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Ex-solder sets his sights 
on a new life after 17 
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References from ‘The Good Care Group: Client Outcome’ Copyright @ 2018
1 & 2: Help the Aged (2006), Preventing Falls. Managing the risk and effect of falls among older people in care homes. http://tinyurl.com/6l5pve8 
3: NHS Safety Thermometer Data, May 2018 4: http://eprints.lancs.ac.uk/81575/6/szczepura.bmjopen.2016.pdf

thegoodcaregroup.com

Total peace of mind, a better quality of life

For complete peace of mind, our care advisors are on hand to guide you through how 
best we can support conditions such as dementia, Parkinsons, MS and palliative care 
as well as support for people who need general care to remain in their own home

The Good Care Group difference
Our clients are 60% less likely to suffer a fall than in                   
a care home1

Our clients are 8 times less likely to suffer serious injury due     
to falls compared to a care home2

Our clients are 4 times less likely to acquire a pressure sore      
than in hospital3

Our professional carers are trained to detect infections, such 
as UTIs, and to check vital signs, further reducing hospital 
admissions

Our unique dementia care makes our clients twice less likely to 
require  anti-Psychotic medication than those in a care home4

01732 441098
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PROTECT  
YOURSELF 
& OTHERS

CORONAVIRUS

Wash your hands  
more often  
for 20 seconds
Use soap and water or a hand sanitiser when you:

• Get home or into work

• Blow your nose, sneeze or cough

• Eat or handle food

Coronavirus

For more information and the Government’s  
Action Plan go to nhs.uk/coronaviruswww.morespace.solutions | 0800 00 33 55
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Your revised collection days are:
• Good Friday, 10 April – this collection will take place the 

next day, Saturday 11 April
• Easter Monday, 13 April – all collections this week will 

be one day later than usual until Saturday 18 April
• Early May Day Bank Holiday (VE Day), Friday 8 

May – this collection will take place the next day, 
Saturday 9 May

Our commitment to go carbon neutral
Climate change, due to carbon gas emissions, is one of the biggest environmental 
concerns of our time. We know it is happening and the effects could be devastating 
for people and wildlife, but there’s plenty we can all do to tackle the problem.

Following the Easter and May bank holidays, there will be changes 
to your rubbish, recycling and garden waste collection days.

As a council, we have already worked to reduce our 
carbon footprint. We have moved away from landfill, 
replaced some diesel vehicles with electric, installed 
electric charging points in our new car parks and 
introduced planning standards so new homes have 
a minimal impact on the environment.

But we know we need to do more. Cllr Peter Fleming, 
Leader of the Council, says: “We have a reputation as a 
council that leads by example, so we have unambiguously 
committed to working towards Net Zero carbon 
2030. We are under no illusion - this is a complex and 
challenging ambition and 2030 is only a few years away.”

“In what is a two-stage approach, we have set up a 
Councillor Working Group to lead on this important 
piece of work.

“As part of the first stage, we will set up a Green Summit 
bringing together groups, organisations, companies 
and experts to inspire residents. We will support 
the community to improve energy efficiency and we 
will make sure our suppliers have their own plans to 
become carbon neutral. We will work with schools, local 
communities and groups to create community transport 
hubs for short journeys.

“For the second stage, we will move to a renewable 
electricity supplier while rolling out ‘free’ electric 
car charging points in more of our car parks. We 
will continue to move more of our fleet to zero-
emissions vehicles.

“New buildings will be required to include electric 
vehicle charging points and we want to provide a free 
tree for every new home. New houses built to high 
environmental standards could benefit from a reduction 
on our part of their Council Tax bill for the first year.

To see our proposals in full, visit  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/netzero

Environment

Council Plan

Bank holiday waste and recycling collections
Environment

Council Plan

How you can make a difference….
There’s lots you can do to tackle climate change, 
be it eating less meat, using greener forms of 
transport and reducing waste.

For more information visit  
www.imperial.ac.uk/stories/climate-action

• Spring Bank Holiday, Monday 25 May – 
all collections this week will be one day 
later than usual until Saturday 30 May.

Please put your sacks out by 7am on your collection day to 
help prevent attracting animals and the build-up of litter.

View your collection days online at  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/collectiondays

 sevenoaksdistrictcouncilsevenoaksdc
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Sign up for a 3, 5 or 10k course in 
the beautiful surroundings of Knole 
Park on Sunday 10 May. The charity 
event is suitable for all ages and the 
money raised goes to the Sevenoaks 
Area Dementia Friendly Community 
(SADFC) and includes funding the 
Forget-me-not cafés, singing groups 
and cinema screenings. 

One person who has run every year 
since the race began in 2017 is 
Operations Director for Kent Fire and 
Rescue Service, Sean Bone-Knell. 
Sean, 53, who travels from Canterbury 
every year for the race, is also the 
National Fire Chiefs Council lead 
officer for dementia.

“My father lived with dementia for 
eight years until he passed away in 
April 2019, so last year’s event held a 
special place for me.”

Sean first signed up to the race when 
Kent Fire and Rescue Service won the 
Kent Dementia Friendly Business of 
the year award and SADFC co-founder 
Elaine Murray wasted no time in 
getting their team to sign up. “She was 
very persuasive!” says Sean.

When Sean first ran in 2017, he was 
the only member of his team to take 
part but as the years have gone on, 
he’s rallied others. 

“I was very pleased with my time last 
year and I have to say, the setting of 
Knole Park is fantastic. I had never 
really appreciated the beauty of this 
historic site and will definitely be 
taking some time after the run this 
year to see some more of Knole.”

Sean knows better than anyone 
how much the work of the SADFC 
means to people living with dementia, 
especially the Forget-me-not cafés.

“These places are so important for 
people and carers of people living 

Time to lace up and raise money for dementia
It won’t be long until we’re back in Knole Park for Run, walk or push against 
dementia and, although places are selling quicker than ever, you can still be part of it. 

with dementia so they 
can have an environment 
of happiness, enjoyment, 
music and laughter. 

“We all learn a little bit more every 
time we attend Run, walk or push. Just 
turning up and doing your bit goes a 
long way towards helping people who 
have been affected by dementia.” 

Wellbeing

Council Plan

To book your place in this year’s 
Run, walk or push on Sunday 
10 May, visit www.sevenoaks.
gov.uk/runwalkpush

Remembering Symone
Sevenoaks Area Dementia Friendly 
Community co-founder, Symone Salwan, 
passed away suddenly in February.

Symone was a great friend to 
the Council and worked tirelessly 
for residents and their families 
living with dementia. We are all 
saddened by her passing.

This year’s event will be in honour 
of Symone and we will remember 
her by continuing to raise money 
for dementia services.
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View our full range online at 
www.clearwellmobility.co.uk

* Prices exclude VAT and are available to those suffering from a 
long term condition or illness upon completion of a declaration

Walking Aids

Bath Lifts

Mobility Scooters

Stairlifts Riser Recliners

Footwear
Extra Wide 

& Extra 
Roomy

Easy  
Open!

