchant�� �he ne�t �a�or �ha�e o� 

de�e�o��ent in the to�n took ��ace in the 

��th Cent�ry in re��on�e to the arri�a� o� 

t�o rai��ay�� �ro�iding connection� bet�een 

the to�n and �ondon� �ent and ����e�� �hi� 

a��ected both the econo�y and �hy�ica� 

�ha�e o� the to�n� and ho��e� b�i�t in �ate�

�ictorian and Ed�ardian ti�e� can be �o�nd 

thro�gho�t the to�n�  



�� 
 

Development of the first ‘social housing’ in 

the town too� �lace in the ���0s� �he ne�t 

�a�or e��ansion too� �lace after �orld �ar 

�� in ���� when the then �ondon �ounty 

�ouncil was gi�en �lanning �er�ission for 

o�er 800 houses and associated 

infrastructure, including industrial estates 

�with e��loy�ent for �000 �eo�le�, school 

facilities and �ri�ate housing� �t was at this 

ti�e that �reen �elt �olicies first ca�e into 

effect following the ���� �own and 

�ountry �lanning �ct, defining the �oundary 

of the �uilt area of the town� �he idea of a 

‘Relief Road’ to alleviate congestion in the 

�igh �treet was first �ooted� �he ���0s 

saw the closure of the �annery and 

su�se�uent construction of the 

�eather�ar�et retail de�elo��ent, �urther 

housing de�elo��ent too� �lace in the 

���0��0s on �rownfield sites in the town� �n 

the ���0s the decision was ta�en to 

�roceed with the �hased construction of the 

‘Relief Road’, linked to the de�elo��ent of a 

large su�er�ar�et to the rear of the 

�eather�ar�et, and a nu��er of further 

housing de�elo��ents in the town�  

�he early �000s saw the co��letion of the 

�elief �oad, associated i��ro�e�ents to the 

�igh �treet, the construction of the 

�resha�s �ay, �t �ohns �ay, the closure 

of �den �alley �chool, and the de�elo��ent 

of residential facilities for �eo�le with 

disa�ilities �ust off �e�er �oad� �he �ost 

recent de�elo��ents include �den �entre, 

the associated housing in �ray �oad and 

�a�ley �ar�� �o�e s�all infill sites continue 

to �ro�ide additional housing ca�acity�� 

                                              

� Information accessed from ‘An Introduction to Edenbridge’ from the Draft Edenbridge Neighbourhood 

�lan ��0���� �ccessed fro� �den�ridge �own �ouncil we�site�  


