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MADE IN THE DISTRICT
From bikes to beer, from maps to musical guitar strings – they’re all made here!
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References from ‘The Good Care Group: Client Outcome’ Copyright @ 2018
1 & 2: Help the Aged (2006), Preventing Falls. Managing the risk and effect of falls among older people in care homes. http://tinyurl.com/6l5pve8 
3: NHS Safety Thermometer Data, May 2018 4: http://eprints.lancs.ac.uk/81575/6/szczepura.bmjopen.2016.pdf

thegoodcaregroup.com

Total peace of mind, a better quality of life

For complete peace of mind, our care advisors are on hand to guide you through how 
best we can support conditions such as dementia, Parkinsons, MS and palliative care 
as well as support for people who need general care to remain in their own home

The Good Care Group difference
Our clients are 60% less likely to suffer a fall than in                   
a care home1

Our clients are 8 times less likely to suffer serious injury due     
to falls compared to a care home2

Our clients are 4 times less likely to acquire a pressure sore      
than in hospital3

Our professional carers are trained to detect infections, such 
as UTIs, and to check vital signs, further reducing hospital 
admissions

Our unique dementia care makes our clients twice less likely to 
require  anti-Psychotic medication than those in a care home4

01732 441098

Safe

Effective

Caring

Responsive

Well-led

Inspected and rated

Outstanding

Outstanding

Outstanding

Outstanding

Outstanding

Outstanding

Shares from 35% • Low deposit needed

New two and three bedroom 
homes for shared ownership
Oakley Park, 
Edenbridge TN8 6GA

Available now

Register your interest:
visit westkent.org
email sales@wkha.org.uk
or tel 01732 749900

Follow us to hear about all our 
new shared ownership homes 

 @west_kent  WestKentHA
 @westkenthousingassociation

E7312_WK_Oakley Park Advert_AW.indd   1 05/09/2019   16:08
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Have your say on the new White Oak 
Leisure Centre
As In Shape went to print, the planning application for the 
state-of-the art centre was expected in October.

To find out more, including how to comment on the plans, 
visit www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/whiteoak

A brand new leisure centre for Swanley 
is a step closer with a planning 
application expected this autumn. 
We are intending to build a modern, energy efficient facility 
to replace the current White Oak centre, offering a first 
class experience. The new centre would include swimming 
and learner pools, a fitness suite with modern equipment, 
rooms for classes and events alongside new activities, 
including Tag Active.

After we unveiled our plans in March, we have made 
a number of significant changes following residents’ 
comments and suggestions.

We are now planning to include:

•  A state of the art, 100+ station fitness studio

•  A multi-purpose sports hall big enough for two 
badminton courts

•  A 25 metre, six lane swimming pool with a two metre-
deep moveable floor making it suitable for beginners 
through to sub aqua and water polo clubs

•  A bigger viewing area for the swimming pools

• A spin bike area in the fitness suite

•  Multi-purpose rooms and interconnected studios 
with flexible, moveable partition walls

• A viewing area and café

• A coach drop-off point in the car park

White Oak Leisure Centre was built in 1967 and has 
served generations of Swanley residents for more than 

New centre makes a splash

50 years. But, due to its age and condition, it’s coming 
to the end of its life. It is expensive to run, uses a lot of 
energy and will cost too much to repair.

The plans include dedicated cycle parking and car parking 
for around 140 vehicles.

The centre would cost £20 million to build and equip and 
will be constructed in the grounds of the current White Oak 
Leisure Centre, which would remain open during the works.

After the new leisure centre opens, it is planned to build 
some new homes on the White Oak site to help pay 
towards the new centre.

Cabinet Member for People and Places, Cllr Lesley Dyball, 
says: “We are really excited about our plans for White Oak. 
The proposals for a modernised centre provide excellent 
activities that reflect current leisure trends.”

“We have listened carefully to residents’ comments and we 
have made some significant changes so the new centre can 
cater for a wider-range of users.

“The new White Oak Leisure Centre would be 
environmentally friendly and economically viable, so 
we can continue to provide leisure in Swanley for 
generations to come.”

Health

Council Plan
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Our Community Grants Scheme supports volunteer-
led services within the District that help the health and 
wellbeing of our residents. If your community group falls 
in this category, we want to hear from you! Let us know 
how a grant could benefit what you’re doing and you 
could receive up to £5,000 of funding!

This year we paid £54,800 in grants to 25 local 
groups. Recipients included West Kent Mind who 
received £3,000 to extend their ‘Let it Grow’ project 
in Shoreham. The Royal Air Force Cadets 593 Swanley 
Squadron also received £1,000 to help cadets learn 
about cyber threats.

We’re helping to fulfil our 
promise to protect the 
environment by extending 
five Conservation Areas. 
In July, we agreed to improve and 
broaden Conservation Areas in 
Brasted, Leigh, Seal, Shoreham and 
Swanley Village, with Shoreham having 
two existing Conservation Areas 
merged into one.

People living in the Conservation 
Areas had an opportunity to comment 
on our proposals last October. The 
majority of residents and resident 
groups were extremely positive, with 
most people recognising the changes 
as being necessary to maintain the 
special character of the areas.

Conservation Areas provide extra 
planning protection to areas with historic 
character. In the Sevenoaks District, 
there are 42 Conservation Areas.

Cabinet Member for Development and 
Conservation, Cllr Julia Thornton, says: 
“We are passionate about preserving 

Grab a grant!

Conservation is key for the Sevenoaks District

We’re really proud that year-on-year, we provide grants to 
support the work of voluntary and charitable organisations 
across the District, and next year will be no different.

Visit www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/communitygrants, email 
grants@sevenoaks.gov.uk or call 01732 227000 for more 
information and to request an application form.

Jenny Godfrey, our Community Projects and Funding 
Officer, will be happy to help guide you through your 
application.

You have until Friday 22 November 2019 to return 
your application form so don’t miss out on an amazing 
opportunity to help support your services.

Successful applicants will receive their funding in 
April 2020.

the character of our beautiful District 
and these five updated and extended 
conservation areas will mean they 
will remain great places to live, work 
and visit.”

Cllr Thornton adds: “The overwhelmingly 
positive response to our public 

consultation shows that residents are 
just as keen as we are to preserve our 
historic villages as best we can.”