From 
£1,790*

Your Local Mobility Experts

Profiling Beds

FREE

2019

01444 253 300Request yours
Or collect in store today

Burgess Hill 
21 Albert Drive
Burgess Hill
RH15 9TN 
Behind Tesco Superstore

01444 253 300

From 
£569*

From 
£799*

From 
£799*

From 
£299*

Walkers 
from 

£64.99*

Crawley 
12 Queensway
Crawley
RH10 1EJ 
Opposite Marks & Spencer

01293 577 977

Tunbridge Wells 
26 Grosvenor Road
Tunbridge Wells
TN1 2AR 
Opposite Tesco Metro

01892 544 933

why not Use yoUr spare  
room for extra income?
host families wanted for 
international stUdents

Joining and working with Guardians International 
is completely free:

	 Best UK rates paid

	 out of  pocket expenses covered

	 all information and hosting manuals provided

	 hosting & child safeguarding support provided

	 free enhanced dBs checks included (over 16s)

Fully accredited and validated by:

Interested? 

email at  
hosts@gis-uk.com or  
learn more about us at 

www.gis-uk.com

1. Half Page Ad STAGE 2.indd   1 05/02/2020   20:00
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www.sevenoaks.gov.uksevenoaksdc



Carl, who grew up in Cheshire, joined 
the Army in 1984 at the age of 16. 
Carl says: “I was young when I joined, 
probably too young, but at the time I 
felt it was my best option. I sacrificed 
any chance of gaining qualifications, 
but I needed to get away from a bad 
situation. While my home life was 
wonderful and my parents were loving 
and caring, I had serious problems 
outside of the home.”

After a posting in Bunda, west 
Germany, Carl left the Army aged 19. 
“As a qualified chef, I found work easy 
to come by,” says Carl. “But around 
2000, things began to go wrong. I was 
unhappy and began drinking heavily. 
I was diagnosed with Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) caused by 
problems during my childhood.”

Soon Carl’s life began to unravel. “I was 
drinking more and abusing substances 
to block out painful childhood 
memories. Inevitably, I lost my job and 

Ex-army man Carl gets the HERO treatment
After living on the streets for 17 years, former serviceman Carl is 
getting his life back on track thanks, in part, to our HERO team.

my home and ended up living on the 
streets. I stayed there, on and off, for 
the next 17 years,” says Carl.

“I was constantly moving about and 
while various authorities offered help, 
rarely did their promises materialise. 
I began to lose trust in people. Most 
professionals seemed to think ‘he can 
handle living rough, he’s ex-army’. 
But that wasn’t true. I desperately 
needed help.”

“By 2019, I felt I couldn’t cope with 
another year on the streets. Thankfully 
that’s when I met Caroline from the 
Council’s HERO team.”

Carl was sleeping rough in Sevenoaks 
town when Caroline approached him 
in June. “By this time, I couldn’t trust 
anyone and at first I turned her away,” 
remarks Carl. “But, she persisted and 
it turned out she’d been in the Army 
too. So, over the next few weeks we 
bonded and I began to trust her.”

“With Caroline’s help, I managed 
to get a long-term roof over my 
head for the first time in years 
at British Legion Industries. The 
Council’s HERO team helped with 
my application for housing benefit 
to pay the rent. I was referred to 
Mountbatten Pavilion who helped me 
to deal with my drink and substance 
abuse problems. I’ve not had drink 
or anything else since August.

“I’m making steady progress and my 
ambition is to work again, but that’s a 
little way off. But for the first time in 
ages, I’m optimistic about the future.”

“I would say to any ex-service 
personnel who need help, reach out, 
it’s available. The earlier you seek 
help the better.”

For housing, debt, retraining 
or benefit advice, speak with our 
HERO Team on 01732 227000.
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Support local singers as they step into the spotlight!

Coronavirus update from the Council

It’s almost time for the singing groups of Sevenoaks District to step 
up to the mic for the ‘Big Community Sing’ on Monday 4 May 2020. 

As In Shape went to print in early March, the 
Coronavirus situation was developing across the UK.

Singers of all ages and genres will be taking centre stage to 
entertain the audience at The Stag Theatre from 7pm.

Tickets are now on sale for just £5, with the funds being 
used to support local mental health services. It is well 
known that singing and being part of a community group is 
a great way to improve mental health and wellbeing.

Chairman of Sevenoaks District Council, Cllr John 
Edwards-Winser, says: “We had so many applications 
for this year’s ‘Big Community Sing’ but the final line up 

At the time of writing, most public 
events were still going ahead as 
scheduled, but the Government 
was considering restricting certain 
sized gatherings and closing some 
facilities in a bid to delay the spread 
of the virus.

We have lots of events and activities 
planned for the coming months – 
Run, walk or push against dementia, 
the Big Community Sing, Easter 
Family Fun days and the Kent Police 
Crime and Commissioner election.

With the situation changing on a 
daily basis, we would urge you to 

has now been confirmed and they can’t wait to put on a 
show for our residents.”

“Tickets will sell fast, so I urge everyone to book theirs 
soon so they don’t miss out. Tickets are only £5 and 
the money goes towards supporting local mental health 
charities across the District.”

You can purchase your ticket now by visiting the Stag 
Theatre Box Office in person, calling 01732 450175 
or online at www.stagsevenoaks.co.uk.

visit our website www.sevenoaks.gov.
uk to find out if any of our events or 
activities are cancelled.

To find out if there are changes to our 
services as a result of Coronavirus, visit 
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/coronavirus 
or call us on 01732 227000.

Further Coronavirus advice
If you are concerned about 
Coronavirus and would like advice on 
travel and how to reduce the spread of 
the virus, visit the NHS website  
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

The latest NHS advice (as of 12 March 

2020) is, if you have Coronavirus 
symptoms – either a high temperature 
or a new continuous cough – you 
should stay at home for seven days.

Do not go to a GP surgery, 
pharmacy or hospital.

You do not need to contact the NHS 
111 Coronavirus service to tell them 
you’re staying at home.

Use the NHS 111 Coronavirus service 
if you feel you cannot cope with your 
symptoms at home, if your condition 
gets worse or your symptoms do not 
get better after seven days.

The NHS 111 Coronavirus service is 
available online at https://111.nhs.
uk/covid-19 or by calling 111.
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Search out the Easter Bunny at 
Emmetts Garden
There are dozens of Easter egg hunts 
taking place around the District this 
spring! Hop to Emmetts Garden 
between 28 March and 13 April where 
the National Trust has once again 
teamed up with Cadburys to offer 
an exciting family Easter egg hunt. 
Explore the first signs of spring colour, 
nature and wildlife, as you reveal the 
clues and uncover your chocolate 
Cadbury prize.

