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Most award-winning national 
care company offering quality 
live-in care at home

The Good Care Group is not only the most awarded 

care provider, but is also the only Live-In Care company 

dedicated to providing a managed elderly care service, 

to be rated outstanding by CQC

Our expert care advisers are happy to discuss how we can help you – please contact us for more 
information and friendly advice

•   One-to-one care and support -  
24 hour live-in care - permanent or respite

•   Specialist care of medical conditions tailored to your needs 
– includes Dementia, Parkinson’s, MS, Cancer, Stroke 
rehabilitation, High acuity and End of life

•   Nursing-led care and support

•   Service that is regulated and endorsed by charities, 
medical specialists and clients

•   Unrivalled 24/7 management and support for all the family

•   Carers employed and trained to highest standard

 01732 441 098

www.thegoodcaregroup.com

kentenquiries@thegoodcaregroup.com

@goodcaregroup

Shares from 35% available through Help to Buy

Register your interest:
visit westkent.org
email sales@wkha.org.uk
or tel 01732 749400

Follow us to hear about all our 
new shared ownership homes 
Twitter: @west_kent
Facebook /WestKentHA

New one and two-bedroom
flats for shared ownership
Discovery Drive, 
Swanley BR8 8FB

Coming Winter 2018

E6491_WK_Goldsel Road, Swanley advert_AW.indd   1 23/08/2018   16:36
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The awards will see more inspirational 
community stalwarts and dedicated 
volunteers being recognised for their 
work to help others across the District. 
The awards ceremony will take place 
at the Stag Theatre on 13 February 
and, as ever, you can expect one 
or two celebrity guests of honour 
handing out the trophies! 

Cllr Pat Bosley, Chairman of the 
District Council, says: “Volunteers 
and community heroes really are 
the backbone of our District, 
so bringing the awards back to 
recognise their incredible work is 
very important to us.

“We are honoured to celebrate their 
contribution and say a well deserved 
thank you. Maybe there’s a volunteer 
who coaches your child’s sports 
team, a local business who works 
hard within your community or a 
charity raising thousands for a worthy 
cause, so please make sure you get 
involved and submit a nomination 
so your local heroes can get the 
recognition they deserve.”

On Thursday 2 May 2019, we will hold elections to elect 
54 Councillors to the District Council. On the same day, 
we will hold Town and Parish council elections too.

The people who are successfully elected will decide the 
priorities for your local councils for the next four years.

However, you can only take part in these elections if 
you’re on the Electoral Register.

Going ‘fourth’ with the return of the 
Community and Voluntary Awards!

Local elections on the horizon

After taking a year off in 2018, our ‘Making it Happen’ Community and 
Voluntary Awards will be making a big return for the fourth time next year, 
once again giving you the chance to nominate your local unsung heroes.

With District and Town and Parish elections planned for next year, 
we’re urging you to make sure you’re on the Electoral Register so 
you can have a say about who should run your local services.

The categories are:
• Charity Project of the Year 

• Community Arts or Sports 
Group of the Year

• Youth Group of the Year

• Best Business in the Community

• Individual Community Champion

• Carer of the Year

• Equalities Champion

• Lifetime Achievement

• Community Safety

• Dementia Friendly Initiative 
of the Year

• Outstanding Volunteer for a 
Local Attraction

• Older Person’s Group of the Year

To nominate a person, voluntary 
organisation or group, visit www.
sevenoaks.gov.uk/communityawards. 
You can also request a nomination 
form by e-mailing communities@
sevenoaks.gov.uk or by calling us 
on 01732 227000.

Nominations can be made in 
more than one category and 
can be submitted up until  
Friday 14 December. 

To ensure you’re on the 
Register, please respond to our 
Household Enquiry Form, sent 
to every home, if you haven’t done so already.

If you’ve moved to a new address, or if you’re not sure 
whether you’re currently registered, please contact our 
helpful Elections Team by emailing elreg@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
or calling 01732 227000.
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Under the new arrangements, any 
individual or business that receives 
an income of £1,000 or more a year 
from the following activities will 
require an animal license from us:

• Selling animals, such as pet shops
• Animal boarding, such as catteries 

and kennels, dog day care and 
home boarding

NEWS

• Hiring horses
• Breeding three or more litters of 

puppies in a year and / or if you 
advertise the sale of dogs

• Keeping or training animals for 
exhibition, including those shown 
for education or entertainment

Professional dog walkers are not 
covered by the changes.

All change ‘fur’ animal licensing
On 1 October 2018, the law changed resulting in 
some animal activities now requiring a licence.

Spread the puppy love and purchase 
your paw-fect pooch properly!
So, you’ve decided to take on the ‘mastiff’ commitment of welcoming a happy hound 
into your home – but have you considered where you’ll be buying them from?