For full details of the changes to 
the Conservation Areas, visit www.
sevenoaks.gov.uk/conservation

Wellbeing

Council Plan

Environment

Council Plan

www.sevenoaks.gov.uk sdc_newsdesk

4 NEWS



As with all discounts and exemptions, there are some conditions. Visit www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/counciltax and click ‘Reduce your 
bill’ to find out more. You can also call us on 01732 227000 or email revenues@sevenoaks.gov.uk to discuss with our team. 

Making Council Tax discounts easy
We’re here to simplify the world of Council Tax! 

Severely mentally impaired
If you live with someone who is severely mentally 
impaired, including living with dementia, you can apply for 
a discount.

Physical disability
If you or someone in your home is disabled and use 
a wheelchair, have a treatment room or a second 
bathroom, you can apply for a discount.

Live-in carers
If you have a live-in carer who is not a spouse or partner 
and provides 35 or more hours of care a week, you may 
be entitled to a 25% discount.

Students 
People aged 18 or over in full-time education may be 
entitled to a discount. If everyone in your house is a 
student, you may be exempt from paying.

Single Occupancy 
If you’re aged 18 or over and live alone, you can apply 
for a 25% discount. You must be the only person living 
in your household.

Low income
If you are on a low income or out of work, we may be 
able to reduce your Council Tax bill if you apply for 
Council Tax Reduction.

Wellbeing

Council Plan

Have you ever thought you might be entitled to a reduction 
in your Council Tax but the idea of applying for it has put you 
off? Or perhaps you don’t have the time to do the research?

You’re not alone, lots of people think that applying for a 
Council Tax discount or exemption is complicated and time 
consuming, but we’re here to show you that it really isn’t.
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View our full range online at 
www.clearwellmobility.co.uk

* Prices exclude VAT and are available to those suffering from a 
long term condition or illness upon completion of a declaration

Walking Aids

Bath Lifts

Mobility Scooters

Stairlifts Riser Recliners

Footwear
Extra Wide 

& Extra 
Roomy

Easy  
Open!

From 
£1,790*

Your Local Mobility Experts

Profiling Beds

FREE

2019

01444 253 300Request yours
Or collect in store today

Burgess Hill 
21 Albert Drive
Burgess Hill
RH15 9TN 
Behind Tesco Superstore

01444 253 300

From 
£569*

From 
£799*

From 
£799*

From 
£299*

Walkers 
from 

£64.99*

Crawley 
12 Queensway
Crawley
RH10 1EJ 
Opposite Marks & Spencer

01293 577 977

Tunbridge Wells 
26 Grosvenor Road
Tunbridge Wells
TN1 2AR 
Opposite Tesco Metro

01892 544 933

NEWS 55
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The Darent Valley Community Rail 
Partnership launched on 1 September 
at Swanley station with guests and 
passengers being treated to a trip 
along the historic line with on board 
entertainment, including a magician 
and live music.

The Partnership aims to encourage 
more people to use the line that opened 
in 1871. There are usually two trains an 
hour offering easy access to attractions 
such as Lullingstone Roman Villa, Otford 
Palace, the Hop Shop and Mount 
Vineyard in Shoreham, not to mention 
country pubs and pretty villages.

Our Cabinet Member for People 
and Places, and Mayor of Swanley, 
Cllr Lesley Dyball, says: “Making 
the Swanley to Sevenoaks line a 
Community Rail Partnership is the 
start of an exciting journey. I hope 
it will act as a platform to promote 
the local economy and ensure 

Full steam ahead for rail partnership
A new partnership is on 
track to promote the scenic 
Darent Valley rail line from 
Swanley to Sevenoaks.

New Local Plan is put to the test

The Local Plan comprises of proposals 
for new homes, business space and 
community improvements while 
continuing to protect the much-
cherished Green Belt. Residents 
have played an important role in 
the development of the Plan by 
responding to three District-wide 
consultations in their thousands.

Karen Baker, a Government Planning 
Inspector, is chairing the hearings 
that will check the Plan meets all the 
legal requirements and the future 
development needs of the District.

These hearings are open to the public 
and you can come along and listen to 
any of the discussions. Anyone who 
has previously registered an interest in 
speaking at the hearings may be called 
upon by the Inspector to have their say.

The hearings began in September and 
the remaining sessions will take place 
as follows:

•  5 to 7 November 2019 - The Stag 
Theatre, Sevenoaks

•  12 to 15 November 2019 - 
Sevenoaks District Council Offices, 
Argyle Road.

SEVENOAKS DISTRICT 
LOCAL PLAN

Our new Local Plan is being examined at a 
series of hearings that began last month.

residents get the most from their local 
railway line.”

The partnership consists of ourselves, 

town and parish councils along 
the route, the Association of 
Community Rail Partnerships, Govia 
Thameslink and Southeastern.

Environment

Council Plan

Morning sessions begin at 10am and 
afternoon sessions begin at 2pm.

If approved, the Local Plan will 
become the foundation upon which 
all future planning applications in the 
District will be determined for the 
next two decades.

Find out more about the Local Plan 
Examination at www.sevenoaks.gov.
uk/localplanexamination
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Cllr Lesley Dyball at the launch

‘Bogie’ on down the lineKeep the good times rolling

   Swanley

   Eynsford

   Shoreham

   Otford

   Bat & Ball

   Sevenoaks



One of our top priorities is looking after 
our environment. With this in mind, we’ve 
teamed up with the Kent Wildlife Trust to 
restore Bitchet Common near Seal.

Bringing back Bitchet

Help hedgehogs thrive this autumn

Bitchet is a very special place. The Common, that’s part of 
the Knole Estate, was once a lowland heath, one of the 
rarest environments on earth, supporting a variety of wildlife.

But over the years, changes to the way the Common is used, 
together with non-native plants becoming widespread, has 
led to a decline in this habitat.

To bring Bitchet back to its former glory, we’re restoring 
five-and-a-half-hectares by removing rhododendron and 
birch and turning the soil to expose the seeds from native 
heathland plants, which have laid dormant for years. These 
works will make the ecosystem better for plants and animals.

We’re also opening up paths and bridleways so ramblers, 
dog walkers, horse riders, cyclists and families can enjoy 
the Common.

The project has caught the eye of several volunteers, 
including husband and wife duo Bob and Caroline Martin, 
who started work on Bitchet at the end of the summer.

Caroline says: “We’re so excited to be here at the start of 
the restoration. We began knowing little about the Common 

and its wildlife, but as time goes on, we’re beginning to 
understand how special this place really is!”