Dance around the Maypole at 
Hever Castle
With the first May bank holiday 
comes the tradition of Morris and 
Maypole dancing. Hever Castle is 
holding a weekend-long festival 
celebrating May Day (2 and 3 May). 
Dance around the Maypole with 
brightly coloured ribbons intertwined, 
plus watch Morris dancing on the 
Castle forecourt.

Smell the flowers at Riverhill 
Himalayan Gardens
Fellow bluebell seekers, it’s our 
favourite time of year! The District 
will be blooming, so it’s the perfect 
time to head out and see the beautiful 
bluebell come to life. Riverhill 
Himalayan Gardens have organised 
an entire festival around their arrival 
(24 April to 6 May - except 29 April).

Taste the fruits at Squerryes 
Vineyard & Winery
Set high up on the North Downs along 
the iconic Pilgrim’s Way, it doesn’t get 
much more Kentish than the 36 acre 
vineyard at Squerryes, so where better 
than here to enjoy local award-winning 
wine and Kentish produce?

Stretch your legs on a stroll 
around Knole Park
It’s not just us humans feeling the 
spring in our step – the warmer 
weather encourages our wildlife to 

wake up and get active too, so it’s a 
great time to get out and about to 
spot birds, animals and insects. Enjoy 
a leisurely spring stroll with a trip to 
the National Trust’s Knole Park, and 
if you’re lucky, you might even catch 
a glimpse of the park’s deer herd. 

Enjoy a spot of set-jetting at 
Penshurst Place
Sevenoaks District has long been 
a magnet for film crews, with its  
gorgeous castles, stately homes and 
villages. With its marvellous manor 
house taking centre stage in a whole 
host of famous films, including Mary 
Queen of Scots, Wolf Hall and The 
Other Boleyn Girl, why not enjoy 
a spot of set-jetting with a visit 
to Penshurst this spring?

 

TOURISM

Six ways to spring into the new season
Whether you’re looking for glorious gardens, fabulous local food & 
drink or exciting seasonal events, these spring recommendations are 
sure to keep your social calendar as fresh as a daisy until summer…

To find out what else is 
taking place in Sevenoaks 
District this spring, visit www.
visitsevenoaksdistrict.co.uk 

Council Plan

Economy
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Gary is a full time carer for his wife 
who, after suffering eight strokes, 
is now a wheelchair user. Gary was 
desperate for a hiatus hernia operation 
but was too overweight for the surgery.

“I needed to be under 100kg to be 
able to have the operation. I went to 
my doctor to get some weight loss 
tablets but instead I was given the 
number for One You.”

Gary took the first step and called our 
One You service and he was paired 
with Jenny who helped him begin his 
journey. One You offer tailored advice 
and work around your individual needs 
to find a plan that works for you. Our 
experts will help you to understand the 
relationship between food, exercise and 
weight control. Each weekly session 
focuses on a particular subject including 
food labels, portion sizes and eating out.

“Jenny weighed me at every 
appointment. I had a food diary, which 
Jenny would look through to see if 
what I was eating was healthy or not 
and then we would talk about it.”

Gary’s problem was that he had fallen 
into bad habits. He would often eat 
fast food and an entire tub of ice 
cream. Since starting One You he has 
cut all of that out. One You has also 
helped Gary become more active.

“I walk the dogs more, and now I walk 
to our local Asda where I always used 
to drive. I’ve even purchased a cross 
trainer to keep myself fit and active. 
I do more jobs around the house 
too. When I was heavier, I just sat 
around the house on my computer 
or watching TV.”

Ditching fast food for good
Most of us want to lose 
weight or get fitter but life 
can often get in the way. 
This was certainly the case 
for forty-eight year old 
Gary Stiff from Swanley.

When Gary started with One You he 
weighed 17st 3lb, now he is almost 
two stone lighter at 15st 5lb and is 
still continuing with his weight loss to 
achieve a healthy weight. Although it 
has been a big challenge for Gary, he 
actually enjoyed going to his sessions.

“I did enjoy meeting Jenny for my 
appointments as I always looked 
forward to showing off my weight 
loss and proving to her that I was 

eating the right food. I would 
definitely recommend choosing 
One You, it has helped me be 
more active and I’m not depressed 
about my weight any more. I am 
a lot happier now.”

If Gary has inspired you and you are 
thinking about taking the first step 
in your weight loss journey, visit 
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/oneyou 
or call 0300 0200636.

FREE

Wellbeing

Council Plan
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Our time saving collection service 
means less trips to the tip and 
protects your car from mud and dirt. 
It’s also good for the environment as 
all the garden waste we take away 
is composted then sold as a soil 
improver and fertilizer.

Cabinet Member for ‘Cleaner and 
Greener’, Cllr Margot McArthur, 
says: “We’re really proud of our 

If you’re looking for a 
convenient and eco-
friendly way to dispose 
of your green waste, 
follow in the footsteps of 
11,000 Sevenoaks District 
residents and sign up to 
our Garden Waste service.

Weed it 
and reap!

Garden Waste service and we’ve 
had so much good feedback from the 
customers that use it. We’re always 
striving to make our residents’ lives 
easier and help people become 
more environmentally friendly; 
this service certainly does that.”

We collect your garden waste every 
two weeks, usually on the same 
day as your recycling and rubbish is 

collected, and there are two options 
to choose from:
• An annual permit for a 240-litre bin 

for £47 or a 140-litre bin for £32
• 25 garden waste sacks for £15
To apply for a permit or to find out 
where to by garden sacks, visit  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/gardenwaste 
or call 01732 227000. *Prices correct 
at time of printing - March 2020

Environment

Council Plan
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Save money fast by 
switching energy suppliers!
If you think you haven’t got time to 
compare energy bills, think again! 
We offer a free and trusted Switch and Save service 
for energy providers. The service is unbiased as we 
compare every single tariff available from every 
single supplier in the UK, then see if it’s worth 
your while switching.

Best of all, the process only takes five 
minutes and on average people who 
use the service save around £290 a 
year! All you need to begin are your 
current energy bills.

Let us help you save money today, 
visit www.sevenoaksswitchandsave.co.uk 

If you do not have access to a computer, 
you can free phone 01732 227 111 and 
speak to our friendly advisors to see 
if switching will save you money.

Whether it’s furniture, mattresses, ovens 
or washing machines, we offer a large item 
collection service from as little as £18.

Our collection service is fortnightly and is an 
easy and convenient way to dispose of bulky 
waste safely and legally. Once you’ve booked 
a collection, all you need to do is leave your 
items outside your property by 7am on the 
specified day.

Find out more and 
book your collection 
by visiting www.
sevenoaks.gov.uk/
largeitems or call 
01732 227000.

Spring clean into action!
If you’re embarking on a 
spring clean this Easter, we 
can collect almost all large 
household items.



The five ornamental lakes date 
back to 1740 and once formed part 
of the Bradbourne Estate before 
Sevenoaks Urban Council took over 
responsibility in 1935.

In the following years, we and the 
community have worked together 
to maintain the much-loved park, 
recently investing in new fencing, 
gates and benches.