Bob adds: “The biggest thrill is being part of this fantastic 
project right from the start. We are looking forward to 
seeing the Common return to its former glory.”

Supported by the Enovert Community Fund and National 
Lottery Grants Heritage Fund, the works will take 18 months 
with the help of volunteers and contractors.

Find out more about the project and volunteering 
opportunities at www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/bitchet.

Volunteers Bob and Caroline Martin are helping to 
restore Bitchet Common

With hibernation season just around 
the corner, Kent Wildlife Trust is asking 
residents to make three small changes 
in their gardens that will make a huge 
difference to our spiny friends. 
Hedgehogs need to roam far and wide in search of food and 
mates, around 2 to 3km each night. Get together with your 
neighbours and cut 13cm holes at the bottom of fences and 
walls to create safe passage on a brand new hedgehog highway.

Stop using pesticides. Hedgehogs are natural ‘pest’ controllers 
and will thrive in gardens that contain slugs, caterpillars and 
beetles as food sources. Specialist hedgehog food or meaty cat 
food can also be left out but never give them cow’s milk, only 
fresh, clean water.

Hedgehogs usually hibernate from around October through 
to April and wild patches of garden with log or leaf piles make 
great nesting areas. Individuals are likely to move nesting sites 

at least once during this period so take great care when 
mowing or setting bonfires.

Visit www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/help-a-hedgehog for 
more ways to help hedgehogs and other wildlife in Kent.

Environment

Council Plan

Environment

Council Plan
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Autumn is the season of change, where 
leaves transform into magnificent 
colours and landscapes are alive with 
wildlife preparing for the colder months. 
So, what better way to experience the 
wonders of autumn than to get out-and-
about around the District?

There are a whole host of autumn 
events going on in the Sevenoaks 
District this season from colourful 
walks to spooky Halloween treats. So, 
dig out your woolly jumpers, pop on 
your wellies and let’s see what there is 
to discover… 

All the colours of the wind

Hever Castle gardens are exploding 
with warm autumnal colours, lacing 
your Sunday country walks with reds, 
ambers and golds. Every corner you 
turn on the Autumn Colour Trail will 
provide you with breath-taking scenes 

of rich orange beech leaves mingling 
with Japanese maples and tulip trees 
creating an explosion of colour. If 
that’s not tempting enough, from 1 to 
23 November, annual members can 
bring a friend for free.

Amber autumn walks

Lace up your walking boots and 
discover all the wonders of the 
woodlands this season. Those with a 
love of animals are in for a treat with 
a walk through the enchanting Knole 
woods. Here you can spot a deer or 
two, crunching through the amber 
leaf covered ground. Why not take 
the four-mile walk from the pretty 
village of Westerham to Chartwell 
and enjoy the wonders of the fiery 
landscape? Be sure to keep an eye out 
for the fly agaric – a fairy toadstool if 
ever there was one.

Scream for Halloween
Take a seat as you’re in for a treat. The 
witches and wizards have come out to 
play, so be sure to visit Penshurst Place 
on a chilly October’s day. Discover 
your inner sorcerer this half-term 
as Penshurst Place transforms for a 
week of ghoulishly good fun. Visit the 
wicked witch of the wild in the woods, 
become spellbound at the spells and 
tricks workshop, learn about potion 
masters from history and so much 
more! If you’re looking for some fruity 
fun then Riverhill Himalayan Gardens 
is the place to go as you can go on a 
jack-o’-lantern hunt and cosy up in the 
ghostly grotto where you’ll be able to 
carve a scary face into your pumpkins.

TOURISM

Leaves are falling, so 
autumn must be calling
Trees bursting with warm reds and golds, smoky smells of roaring 
bonfires, tangy tastes of mulled wine and shop windows decorated 
with pumpkins –the leaves are falling, which means autumn is calling!

For more inspiration on what to 
do this autumn, head to 
www.visitsevenoaksdistrict.co.uk

8
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Help keep your collectors safe
Your waste collectors take pride in providing an excellent 
weekly service, but we need your help to keep them safe by 
making sure there are no sharp objects in your rubbish sacks.

With our MOT service that will never 
happen because we only carry out 
the MOT. That means you can be 
certain of an unbiased report with 
no unnecessary repair charges.

Conveniently located just off the 

M25, our mechanics will MOT almost 
any vehicle at our Dunbrik depot in 
Sundridge. Our staff have a truck load 
of experience and pride themselves on 
giving you the highest level of service.

MOT tests start from £54.85 and 

you can book online at  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/mot or 
by calling 01732 227000.

Appointments are available Monday 
to Friday from 7.30am to 3.30pm – 
book today!

Don’t get exhausted 
by car repair charges

We’ve all been there… A shock MOT bill that you weren’t 
expecting because of repairs you didn’t even know you needed. 

From time-to-time, our collectors suffer 
serious cuts, as some residents leave sharp, 
dangerous items in their sacks. These injuries 
may require stitches and can result in our 
staff being unable to work. So please think of 
their safety when disposing of sharp objects.

You can keep your collectors safe by 
following our advice:

•  Put broken glass, ceramics or sharp metal 
objects in a sealed container (such as an 
ice cream tub) clearly marked next to your 
sacks on your collection day

•  Knives, scissors and other sharp 
metal objects can also be taken to 
a Kent County Council Household 
Waste Centre (also known as the tip)

•  We collect syringes and EpiPens 
in sharps boxes, provided by your 
chemist, once you’ve arranged 
a collection with us. Never put 
syringes or EpiPens in your sacks.

For further advice, call us on 
01732 227000.
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Clearly, the easy way to recycle!
Simply put these plastics into your clear sacks:

•  Plastic bottles and tops (but not bottles that held 
hazardous chemicals or motor oils)

•  Plastic yoghurt pots

• Margarine and ice cream tubs

• Fruit baskets and trays

We’ll collect them every week. They’ll be sorted 
then recycled by specialist companies, the majority 
of which are based here in the UK.

The BBC series ‘War on plastic’ has raised awareness of the 
impact of single use plastics. So in this issue of In Shape, 
we look at how you can recycle plastic packaging using our 
weekly collection service and other tips to help you cut 
down on plastic waste.

We’re making it easy for you to do your bit for the planet 
by collecting your plastic recycling and waste every week.

Plastic fantastic

Please rinse 
your plastic 

containers before 
they’re recycled

Your waste is 
fuel to produce 

electricity so little 
goes to landfill!