We are now seeking the biggest 
overhaul of the Lakes since they 
were built to secure their future for 
generations to come.

In 2018, we employed leisure experts, 
Land Use Consultants (LUC), to seek 
the views and priorities of visitors, the 
Bradbourne Residents’ Association 
and the wider community. They said 
they wanted action to de-silt the 
lakes and repair the lake edges, repair 
broken structures and the paths, cut 
back overgrown vegetation and make 
changes to support wildlife.

You don’t need shedloads of 
experience as the competition is 
open to novice and expert gardeners 
alike. You can enter any sized garden, 
even a window box or pot.

Best of all you don’t need pots of 
money as entry is completely free.

In fact everyone who takes part 
will receive a voucher to spend 
at Coolings Nurseries.

For details of this year’s 
categories and entry forms, 
visit www.coolings.co.uk

After securing £252,000 from homebuilders to help revitalise Bradbourne Lakes in 
Sevenoaks, we are now working to bring in a further £1 million for the improvements.

The competition gives residents the chance to show 
how their gardening skills have blossomed, making the 
Sevenoaks District a greener, brighter place to live.

Next steps agreed for Bradbourne Lakes improvements

Spring into the In Bloom competition 

Last year, we invested a further 
£60,000 employing LUC to draw up 
a vision to improve the lakes. The 
company carried out detailed tree, 
wildlife, water and structural surveys 
before unveiling the vision is estimated 
to cost nearly £1.3 million. The 
improvements include:
• Draining and repairing some of 

the lakes and removing more than 
5,000 tonnes of silt

• Repairing paths and creating a new 
circular walk

• Repairing bridges and other structures
• Creating a new nature play area
• Pruning trees
• Establishing a wet woodland habitat
• Adding new plants throughout the 

lakes that support wildlife
• Creating deadwood areas, such 

as log and brush piles, to support 
reptiles, small mammals and 
invertebrates

• Putting up bat and bird boxes

We have already secured £252,000 
towards the improvements 
from homebuilders under the 
‘Community Infrastructure Levy’ 
a charge collected by us on new, 
larger developments in the District. 
We are now working with LUC to 
attract further funding.

Environment

Council Plan

New home for 
Swanley services
From 1 April, all our Swanley-based 
services will move from the Link to 
Citizen’s Advice, next to Wilko.

Our services operating out of the 
town are:

• Benefit surgeries – help 
applying for Housing Benefit 
& Council Tax Reduction 
Wednesdays 9.30am to 12.30pm 
and alternate Wednesdays 
1.30pm to 4pm (starting 1 April)

• HERO – help with housing, 
budgeting and finding work. 
Tuesdays and Fridays 9am 
to 5pm

• One You – health improvement 
Tuesdays and Fridays 
9am to 5pm
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The services can provide trips to the 
supermarket or hospital as well as 
social events across the District.

Charges often apply together with terms 
and conditions – please contact the 
organisation responsible for full details.

Joan Wheeler from Sevenoaks is a 
regular user of the Compaid service 
and says: “The service is a godsend. 
Without the kind and caring drivers 
at Compaid it would not be possible 
to meet up with friends and socialise. 
I could not imagine life without it!”

Since last April, over 1,500 of the 
District’s businesses have received rates 
relief, saving them more than £5 million.

Although the rates and rules are set 
by Government, we’ll always helping 
businesses get all the support to 
which they are entitled.

This year we’re continuing our 
discount scheme with extra assistance 

for smaller retailers and community 
hubs like pubs.

Cllr Matthew Dickins, the Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Finance, 
says: “Continuing to support and 
develop the local economy is a 
priority for the Council. Business 
Rates can be time consuming to 
calculate, particularly if you’re a small 
enterprise, so the Council is doing 

the heavy lifting by reviewing each 
account and applying reductions 
wherever possible so you don’t 
have to.

Businesses who believe they may 
be entitled to discounts or reliefs, 
but have not seen any reductions 
on their Business Rates bill, should 
call us on 01732 227000 or email 
revenues@sevenoaks.gov.uk.

If you need help getting from A to B there are many community services 
providing a lifeline to people with little or no access to public transport.

We know it can be a struggle running a business, particularly on the high street.  
So we’re making sure they receive all the help they’re entitled to with their Business Rates bills.

Lifeline on four wheels

Supporting local businesses

Sevenoaks resident Joan Wheeler with Compaid driver Nicky Winfield

Volunteer 
driver services
As well as minibus 
services, there are 
several volunteer driver 
services operating 
across the District. 

Full details can 
be found in our 
‘Community Transport 
Services’ leaflet. 

Call us on 01732 227000 
for your free copy.

Minibus transport services
Kent Karrier Service 
01892 832447  
transport@compaid.org.uk  
www.kent.gov.uk/travelaroundkent

Age UK Sevenoaks & Tonbridge 
01732 454108  
office@ageuksevenoaks 
andtonbridge.org.uk

British Red Cross 
0344 871 1111  
contactus@redcross.org.uk 
www.redcross.org.uk

Buses 4U 
01883 732791  
rtp@tandridge.gov.uk 

Compaid 
01892 832447  
transport@compaid.org.uk

NHS Patient Transport Service 
08000 960211

Rural Age Concern Darent Valley 
01322 668106  
admin@racdv.org.uk  
www.racdv.org.uk 

Council Plan

Economy
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We are working to transform the site 
of the former Meeting Point building 
at 27 to 37 High Street Swanley. 

The proposed high-quality 
development is intended to help 
kick-start the regeneration of this 
important gateway site, setting the 
standard for future developments 
in Swanley, including the site of the 
former working men’s club opposite.

Our proposals are for a business hub 
on the ground floor providing shared 
workspaces for start-ups and services 
for other enterprises, and a flexible 
space that can be available for events 
to support the local economy. Above 
the business hub would be 17 new 
one and two bedroom homes.

Eco-friendly building methods and 
energy efficiency are at the heart of 
the plans with air source heat pumps, 
electric vehicle charging points and 
cycle parking included along with a 
communal garden.

The planning application 
is expected to be decided 
in mid to late April. For 
more information, visit 
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/
swanleygateway

Swanley could have a brand new hub for start-up businesses and 
eco-friendly homes if planning permission is approved next month.

Business hub and homes plan for Swanley gatewayLifeline on four wheels

Supporting local businesses

Council Plan

Economy

The proposed business hub and 
new homes in Swanley High Street

Get your business moving with the ‘Business SatNav’

An artist’s impression of the Swanley Business Hub

Are you looking to get your 
venture off to a flying start or 
rev up your existing business? 
Then join the free Business 
SatNav programme.

To make sure your business 
stays in the fast lane, 
there’s marketing, PR, brand 
management and sales.

The programme offers 10 
hours of support in very 
small groups, providing help 
and advice tuned to your 
business needs.

And the all-important cash 
flow, finance and business 
operation to help keep your 
business on the road.