Power up
At present, we can’t recycle plastic film and bags 
and black plastic food trays. Wipes made with plastic 
cannot be recycled either.

But you can put these items in your black 
sacks and, along with your other rubbish, 
they’ll be taken to a ‘waste to energy’ 
plant to generate electricity for the 
National Grid.

•  Instead of disposable wipes, try reusable cotton pads with warm 
water and cleanser to remove make-up, cloths with anti-bacterial 
spray for cleaning and reusable baby wipes for your little ones

•  Buy other reusable products instead of disposable ones such 
as razors

•  Reuse plastic containers

For more information go to www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/recycling

Reduce your plastics
You can cut down on your use of plastics with 
a few, simple lifestyle changes.

•  Use a bag for life

•  Purchase goods with less plastic packaging, 
for example loose fruit and veg

•  Wrap food with recyclable foil in place of 
plastic clingfilm

Environment

Council Plan
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The new signs show illustrations of two major tourist landmarks 
that the station serves, Penshurst Place and Chiddingstone Castle. 
Southern Railway installed the signs following a recommendation 
from our recent tourism report and feedback from visitors who 
have used the line.

Local Councillors, Susan Coleman (Penshurst, Fordcombe 
& Chiddingstone) and James Osborne-Jackson (Leigh & 
Chiddingstone Causeway), unveiled the signs in August.

Cabinet member for ‘People and Places’, Cllr Lesley Dyball, says: 
“The new signs at Penshurst station look fantastic and we’re 
really pleased we could work with Southern Railway to make 
this happen for residents and visitors. Both Penshurst Place and 
Chiddingstone Castle are brilliant attractions and we hope these 
new signs will encourage more people to visit them.”

The Pumpkin Hunt, which takes place in October, is a safer 
alternative to trick or treating and suitable for the whole 
family. The aim is for the children to find as many pumpkins 
located in local businesses as possible. Each time they find 
one, they get a stamp in their pumpkin passport and a treat 
from the business.

No Halloween event would be complete without a costume 
competition! The child with the most original costume will 
win an amazing family prize!

Our Chairman, Cllr John Edwards-Winser, says: “Demelza 
is a fantastic charity that does amazing work. I am really 
proud to be supporting them in my year as Chairman.”

The event takes place on Thursday 24 October from 11am, 
starting at the Clock Tower in Bligh’s Meadow, Sevenoaks. 
Tickets are £5 per child and you can book in advance at 
www.demelza.org.uk/pumpkin-hunt

Every child’s place includes two adults free of charge and 
the proceeds go to Demelza Hospice Care for Children. 
Demelza provides specialist care and emotional support 
for children with terminal conditions and their loved ones, 
so they can enjoy time together as family, for as long as 
they have.

A ghoulish Halloween adventure for half-term
After the huge success of last year’s event, our Chairman’s chosen charity, Demelza, 
is once again bringing its Spooktacular Pumpkin Hunt to Sevenoaks town centre.

Working with Southern Railway, we’ve brightened 
up Penshurst Railway Station with new signage.

Pictures of Penshurst
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Made in Sevenoaks District
Sevenoaks District is a place where businesses thrive and 
we love supporting companies, no matter what their size, 
to prosper. One thing that’s great about the District is the 
diverse range of businesses that produce goods locally. 
Here’s a few of our most interesting industries…

No strings attached
Bringing a bit of rock ‘n’ roll to the District, 
Sevenoaks-based ROTOSOUND has been 
creating and designing guitar strings for 
over 50 years! Founded in 1958 by James 
How, and now owned by his son Jason, 
their strings are sold in over 80 countries. 
Many of rock’s superstars, including 
Jimi Hendrix, Brian May, ELO, Oasis and 
The Who to name just a few, have used 
ROTOSOUND guitar strings. See more at 
www.rotosound.com

Beers all round! 
Based in rural Chiddingstone, Larkins Brewery 
have been growing hops and producing 
Kentish-style real ales since 1986. Starting 
as a home brewer and commercial hop 
grower, managing director Bob Dockerty 
moved his production site to Larkins Farm in 
Chiddingstone in 1988 where it has remained 
since. The brewery is a small team but they 
produce three standard and two seasonal 
beers and now supply around 40 to 50 local 
pubs and restaurants. If you’re asking about 
Larkins, visit www.larkinsbrewery.co.uk

Business

Council Plan
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Electric bikes to shout about
They may have a quiet sounding name but 
Wisper Electric Bikes are making a big noise! 
Wisper, founded by David Miall, started 14 
years ago and now sell their high-end cycles 
all around the world. Wisper use the very 
latest components to ensure excellence 
in every product. Find out more about 
Wisper and where to buy their bikes at 
www.wisperbikes.com

What a corker!  
Set in beautiful surroundings, the Mount 
Vineyard in Shoreham produces award-
winning still and sparkling wines. The Mount 
grows eight varieties of grape and sell five 
of their own wines, all of which have won 
awards since they opened. In addition, they 
offer wine tastings and dining and they’re a 
wedding and private event venue. Find out 
more at www.themountvineyard.co.uk

Streets ahead
The iconic A-Z maps are a staple in almost 
every home in the UK but did you know 
they came from the District? Starting in 
1936 as ‘Geographers’ Map Company Ltd’ 
A-Z now has 350 titles including sheet 
maps and atlases and are based in Dunton 
Green. Find out more about A-Z on their 
website www.az.co.uk

We’re here to help!
If you have a business, big or small, new or old, we can help you.

Find out more about business support, access to funding and more at www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/business, 
email business@sevenoaks.gov.uk or call 01732 227000. 
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Appy days – reporting noise 
problems just got easier!

The ‘Noise App’ is easy to use and 
it’s free. The app takes recordings 
of the noise, together with the time 
and location of the disturbance, and 
instantly reports it to us 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.

You can make as many reports as is 
necessary and you can enter details of 
the nature of the disturbance and the 
impact on you.

We will review the reports as part 
of any investigation and the data 
collected via the noise app can be used 
as evidence if we take further action.

Prior to the introduction of the noise 
app, we sent paper diary sheets to 

residents who made 
noise complaints. 
Not only was this 
time-consuming for 
residents, it slowed 
down the process of 
making a complaint and gathering the 
all-important evidence.

However, paper diaries are still 
available for residents without 
smartphones or other suitable devices.

Our Cabinet Member for Cleaner 
and Greener, Cllr Margot McArthur, 
says: “Noise disturbance, especially 
when persistent, can really impact 
on physical and mental health. 