You’ll cover product 
development and identifying 
your customers and their 
needs to keep you moving in 
the right direction.

To find out about the next 
courses near you, visit the 
National Centre for Micro 
Business www.ncmb.co.uk/ 
mbc or email info@ ncmb.co.uk.
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When Cllr John Edwards-Winser 
became chairman last year, the 
rugby fanatic was determined 
to use his year to promote sport 
and a local children’s charity.

Since taking the hot seat, 
John has attended more than 
200 events to promote the 
District, celebrate our residents’ 
achievements while raising 
thousands of pounds for Demelza.

To invite John to an event, e-mail 
chairman@sevenoaks.gov.uk, 
call 01732 227165 or visit www.
sevenoaks.gov.uk/chairman. 
You can follow John on Twitter 
at @sdc_chairman.

Chairman John’s busy year

He picks up the ball and runs with it! – After 
he took the Chairman’s role in May, John kicks 
off a busy year.

Remembering the sacrifice of others – 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of 
the D-Day landings.

Making his mark – helping-out at last summer’s 
Family Fun Days.

Ahoy there - celebrating the contribution 
of civilian seaman and women for Merchant 
Navy Day.

Spur of the moment - John opens the 
Shoreham Heavy Horse Show in September.

The Chairman’s reign – wet weather won’t 
stop John from enjoying the Hartley ‘Every 
step counts’ walk.

Good Thymes – handing over Xmas presents 
donated by Council staff & Councillors to 
Ellenor & a women’s refuge.

Yule love this – Joining Dunton Green 
Primary School for a charity ‘Carolothon’ 
in support of Demelza.

Walking & talking - launching Chiddingstone 
Tuesday Socials bringing the community 
together for a friendly walk & lunch.

www.sevenoaks.gov.uk
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Over the Easter school holidays, we’ll be running our ‘eggcellent’, free Family Fun Days.

In the last two years, we have allocated more than £4.5 million of funding secured from 
homebuilders and developers to improve infrastructure and services in the District.

There will be four days where the 
whole family can try their hand at 
crafts, biscuit making, games and 
much, much more!

They’re ideal for parents and guardians 
who are looking to keep their children 
busy over the break in a friendly and 
safe environment.

With the wide variety of activities 
on offer, there will be something 
for everyone!

There’s no booking, simply hop along 
and enjoy what’s on offer. Children 
must be supervised by a parent or 
guardian at all times.

The funding comes from the 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), a 
charge levied by us on new, generally 
larger housing and retail developments, 
in the Sevenoaks District. We set and 
collect the charge and organisations 
can bid for a slice of the funding 
through our CIL Spending Board.

Funding is supporting local councils, 
voluntary groups, the NHS and other 
organisations with their projects from 
flood defences to lake improvements 
and health centres to leisure centres. 
Sevenoaks Day Care, the Otford 
Patient Participation Group and the 
Fordcombe Hall Trust are some of 

the organisations that have already 
received funding.

To find out about the application 
process for CIL infrastructure 
funding, email cil@sevenoaks.gov.
uk or call our Planning Policy team 
on 01732 227000.

Hop along for FREE, Easter family fun

Millions of pounds secured for local projects

The Fun Days take place between 10am and 
2pm on the following days:

• Monday 6 April, 10am to 2pm – Swanley 
Park, New Barn Road  BR8 7PW

• Tuesday 7 April, 10am to 2pm – Rickards 
Hall, 72A High Street, Edenbridge  TN8 5AR 
(behind the Eden Valley Museum)

• Wednesday 8 April, 11am to 3pm – Eynsford 
Village Hall, High Street  DA4 0AA

• Thursday 9 April, 10am to 2pm – Leigh Village 
Hall (the small hall), High Street  TN11 8RL

Easter Family Fun Days are funded and organised 
by us and run by Play Place with support 
from local town and parish councils who are 
providing the venues.

Schemes funded by CIL:
• Upper Darent flood reduction works - £29,000
• Four Elms playground improvements - £3,000
• Darent Valley path enhancements - £101,365
• Swanley Station improvements - £750,000
• Bat & Ball station refurbishment - £258,274
• Sevenoaks Nursery rebuild - £100,000
• Westerham public toilet improvements - £18,685
• Edenbridge public toilets improvements - £34,000
• Otford health pod - £2,500
• Disabled play equipment in Swanley - £10,000
• Edenbridge Health Hub - £600,000
• Bat & Ball Community Centre - £1,200,000

• Fordcombe Village community hall - £185,000
• New White Oak Leisure Centre - £900,000
• Bradbourne Lakes improvements - £252,400
• Additional parking in Westerham - £49,975
• Bus service in Sevenoaks and surrounding villages for 

people with disabilities - £71,962

FREE
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Few know this better than Shaun 
Seldon and, having lost six stone 
in under a year against a backdrop 
of bereavement, his story is one he 
hopes will inspire others.

“Weight loss was never easy and I’d 
tried for many years to control my 
diet,” says the 37-year-old technical 
support analyst from Dunton Green.

“Frankly my lifestyle was far from 
healthy and I would go so far as to 
say it was pretty self-destructive.

“My Mum was always concerned 
about my health and when we lost 
her on Boxing Day 2018, after 
a short fight following a brain 
tumour diagnosis, it seemed to be 
a wake-up call,” explains Shaun.

Two months later, in February 2019, 

he took the decision to turn his life 
around. Then weighing-in at 145 kg 
(22.8 stone) Shaun had, within just 10 
months, dropped to 105 kg, losing six 
stone in the process.

Addressing the sort of uphill battle he 
faced when it came to weight loss can 
be a lonely one and he’s quick to stress 
the role of friend and personal trainer 
James Arnold, a member of the Wellness 
team at Sencio Community Leisure.

“Shaun had been overweight for 
many years, he’d gone through a 
bereavement and had a hiatus hernia, 
so we needed to take all of this into 
consideration,” says James.

“He put in all the work, overcoming 
many mental and physical obstacles 
and his commitment and hard work 
paid off. Training Shaun has been a 

pleasure and I know he will keep up 
his new lifestyle. I couldn’t be happier 
for him.”

In response, Shaun is keen to praise 
James for the role he’s played in their 
partnership.

“I couldn’t have done this without 
James or the friendly, supportive 
environment at Sevenoaks Leisure 
Centre. Crucially, James has made this 
whole experience fun,” says Shaun.

“If there’s anyone reading this thinking 
‘I can’t do it, what’s the point?’, then I 
hope they might look at me and think 
‘Well, if he can do it, then so can I.”

If you need advice on weight loss, speak 
to a member of the Wellness team at 
your nearest Sencio Community Leisure 
centre. Visit www.sencio.org.uk

“If I can do it, anyone can do it,” says Shaun
For many, losing weight is a modern-day holy grail. Time-strapped lifestyles, 
pressure from many directions and easy access to cheap foods high on 
convenience but low on nutritional value contribute little to healthy living.

Health

Council Plan
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Almost 140,000 children cannot swim the required 25 metres on leaving primary school. 
That’s one-in-four and, when you consider more than 400 people accidentally drown 
in the UK every year, the need for education and increased safety awareness is vital.

The longer days are here and – for many golfers – it’s “that time” of year. We asked 
PGA head professional Mark Watt of Lullingstone Park Golf Course for some tips 
to get seasoned, novice and returning players back in the swing of things.

Swimming is a matter of life and death

The statistics are included in data from Swim England’s 
Active Lives Children and Young People report, while 
research released by the Royal Life Saving Society paint an 
equally disturbing picture.

Mark Horne, a swimming instructor for Sencio Community 
Leisure, says: “Swimming is a fun pursuit as well as a 
fantastic, gentle-on-the-joints way for people of all ages to 
stay healthy. However, we must take seriously that being 
equipped with the training to keep yourself safe in and 
around water is an essential life skill.

“Sencio has a comprehensive swimming education 
programme designed to offer a structured route through 
which children can progress under a nationally recognised 
scheme,” explains Mark. You can join Sencio Community 
Leisure’s swimming lesson courses at any time subject to 
availability. Contact your local centre for details.

Swing into spring

“First off, get yourself and your 
equipment ready, especially if your 
clubs are caked in dirt from last year,” 
says Mark. “You may need clubs 
re-gripped or even need new ones, 
so take a look at what new products 
have come out that may help 
improve your game.

“Start with some practice sessions. 
Hit lots of wedge shots and aim at 
different targets to develop feel 
and control. This will also get your 
body moving again after the winter 
lay off. Also get yourself around the 
putting green to practice chipping 
and putting.

“Don’t take those early games too 
seriously and give yourself time 
to improve this season. If you feel 
you’re struggling come and have 
some tuition.

 “And this has been a wet winter 
so do keep in mind your game may 
need adjusting in the first few weeks 
of the season.”

For further information, visit  
www.lullingstonegolfcourse.co.uk

Special reader offer!
2 for 1 at Lullingstone 
Park Golf Course
Available all week on the 
nine and 18 hole courses 
until 30 April 2020.

Prices start from £11.75pp

To book, call 01959 533793

www.lullingstonegolfcourse.co.uk
Voucher must be presented on arrival. 
One voucher per two players. Free 
round will be applied to cheapest rate.
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Sevenoaks District
Community Safety Partnership

COMMUNITY SAFETY 18

Sevenoaks District Community Safety Unit
To report or receive advice on: anti-social behaviour, fly-tipping, graffiti, 
licensed premises, abandoned vehicles, environmental and noise nuisance, 
crime reduction, neighbourhood watch and other community safety issues, 
call 01732 227000 or e-mail community.safety@sevenoaks.gov.uk

The Kenward Trust, which receives 
funding from the Community Safety 
Partnership (CSP), has been providing 
targeted youth work across the 
District since 2004.

John Shanley, the Manager of ‘Kenward 
in the Community’, spoke with In Shape 
about the work of his team.

“The way drugs and alcohol are used 
and abused today is an issue for young 
people and all too often it can be the 
root cause of anti-social behaviour.

“We work closely with the CSP which 
includes the District Council, Police 
and others, who are quick to respond 
to rising issues. Our youth workers 
respond quickly too, going wherever 
the problem is, day or night.”

“We have worked at Bat and Ball train 
station, Greatness and the Vine in 
Sevenoaks, Westerham, Edenbridge 
and Swanley. More recently, we have 
travelled with young people on the 
train between Swanley to Otford.

“Kenward is normally the first team to 
engage young people to understand 
what is going on. Often there are just 
one or two individuals, with wider 
problems, who are at the heart of the 
issue. We will work hardest with them.

“We will deliver much needed youth 
work, projects and activities to keep 
young people away from substance 
misuse. This model has worked well 
for many years.

“The good news is our work, more 
often than not, leads to a reduction in 
anti-social behaviour while helping to 

keep young people out of trouble and 
off drugs and alcohol.”

In November, the Kenward Trust 
received recognition for its work 
when it clinched one of the runner up 
spots in the 2019 Colyer-Fergusson 
Charity Awards. John adds: “We were 
honoured to take home an award 
in the ‘Turning Young Lives Around’ 
category. It recognised our innovative 

approach to improving the lives of 
young people with complex issues. 
It was a boost for everyone at the 
Kenward Trust to know our work is 
making a difference.”

To find out more about the Kenward 
Trust, visit www.kenwardtrust.org.uk  

If you are concerned about anti-social 
behaviour in your community, call us 
on 01732 227000.

A local charity is helping to reduce anti-social behaviour by 
tackling drug and alcohol abuse amongst young people.

Working with young people to cut anti-social behaviour
Safety

Council Plan
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Get back on your bike with 
free ‘Ride Skills’

19COMMUNITY SAFETY 1919

Reporting crime
To report a crime that is taking place, 
always call 999. If the incident has 
passed, call Kent Police on 101 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111

Social media
For the latest community 
safety news follow us on 
Twitter visit @sdc_csp 

Tackling domestic abuse
For support and advice for all victims of 
Domestic Abuse call the Domestic Abuse 
Volunteer Support Service on 01892 570538

For the Community Domestic Abuse  
Programme for men call 07933 359210

Organised by the Sevenoaks District 
Community Safety Partnership, the 
event took place at the Stag Theatre, 
Sevenoaks.

This year’s Safer Internet Day theme 
was identity online, opening up 
conversations with young people on 
whether the internet allows them to 
experiment and express themselves.

The day consisted of two sessions 
of one-hour, hands on workshops 
covering staying safe online, safe 
gaming, protection from online 
grooming, protecting privacy and how 
to avoid talking to strangers.

The event, delivered to over 200 Year 
5 and 6 pupils, complimented the 
schools’ Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic study.

Cllr Lesley Dyball, our Cabinet Member 
for People and Places, says: “We 
were delighted to join events up and 
down the country celebrating Safer 

Fifteen schools from across the District took part 
in our Safer Internet Day event on 11 February.

Internet Day. The internet has 
transformed our lives for the better, 
but we know there are potential 
risks, especially for young people. 
But by working with schools and our 
partners, we are helping pupils to 
reduce online danger. This is part 
of our wider commitment to help 
residents stay safe.”

One teacher said: “This was fun 
way a to help pupils understand 

a serious subject. The sessions 
were interactive, helping pupils 
engage with the issue. We would 
like to thank the District Council 
and Community Safety Partnership 
for running this great event.”

To find out more about Safer 
Internet Day and staying safe 
online, visit www.saferinternet.org.
uk/safer-internet-day

Pupils ‘like’ safer internet event

Doorstep criminals call on unsuspecting householders 
offering deals you can’t refuse! But, if you accept their 
work, the chances are you’ll pay much more than you’d 
bargained for with poor, unnecessary and sometimes 
dangerous work.