This new service makes reporting 
noise nuisance quicker and easier. It 
means we can start to deal with the 
problem straightaway and this will be 
welcomed by people suffering from 
noise disruption.”

Are you extending or 
altering your home?  
If so, we can help!
When it comes to building works, we are on your 
side! Whether your job is big or small, our award-
winning building control team can ensure your 
project is built to the right standard.

We are local and offer next day site inspections 
and a quick turnaround of building control 
applications, so you don’t have to worry about 
the job being held up.

We take pride in our local knowledge and industry 
experience covering all aspects of construction. 
We are impartial and work closely with architects, 
engineers, developers and contractors to help you 
from beginning to completion.

For more information, visit www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/
buildingcontrol, email building.control@sevenoaks.
gov.uk, or call 01732 227000 and ask to speak with 
the Building Control Partnership.

Budget time
It may only be October, but we 
are already thinking ahead to next 
year’s budget beginning 1 April.
As ever, the foundation of our finances will be 
providing outstanding services and innovation, 
achieving the best value for money and always aiming 
to find better and more efficient ways of working.

We will of course continue to provide a weekly 
waste and recycling service as well as at least 70 
other services that our residents want. We’ll also 
carry on generating income from our commercial 
properties to help pay for our work while investing 
in some exciting new projects, such as a new 
leisure centre in Swanley.

But we’re keen to hear what you think about our budget.

If you have a view on our spending priorities 
for the coming year, drop us a line before 1 
November by emailing budget@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
or write to The Chief Officer – Finance and 
Trading, Sevenoaks District Council, Argyle Road, 
Sevenoaks TN13 1HG.

We’re shouting from the rooftops about our new app 
that makes it quick and easy to report noise complaints. 

Environment

Council Plan

www.sevenoaks.gov.uk
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The Noise App is 
available on iPhone and 
Android by searching 
for ‘The Noise App’ then 
choosing ‘Dartford and 
Sevenoaks EH’ when you 
set up your account.



To find out more about joining the Housing Register or for housing advice, 
visit www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/housing or call 01732 227000.

Providing affordable homes is an issue not just here in the 
Sevenoaks District, but across the country as a whole.
To help more of our residents, we’ve 
set up a new company with the lofty 
ambition of providing more affordable 
houses, and the company’s off to a 
flying start having purchased its first 
property over the summer.

Quercus Housing Limited, our 
affordable housing company, began 
trading in April 2018. As we’re the 
only shareholder, and as it’s a ‘not 
for profit’ organisation, any surplus 
income can be reinvested into 
buying more affordable homes.

Funding for Quercus Housing 
comes from mortgages, rents and 
from the money we have secured 
from developers. No funding comes 
from Council Tax.

Quercus Housing properties will be 
available to rent at 80% of the open 
market value, in some cases less for 
residents claiming housing benefit. 

During the summer, Quercus 
Housing made its first purchases, 

buying nine flats in Westerham at 
a cost of £2.75 million.

The company has its sights set on 
buying more property throughout 
the District, both newly built and 
pre-owned.

Cllr Robert Piper, the Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Housing, says: “The 
Council has made a promise to provide 
100 affordable rental  homes over 10 
years. This will be in addition to any 
other affordable homes provided by 
housing associations and developers. 
With around 550 people on the 
District’s Housing Register, this will go 
some way to help our residents.”

“As Quercus Housing is owned 
by the public, any profit from 
rents can be reinvested in more 
affordable homes for our residents. 
It’s a win-win situation.”

Did you know…?
• Sevenoaks District Council 

transferred all of its rented 
homes to West Kent Housing 
30 years ago.

• Even though we no longer 
own these properties, people 
on the Housing Register 
can bid for them along with 
homes from other housing 
associations.

• Properties provided by 
housing associations are called 
‘Social housing’ but some 
people still refer to them as 
‘Council housing’.

• About 15% of all the homes 
in the Sevenoaks District are 
social housing.

Housing

Council Plan

Building a business for affordable homes
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Edenbridge Leisure Centre 
unveiled a refurbished 
gym this summer. 
The new facility features market-
leading Technogym equipment, 
including treadmills and rowers as well 
as the arrival of Skillbike - the only 
stationary bike with a real gearshift. In 
addition, the centre has taken delivery 
of new bikes for use in popular group 
exercise Cycle (Spin) classes.

Sencio Community Leisure Chief 
Executive, Jane Parish, says: “Our 
customers are aware that over the last 
year or so, we’ve been looking at ways 
to improve our gym facilities at the 
centre. I am delighted we’ve now been 
able to make this investment and hope 
our customers, existing and new, will 
enjoy the changes.”

Other improvements include the 
introduction of new machines suitable 
to help those with disabilities or who 

may be recovering from accident, 
illness or injury; a new lift providing 
easier access to the gym, and new 
resistance exercise machines designed 
to work all body parts as well as new 
free weights such as dumbbells.

Wellness manager at Edenbridge, 
Phil Wyatt, adds: “As a community-
focused leisure business, one of 
our greatest pleasures is seeing the 
difference exercise and the pursuit 
of a healthy lifestyle can make to 
someone regardless of age, interest 
or previous experience.

“It doesn’t matter if you’re training 
for a sporting passion, are in 
preparation for a major event or, at the 
other end of the scale, are exercising 
as part of recovery from illness or to 
help with today’s stressful lifestyles. 
Our team is here to offer you 
advice and give you an encouraging, 
supportive nudge.”

For details of fitness and exercise 
activities at Edenbridge Leisure 
Centre, visit www.sencio.org.uk/
edenbridge

Gym makeover for Edenbridge Leisure Centre

For Debbie Bell, being 
pushed into the deep-
end of an outdoor pool 
at the age of nine led to 
a 30-year fear of water.
Family finances meant that, as a 
teenager, she was unable to continue 
with lessons and although Debbie 
tried to acquire skills in the water, the 
sense of panic never really left her. 

Fast-forward to June this year and 
Debbie, prompted by a frustration 
at not being able to enjoy holidays 
with her sons, decided it was time 
to overcome decades of fear and 
sign-up for swimming lessons at 
Sevenoaks Leisure Centre.

Her coach, Chris Coggin, says: 
“It’s significantly harder to learn 
to swim as an adult as there is 
fear of failure and we lack self-
assurance that comes with youth. 
Debbie has done remarkably well 
in just a few lessons, developing 
skills and really building her 
confidence.”