Common phrases used by these people include:

• We’ve been working on your neighbour’s property…

• I’ve worked on your property in the past, do you need 
further work?

• I was driving past when I noticed loose tiles on your 
roof…

• We’ve recently been released from prison and we’re 
on probation…

To get one-step ahead of the criminals, sign up to local 
scam alerts at www.kent.gov.uk/consumeralerts.

Don’t fall for the doorstep criminal

Safety

Council Plan

Chairman Cllr John Edward-Winser and Cllr Lesley Dyball, Cabinet Member for 
People and Places, with pupils from St. Katharine’s Primary School in Knockholt.
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Stuart McGregor (C) 
Edenbridge North  

and East
cllr.mcgregor@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 865559

Matthew Dickins (C) 
Cowden and Hever

cllr.dickins@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07910 328110 

Alan Layland (C) 
Edenbridge South  

and West
cllr.layland@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 864140

Lynda Harrison (C)  
Fawkham and West 

Kingsdown
cllr.harrison@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01474 854412

Alan Pett (C) 
Ash and New Ash Green

cllr.pett@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Kim Bayley (C) 
Dunton Green  
and Riverhead

cllr.bayley@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07919 050065

Alan Cheeseman (C)
Eynsford 

cllr.cheeseman@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
07840 844545 

John Grint (C) 
Halstead, Knockholt  
and Badgers Mount

cllr.grint@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01959 532809

Anna Firth (C) 
Brasted, Chevening  

and Sundridge
cllr.firth@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Philip McGarvey (C) 
Farningham, Horton  

Kirby and South Darenth
cllr.mcgarvey@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Larry Abraham (C) 
Hartley and Hodsoll  

Street
cllr.abraham@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01474 706690

Claire Nelson (C)  
Ash and New Ash Green

cllr.nelson@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07710 625854 

Rachel Waterton (I) 
Crockenhill and Well Hill
cllr.waterton@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Margot McArthur (C) 
Edenbridge South  

and West
cllr.mcarthur@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Faye Parkin (C) 
Fawkham and West 

Kingsdown
cllr.parkin@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01474 879425

George Pender (C) 
Ash and New Ash Green
cllr.pender@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01474 491123

Cameron Brown (C) 
Dunton Green and 

Riverhead
cllr.brown@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07950 266746

Brian Carroll (C)
Farningham, Horton  

Kirby and South Darenth
cllr.carroll@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07968 391247

Gary Williamson (C) 
Halstead, Knockholt  
and Badgers Mount

cllr.williamson@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01959 532370

James London (C) 
Brasted, Chevening  

and Sundridge
cllr.london@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 464678

James Barnett (C) 
Edenbridge North  

and East
cllr.barnett@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Maxine Fothergill (SI) 
Fawkham and West 

Kingsdown
cllr.fothergill@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000 

Penny Cole (C) 
Hartley and Hodsoll 

Street
cllr.penny.cole@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07540 668751

Conservative (C)  Independent (I)  Labour (L)  Liberal Democrat (LD)  Sevenoaks Independent (SI) 

Sevenoaks District Council’s priorities and policies are decided by 54 
Councillors who were elected by local people. The Sevenoaks District is divided 
into 26 smaller areas, known as wards and each ward is represented by one 
or more District Councillors. You are very welcome to contact the District 
Councillors to express your views and to ask for their help on local issues.

Your Councillors

Robert Piper (C) 
Brasted, Chevening  

and Sundridge
cllr.piper@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 455355
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Simon Reay (C) 
Kemsing

cllr.reay@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000 

Darren Kitchener (SI) 
Hextable

cllr.kitchener@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07496 818558

Tony Clayton (LD) 
Sevenoaks Eastern

cllr.clayton@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 451087

Peter Fleming (C)
Sevenoaks Town and  

St John’s
cllr.fleming@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227240

Jackie Griffiths (L) 
Swanley St. Mary’s

cllr.griffiths@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Christine Hudson (SI) 
Hextable

cllr.hudson@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01322 662271

Avril Hunter (C) 
Sevenoaks Kippington 

cllr.hunter@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
01732 453292

Clare Barnes (C)  
Swanley Christchurch and 

Swanley Village
cllr.c.barnes@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01322 613595

Glynnis Darrington (C) 
Swanley White Oak

clllr.g.darrington@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Julia Thornton (C) 
Seal and Weald

cllr.thornton@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

07831 234449

Dee Morris (C)  
Kemsing

cllr.morris@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07799 885795

Irene Collins (C) 
Sevenoaks Northern

cllr.collins@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Melissa Foster (C) – 
Swanley Christchurch and 

Swanley Village
cllr.foster@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Diana Esler (C)  
Westerham and 
Crockham Hill

cllr.esler@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 465089

Irene Roy (C)
Otford and Shoreham

cllr.roy@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Sue Coleman (C) 
Penshurst, Fordcombe 

and Chiddingstone
cllr.coleman@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01892 870435

Andrew Eyre (C) 
Sevenoaks Kippington
cllr.eyre@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 464865

Simon Raikes (C) 
Sevenoaks Town and  

St John’s
cllr.raikes@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 451707

Sarah Andrews (C) 
Swanley White Oak

cllr.andrews@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07810 342998

Roddy Hogarth (C) 
Seal and Weald

cllr.hogarth@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 760325

Merilyn Canet (LD) 
Sevenoaks Northern
cllr.canet@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 461397

Paul Darrington (C) 
Swanley White Oak

cllr.p.darrington@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

07788 197205

Elizabeth Purves (LD) 
Sevenoaks Eastern 

cllr.purves@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

James Osborne-Jackson (C)
Leigh and Chiddingstone 

Causeway
cllr.osborne-jackson@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000 

Graham Clack (C) 
Sevenoaks Town and  

St John’s
cllr.clack@sevenoaks.gov.uk 

07769 644576

Lesley Dyball (C) – 
Swanley St. Mary’s

cllr.dyball@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Kevin Maskell (C) 
Westerham and 
Crockham Hill

cllr.maskell@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07966 171398

John Edwards-Winser (C) 
Otford and Shoreham

cllr.edwards-winser@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

01959 522503

Perry Cole (C) 
Hartley and Hodsoll 

Street
cllr.perry.cole@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07834 768315

We have provided your District Councillors’ phone 
numbers and e-mail addresses. If you would like to write 
to them, their postal addresses are available on our 

website www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/councillors or by calling 
us on 01732 227000. If you are unsure which ward you 
live in, please call us on 01732 227000.

How to contact your District Councillors

Laurence Ball (C) 
Swanley Christchurch and 

Swanley Village
cllr.ball@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07515 770220

21YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 sevenoaksdistrictcouncilsevenoaksdc



Council considers next 
steps for the Local Plan

The Government appointed Inspector 
informed us of her conclusions in 
March, 11 months after we submitted 
the Plan. The inspector claimed we 
failed in our ‘Duty to Co-operate’, in 
other words working with neighbouring 
councils to accommodate homes that 
could not be built in the Sevenoaks 
District because of constraints, 
including the Green Belt.