“I have to say a huge ‘thanks’ 
to Chris for his encouragement 
and support,” adds Debbie. “This 
achievement has given me a boost 
of confidence, not just in water 
but in other areas of my life.”

Conquering a life-long fear of water

For details of swimming lessons 
go to www.sencio.org.uk 
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Two Sevenoaks parents whose children suffer from Cystic Fibrosis are lending their 
support to a year-long fundraiser organised by Sencio Community Leisure.

Sevenoaks parents get behind year-long 
fundraiser for Cystic Fibrosis

An inherited disorder that causes severe damage to the lungs 
and digestive system, Cystic Fibrosis has been chosen by 
Sencio as part of an annual commitment to raising funds for 
a charitable cause through a series of events and challenges 
involving staff, customers and the local business community.

Alison Dillon’s 21-year-old actor son Oli was diagnosed 
when he was three-months old and, over the years, 
has had a number of stays in hospital for intravenous 
antibiotics for a degenerative disease that, with every 
infection, brings the risk of irreversible lung damage.

“Some years back Oli caught flu and was desperately ill, 
losing 49 per cent of his lung function we were told he may 
not get back. Thankfully he did but it was a very scary time 
for us all and bought the reality of Cystic Fibrosis crashing 
into our lives,” says Alison, who is an active campaigner for 
access to new medicines. 

“Being fit and healthy is paramount for a person with 
Cystic Fibrosis as it helps keep the lungs clear. I am 

therefore extremely grateful Sencio has chosen to support 
the Cystic Fibrosis Trust this year.”

Sevenoaks Leisure Centre Wellness supervisor James 
Arnold suggested the charity after speaking to former 
colleague Chris Clark, whose seven-year-old son, James, 
suffers from the condition.

“James was born in 2011 and was diagnosed with Cystic 
Fibrosis following some tests,” explains Chris.

“He was very poorly and had severe chest infections 
from birth. Every day we fight Cystic Fibrosis with a 
cocktail of medication, nebulisers and physiotherapy. 
Fortunately, James has been ‘well’ for the past two 
years with no admissions but we continue to help 
him keep infections at bay to ensure he stays as well 
as possible for as long as possible. Cystic Fibrosis is 
sometimes misunderstood as a medical condition so 
raising awareness and funding for research and support 
services is absolutely critical.”
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Sevenoaks District
Community Safety Partnership

COMMUNITY SAFETY 18

Sevenoaks District Community Safety Unit
To report or receive advice on: anti-social behaviour, fly-tipping, graffiti, 
licensed premises, abandoned vehicles, environmental and noise nuisance, 
crime reduction, neighbourhood watch and other community safety issues, 
call 01732 227000 or e-mail community.safety@sevenoaks.gov.uk

Environment

Council Plan

The unit had three court prosecutions 
in just one month in June of this year 
and another in August. It brought 
those responsible to Sevenoaks 
Magistrates’ with each culprit handed 
a fine as well as a criminal record.

Jack Wheeler, Environmental 
Enforcement Officer, spoke with 
In Shape about how we are doing 
our bit to catch those who try to 
blight our District.

“Before a fly tipping incident is 
cleaned up, we take a close look for 
evidence which could link the rubbish 
back to its owner. From there, we can 
track down those who took the waste 
away. It can take weeks or months 
to bring a case to court, which may 

Our environmental investigation unit is fighting back against 
the tippers since it was set up just over two years ago.

include interviews with the suspects 
and the people who employed them.

“In other cases we may issue a fixed 
penalty charge notice or a caution, 
depending on the severity of the case 
and the evidence available. Each case is 
judged on its own merits.”

But prosecutions are only part of 
the story, as Jack explains. “We work 
closely with the Police to run pre-
emptive operations and, based on 
intelligence, we will stop van drivers 
who we suspect are carrying waste 
without a licence.

“Too often, this rubbish can end up 
being dumped in a country lane. If we 
catch traders carrying waste without a 

licence, it can result in 
an instant fine or more.

“We also monitor 
fly-tipping hot spots 
putting up cameras 
to catch the culprits or signs to deter 
further dumping.

“Finally, we work closely with our 
partners Kent County Council, Kent 
Police, the Environment Agency, local 
town and parish councils and housing 
association to share information to 
help us catch those who dump waste.

“With fines, cautions and prosecutions, 
we’re letting the fly tippers know we’re 
on their case and they’re not welcome 
in the Sevenoaks District.”

Taking on the fly-tippers
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Get back on your bike with 
free ‘Ride Skills’

19COMMUNITY SAFETY 1919

Reporting crime
To report a crime that is taking place, 
always call 999. If the incident has 
passed, call Kent Police on 101 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111

Social media
For the latest community 
safety news follow us on 
Twitter visit @sdc_csp 

Tackling domestic abuse
For support and advice for all victims of 
Domestic Abuse call the Domestic Abuse 
Volunteer Support Service on 01892 570538

For the Community Domestic Abuse  
Programme for men call 07933 359210

Jon has worked for Kent Police for 27 years and arrives having spent 
the last two years as the operations manager in the Kent Police control 
room in Maidstone. He is an experienced District commander having 
carried out the role within Tonbridge and Malling for a number of years.

Jon says: “I am very pleased to be joining the team. During my previous 
posting to the control room, it became apparent just how important it 
is for people to receive a prompt response to their calls for assistance, 
whether they’re made by telephone, on-line, Live Chat (on the Kent 
Police website) or the many social media options now available.”

“My objective will be to work with our partners, the Community Safety 
Unit and residents to ensure we provide the best possible policing 
service, keeping people safe and bringing offenders to justice.”

Chief Inspector Jon Kirby became the new 
Police Commander for the Sevenoaks District 
when he took up the role in September.

Fly tipping successes
Since spring 2017, when we set 
up our fly-tipping investigation 
team, we’ve:
• Carried out 165 investigations
• Prosecuted 11 fly tippers in court
• Issued eight cautions
•  Issued 15 fixed penalty charge 

notices
•  Written to 125 

residents and 
businesses about 
suspected 
fly tipping 
incidents

How you can help
You can play an important role 
in the fight against fly-tippers by 
making sure you only use registered 
waste carriers to take waste from 
your home or business. If you use 
an unregistered waste collector and 
your waste ends up being dumped 
in the District, you too could 

face a fine or 
prosecution. 

At the beginning of the year, 
the Government gave councils 
new powers to issue £400 Fixed 
Penalty Notices for these offences. 
You can check if someone has 
a waste carrier’s licence on the 
Environment Agency’s website 
https://environment.data.gov.uk/
public-register/view/search-waste-
carriers-brokers 

If you witness a fly tipping incident 
or know of a fly tipper, call 
Crimestopper in confidence on 

0800 555 111.

We also provide a waste collection 
service for large items. Call 

01732 227000 or visit  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/
refuse for details.

Taking on the fly-tippers
New top cop in 
the hot seat
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Stuart McGregor (C) 
Edenbridge North  

and East
cllr.mcgregor@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 865559

Matthew Dickins (C) 
Cowden and Hever

cllr.dickins@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07910 328110 

Alan Layland (C) 
Edenbridge South  

and West
cllr.layland@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 864140

Lynda Harrison (C)  
Fawkham and West 

Kingsdown
cllr.harrison@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01474 854412

Alan Pett (C) 
Ash and New Ash Green

cllr.pett@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Kim Bayley (C) 
Dunton Green  
and Riverhead

cllr.bayley@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07919 050065

Alan Cheeseman (C)
Eynsford 

cllr.cheeseman@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
07840 844545 

John Grint (C) 
Halstead, Knockholt  
and Badgers Mount

cllr.grint@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01959 532809

Anna Firth (C) 
Brasted, Chevening  

and Sundridge
cllr.firth@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Philip McGarvey (C) 
Farningham, Horton  

Kirby and South Darenth
cllr.mcgarvey@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Larry Abraham (C) 
Hartley and Hodsoll  

Street
cllr.abraham@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01474 706690

Claire Pearsall (C)  
Ash and New Ash Green
cllr.pearsall@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07710 625854 

Rachel Waterton (I) 
Crockenhill and Well Hill
cllr.waterton@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Margot McArthur (C) 
Edenbridge South  

and West
cllr.mcarthur@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Faye Parkin (C) 
Fawkham and West 

Kingsdown
cllr.parkin@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01474 879425

George Pender (C) 
Ash and New Ash Green
cllr.pender@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01474 491123

Cameron Brown (C) 
Dunton Green and 

Riverhead
cllr.brown@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07950 266746

Brian Carroll (C)
Farningham, Horton  

Kirby and South Darenth
cllr.carroll@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07968 391247

Gary Williamson (C) 
Halstead, Knockholt  
and Badgers Mount

cllr.williamson@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01959 532370

James London (C) 
Brasted, Chevening  

and Sundridge
cllr.london@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 464678

James Barnett (C) 
Edenbridge North  

and East
cllr.barnett@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Maxine Fothergill (SI) 
Fawkham and West 

Kingsdown
cllr.fothergill@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000 

Penny Cole (C) 
Hartley and Hodsoll 

Street
cllr.penny.cole@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07540 668751

Conservative (C)  Independent (I)  Labour (L)  Liberal Democrat (LD)  Sevenoaks Independent (SI) 

Sevenoaks District Council’s priorities and policies are decided by 54 
Councillors who were elected by local people. The Sevenoaks District is divided 
into 26 smaller areas, known as wards and each ward is represented by one 
or more District Councillors. You are very welcome to contact the District 
Councillors to express your views and to ask for their help on local issues.

Your Councillors

Robert Piper (C) 
Brasted, Chevening  

and Sundridge
cllr.piper@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 455355

20 YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
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Simon Reay (C) 
Kemsing

cllr.reay@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 762761 

Darren Kitchener (SI) 
Hextable

cllr.kitchener@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07496 818558

Tony Clayton (LD) 
Sevenoaks Eastern

cllr.clayton@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 451087

Peter Fleming (C)
Sevenoaks Town and  

St John’s
cllr.fleming@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227240

Jackie Griffiths (L) 
Swanley St. Mary’s

cllr.griffiths@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Christine Hudson (SI) 
Hextable

cllr.hudson@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01322 662271

Avril Hunter (C) 
Sevenoaks Kippington 

cllr.hunter@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
01732 453292

Clare Barnes (C)  
Swanley Christchurch and 

Swanley Village
cllr.c.barnes@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01322 613595

Glynnis Darrington (C) 
Swanley White Oak

clllr.g.darrington@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Julia Thornton (C) 
Seal and Weald

cllr.thornton@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

07831 234449

Dee Morris (C)  
Kemsing

cllr.morris@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07799 885795

Irene Collins (C) 
Sevenoaks Northern

cllr.collins@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Melissa Foster (C) – 
Swanley Christchurch and 

Swanley Village
cllr.foster@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000

Diana Esler (C)  
Westerham and 
Crockham Hill

cllr.esler@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 465089

Irene Roy (C)
Otford and Shoreham

cllr.roy@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Sue Coleman (C) 
Penshurst, Fordcombe 

and Chiddingstone
cllr.coleman@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01892 870435

Andrew Eyre (C) 
Sevenoaks Kippington
cllr.eyre@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 464865

Simon Raikes (C) 
Sevenoaks Town and  

St John’s
cllr.raikes@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 451707

Sarah Andrews (C) 
Swanley White Oak

cllr.andrews@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07810 342998

Roddy Hogarth (C) 
Seal and Weald

cllr.hogarth@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 760325

Merilyn Canet (LD) 
Sevenoaks Northern
cllr.canet@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 461397

Paul Darrington (C) 
Swanley White Oak

cllr.p.darrington@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

07788 197205

Elizabeth Purves (LD) 
Sevenoaks Eastern 

cllr.purves@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

James Osborne-Jackson (C)
Leigh and Chiddingstone 

Causeway
cllr.osborne-jackson@sevenoaks.gov.uk

01732 227000 

Graham Clack (C) 
Sevenoaks Town and  

St John’s
cllr.clack@sevenoaks.gov.uk 

07769 644576

Lesley Dyball (C) – 
Swanley St. Mary’s

cllr.dyball@sevenoaks.gov.uk
01732 227000

Kevin Maskell (C) 
Westerham and 
Crockham Hill

cllr.maskell@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07966 171398

John Edwards-Winser (C) 
Otford and Shoreham

cllr.edwards-winser@ 
sevenoaks.gov.uk

01959 522503

Perry Cole (C) 
Hartley and Hodsoll 

Street
cllr.perry.cole@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07834 768315

We have provided your District Councillors’ phone 
numbers and e-mail addresses. If you would like to write 
to them, their postal addresses are available on our 

website www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/councillors or by calling 
us on 01732 227000. If you are unsure which ward you 
live in, please call us on 01732 227000.