Despite submitting over 800 pages 
of evidence setting out how we had 
worked with our neighbours during 
the production of the Plan, the 
Inspector said the engagement had 
not been constructive, meaningful or 
happened at the right time.

Neighbouring council and other 
organisations involved in this part of 
the plan have supported our evidence 
and approach.

As In Shape went to print, we were 
taking advice on our next steps.

Cllr Peter Fleming, Leader of the 
Council, says: “The Government has 
told us we should deliver 11,312 new 
homes. Over the past four years, we 

have worked with our communities 
to produce a new Local Plan that will 
protect the environment and nearly all 
of our Green Belt while providing much-
needed homes and infrastructure.”

“We put forward innovative solutions 
to deliver almost 10,000 homes in an 
area that’s 93% Green Belt.

“In our view, concluding we failed to co-
operate with neighbouring councils was 
the only way to halt our new Plan. We 
provided detailed evidence of our work 
with neighbours, but, from the outset, 
they said they couldn’t accommodate 
the homes we could not deliver.

“Our Local Plan is the first to be 
assessed under a new planning 
framework. We believe failing to meet 
the Government’s housing figure 
would impact on subsequent Local 
Plans across the country.

“It’s a huge frustration that after 
so much work, we cannot take our 
Plan forward. While we consider our 
options one thing is certain, we will 
continue to stand up for our residents 
and our environment.”

View the Inspector’s conclusions 
at www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/
localplannews

We have expressed disappointment that, in the 
final report, the Inspector appointed to examine 
our Local Plan has cited a failure to work with our 
neighbouring councils to find sites for new housing.

What is the Local Plan?
• In broad terms it’s a District-wide plan that says what can be built 

and where up to 2035.

• The Government says it should include 11,312 new homes to meets 
the District’s future needs.

• At the same time, the Government says it should continue to protect 
the Green Belt.

• Once agreed, it will be used to decide planning applications.

Save time, register to vote online
The deadline to register to vote 
for this election is midnight on 
Tuesday 21 April.

It only takes a few minutes 
to register online at www.
gov.uk/register-to-vote and 
all you need is your National 
Insurance number.

On Thursday 7 May 2020, 
you will have an opportunity 
to elect a Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Kent.

If you do not have access to 
the internet, call us on 01732 
227000 and we will send you 
a registration form.

The deadline to apply for a postal 
vote for this election is 5pm on 22 
April and the deadline for a proxy 
vote is 5pm on 29 April.

But, if you’re not registered to 
vote, you will not be able to take 
part and have your say.

SEVENOAKS DISTRICT 
LOCAL PLAN
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In Shape is published and distributed by Sevenoaks District 
Council to inform local residents and businesses about the 
work of the Council.

Editor Daniel Whitmarsh 
Editorial Assistants Amy McGauley and Alison Osborne 
e-mail communications@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
Tel 01732 227000 
Sevenoaks District Council, Council Offices, Argyle Road, 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1HG

Main Office
Argyle Road, Sevenoaks,  
Kent TN13 1HG
01732 227000 

Open Monday to Thursday 8.45am to 
5pm and Friday 8.45am to 4.45pm.

Emergencies (outside office hours) 
01732 227000  
then listen to the options.

Leisure centres
Ash Green Sports Centre*  
01474 707164
Edenbridge Leisure Centre**  
01732 865665
Lullingstone Park Golf Course**  
01959 533793
The Olympic, Swanley*  
01322 669201

 * Operated by the local town or parish Council

 ** Operated by Sencio Community Leisure

***  Operated by independent limited companies

Sevenoaks Indoor Bowls Centre***  
01732 451889
Sevenoaks Leisure Centre**  
01732 470700
White Oak Indoor Bowls Centre, Swanley***  
01322 665571
White Oak Leisure Centre, Swanley** 
01322 662188

In Shape is available in an audio format for 
residents with visual impairments and can 
be explained in other languages by calling 
01732 227000.

Design & print www.whateverdesign.co.uk 
Printed on environmentally friendly paper. Published March 2020.

Sevenoaks District Council at your fingertips

During February, planning 
permission was granted 
for a modern leisure 
centre for Swanley.
The new centre is intended to replace 
the current White Oak centre, which, 
at more than 50 years old, is coming 
to the end of its working life.

The new energy efficient centre 
includes a six-lane swimming pool with 
a movable floor, so it’s suitable for a 
wide range of users, a learner pool, a 
cutting-edge fitness studio and a multi-
purpose hall. Flexible, multi-use studios 
for classes and events alongside new 
activities, including Tag Active, and a 
soft play area, form part of the plans.

The centre would cost around £20 
million to build and equip and will be 

constructed in the grounds of the 
current White Oak Centre, which 
would remain open during the works.

After the new centre opens, we 
intend to build some new homes on 
the White Oak site. The proceeds 
from the homes on this and other 
sites in Swanley would help to 
pay for the new centre along 
with £900,000 of funding secured 
from homebuilders and developers 

and income from the new leisure 
centre operator.

The centre proposals will be considered 
by our Cabinet and Council, consisting 
of all 54 Councillors, during April. If 
given the green light, building work 
could start this summer with the new 
centre open to customers in late 2021.

For latest news, visit www.sevenoaks.
gov.uk/whiteoak

Plans approved for new Swanley leisure centreSave time, register to vote online
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No matter what size, we offer a fast, efficient and reliable 
service to help you through the build process, making 
sure your project meets the Building Regulations.

We recently gained an ISO 9001 quality management 
accreditation, which means you can be assured of an 
excellent service.

To find out more, visit www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/
buildingcontrol or call 01732 22736.

Are you extending or 
altering your home?
If so, our award-winning Building 
Control Partnership can help.

Are you extending or 
altering your home?

SWIMMING 
LESSONS 
MEMBERSHIP
£30 per month - juniors
£20  per month - parent 

& baby/pre-school

Ts&Cs apply: please visit website or ask in centre

Find out more at sencio.org.uk/memberships

EDENBRIDGE LEISURE CENTRE
 Stangrove Park, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 5LU | 01732 865665 | elc@sencio.org.uk

SEVENOAKS LEISURE CENTRE
Buckhurst Lane, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1LW | 01732 470700 | slc@sencio.org.uk

WHITE OAK LEISURE CENTRE
Hilda May Avenue, Swanley, Kent BR8 7BT | 01322 662188 | wolc@sencio.org.uk

Join us for  
children’s  

activities this 
Easter! 
2-15 April

   Weekly lesson taught 
by experienced and 
qualified instructors

   Unlimited swimming 7 
days a week

   Member rates on 
other centre activities

Swimming Lessons - Spring In Shape Advert - 90mmw x 128.5mmh.indd   1Swimming Lessons - Spring In Shape Advert - 90mmw x 128.5mmh.indd   1 28/01/2020   12:0528/01/2020   12:05
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