How to contact your District Councillors

Laurence Ball (C) 
Swanley Christchurch and 

Swanley Village
cllr.ball@sevenoaks.gov.uk

07515 770220
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You could save £291.51 
in just five minutes! 

Recipe for a happy Halloween!

We offer a free and trusted 
comparison service for energy 
providers. The service is impartial 
as we compare every single tariff 
available from every single supplier in 
the UK, then see if it’s worth your 
while switching. 

Since starting the service back in 
2014, we’ve saved residents a huge 
£85,411.34! That’s an average of 
£291.51 per switch. 

Other than saving you money 
and being free, the service only 
takes five minutes. You just need 
your current energy bills to hand 
to start the process. You can then 
spend the rest of the day deciding 
what you’re going to spend the 
extra money on!

Make winter that little less frosty, visit 
www.sevenoaksswitchandsave.co.uk 
today.

For people who do not have access 
to a computer, you can free phone 
01732 227 111 and speak to our 
friendly advisors to see if switching 
will save you money.

Nationally, a frightening 18,000 tonnes of pumpkin goes 
to waste – enough pumpkin filling to make a shocking 
360 million portions of pumpkin pie!

Halloween is bigger than ever with 95% of the 10 
million UK-grown pumpkins used for spooky carved-out 
lanterns – so why not join the pumpkin-lovers ‘fang’ club 
and help make a monstrous saving on your waste by 
adding the remains to your compost bin or make a tasty 
treat to sink your teeth into?

What would you do with an extra £291.51 in your pocket 
just in time for Christmas? Well, we may be able to make that 
dream a reality with our unbiased Switch and Save service.

There’s going to be a few ghouls, ghosts and goblins around 
this Halloween, but none will be as scary as the tonnes of 
pumpkin waste that will end up in the bin!

Only a third of us cook with the insides of our pumpkins, with a 
quarter of us throwing them in the bin instead of composting, 
creating a grim amount of extra waste each year.

Visit www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/composting to view composting 
options or go online to see tasty pumpkin based bites, 
including www.bbc.co.uk/food/pumpkin 

For more information about what to do with your 
pumpkin after this year’s event, visit  
www.hubbub.org.uk/pumpkin-rescue

www.sevenoaks.gov.uk sdc_newsdesk
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In Shape is published and distributed by Sevenoaks District 
Council to inform local residents and businesses about the 
work of the Council.

Editor Daniel Whitmarsh 
Editorial Assistants Amy McGauley and Alison Osborne 
e-mail communications@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
Tel 01732 227000 
Sevenoaks District Council, Council Offices, Argyle Road, 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1HG

Main Office
Argyle Road, Sevenoaks,  
Kent TN13 1HG
01732 227000 

Open Monday to Thursday 8.45am to 
5pm and Friday 8.45am to 4.45pm.

Emergencies (outside office hours) 
01732 227000  
then listen to the options.

Swanley Link
London Road, Swanley BR8 7AE

Open Monday and Tuesday 9am to 
5.30pm, Wednesday to Friday 9am to 
6pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm.
03000 421281

Leisure centres
Ash Green Sports Centre*  
01474 707164
Edenbridge Leisure Centre**  
01732 865665
Lullingstone Park Golf Course**  
01959 533793/533974
The Olympic, Swanley*  
01322 669201

 * Operated by the local town 
or parish Council

 ** Operated by Sencio 
Community Leisure

***  Operated by independent 
limited companies

Sevenoaks Indoor Bowls Centre***  
01732 451889
Sevenoaks Leisure Centre**  
01732 470700
White Oak Indoor Bowls Centre, Swanley***  
01322 665571
White Oak Leisure Centre, Swanley** 
01322 662188

In Shape is available in an audio format for 
residents with visual impairments and can 
be explained in other languages by calling 
01732 227000.

Design & print www.whateverdesign.co.uk 
Printed on environmentally friendly paper. Published October 2019.

Sevenoaks District Council at your fingertips

Leaving will mean a number of changes 
that will affect businesses and residents, 
including EU citizens living in the UK.

The Government is providing advice 
online and in this issue of In Shape, we 
signpost you to websites than can help 
you best prepare for Brexit.

Residents 
The UK Government has published 
information to help you prepare in 
advance for the EU Exit. This information 
covers visiting Europe, working in Europe, 
the environment, education and more. 
Visit www.gov.uk/prepare-eu-exit

Get ready for Brexit
The Government has advised us all to be ready to leave the EU on 31 October.

Businesses  
In the run-up to Brexit, you 
should run through your business 
continuity plans. You should 
focus on disruption and potential 
congestion that could result from 
Britain leaving the EU with no deal 
and what you need to do if you 
import or export goods and services 
to the EU. Find out more at www.
gov.uk/business-uk-leaving-eu

EU Nationals District 
If you’re an EU national living in the 
UK, you will need to apply for settled 

status. The deadline for applying is 30 
June 2021, or 31 December 2020 if 
the UK leaves the EU without a deal. 
Apply at www.gov.uk/eusettledstatus

Travel 
In the event of a no-deal EU exit, 
there may be disruption to road and 
motorway networks. When planning 
a journey, check before you leave, 
allow extra time and consider other 
routes. Make sure you take extra 
water and food in your car. Visit 
www.highwaysengland.co.uk 
for details.

For the latest information on Brexit and 
how to prepare, visit www.gov.uk/euexit

If you don’t have the internet at home or at work, your local library offers free 
access and their helpful staff can help you visit the websites listed above.
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Ts&Cs apply

SWIMMING 
MEMBERSHIP 
INDIVIDUAL: £29 PER MONTH

JOINT: £50 PER MONTH

EDENBRIDGE LEISURE CENTRE
          Stangrove Park, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 5LU 

01732 865665 | elc@sencio.org.uk

WHITE OAK LEISURE CENTRE
          Hilda May Avenue, Swanley, Kent BR8 7BT 

01322 662188 | wolc@sencio.org.uk

SEVENOAKS LEISURE CENTRE
          Buckhurst Lane, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1LW 

01732 470700 | slc@sencio.org.uk

sencio.org.uk

One month 
FREE when  
you join by  
31 October!

Find out more at sencio.org.uk

Swimming Membership Promo 2019 - In Shape  Advert.indd   1 21/08/2019   14:23

over 50% less then some ofour competitors
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