Finding the perfect breeder is not to 
be sniffed at, so we’ve put together ten 
tips to make sure you don’t get collared 
when finding your new furry friend…

• A puppy shouldn’t leave its mother 
before it’s eight weeks old

• Ensure you see the puppy with the 
rest of the litter

• Visit the breeder at least twice 
before collecting your dog – the 
breeder should allow you to handle 
your dog on every visit

• Check the puppy has 
human contact

• Ensure the facilities appear clean
• Check the puppy is alert and 

healthy 

Existing animal licences remain valid 
until they run out, but please allow 
up to 10 weeks to apply for your 
new licence.

For more information visit www.
sevenoaks.gov.uk/animallicensing, 
email licensing@sevenoaks.gov.
uk or call our Licensing Team on 
01732 227000.

• Find out if they’re wormed and 
vaccinated

• Consider asking for a written 
agreement that the purchase is 
subject to an examination by your vet 
within 48 hours of picking up your 
puppy. Ask if the puppy is covered by 
insurance for any illness during the 
first few weeks in your care

• Check the parents have been tested 
for hereditary diseases

• Ensure the relevant paperwork is 
available for inspection

It’s always worth asking a local vet 
about reputable breeders in your area 
or you can check the Kennel Club 
Assured Breeder Scheme at  
www.thekennelclub.org.uk. 

Don’t shop, adopt!
Take a paws for thought and 
remember, you don’t always have 
to buy as there are thousands of 
unwanted and abandoned dogs 
in rehoming and rescue centres 
waiting for a good home.

What is a puppy farm?
Be aware of dealing rings that 
breed and sell puppies purely 
for profit without considering 
the animals’ welfare. Avoid 
buying online or from newspaper 
adverts. Look out for signs such 
as puppies in crates or cages as 
well as no form of paperwork 
or certification. 
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Stag Christmas Panto set  
to be the cat’s whiskers
This year’s much anticipated festive pantomime at The Stag Theatre in 
Sevenoaks is the ‘tail’ of Dick Whittington and his feline companion.

You could be saving hundreds of pounds a year by making 
sure you get the best deal from your energy supplier.

As ever, you can expect a mix of live 
music, crazy characters, awesome 
adventures, singing, dancing, villainous 
baddies, heroic goodies and of course 
many, many laughs. 

Britain’s Got Talent star Danny Beard 
and Sevenoaks’ favourites, Ant ‘Silly 
Billy’ Payne and Jasette Amos, all 
return for The Stag’s tenth professional 
Christmas pantomime season since 
the venue reopened in 2009.

There will also be six world-class 
singers joining the cast along with 
panto regular Lucy Reed and Panto 
Factor winner Dominic Harbison. This 
year’s panto is set to be the biggest 
and most spectacular production ever 
staged at The Stag.

Experience it for yourself with a 
fabulous five-piece live band and some 
of the world’s most up-to-date theatre 
technology all incorporated into this 
hilarious family favourite that, over the 

With colder weather and darker 
nights just around the corner, when 
we all use more energy, it could be 
a good time to see if you’re getting 
the best value from your gas and 
electricity supplier.

Our independent energy comparison 
service, Sevenoaks Switch and Save, 
has helped hundreds of residents and 
businesses to save on average £323 a 
year on their combined energy bills.

last ten years, has earned a reputation 
for West End standard productions.

Shows run from Friday 30 November 
to Sunday 6 January 2019.

Tickets start from £15. For full dates 
and times, please visit the Stag website 
www.stagsevenoaks.co.uk or call the 
box office on 01732 450175.

Have you compared energy suppliers recently?

Unlike many comparison services, 
which only compare tariffs from 
the biggest suppliers, Sevenoaks Switch 
and Save is impartial, looking at all the 
prices from all UK energy suppliers.

It’s easy, quick and simple to 
use. Find out more at www.
sevenoaksswitchandsave.co.uk 
or call the free phone number 
0800 410 1147.
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A new Council-built hotel, to help boost the local economy, opened in early August.
Sevenoaks joins the ‘Inn’ crowd with new flagship hotel

Premier Inn have leased the 83-bed 
council constructed hotel from us 
for the next 25 years, generating an 
income we can invest in local services. 

The £7.3m project was the final piece 
of a three-year plan to bring a major 
hotel to the area. We built the hotel 
on our former Sennocke car park 
site, but before work could start, we 
decked our nearby Bradbourne car 
park to increase parking in the area.

For many years there has 
been a shortage of local hotel 
accommodation. Despite having many 
world class attractions, the District 
had few hotel beds and B&Bs and 
many visitors were choosing to stay 
in neighbouring areas or London, only 
making day trips here.

The new hotel is forecast to bring 
millions of pounds into the District as 
visitors spend more time supporting 
pubs, restaurants and shops.

Premier Inn has already created 26 new 
jobs, 15 of which have gone to local 
people who were ‘not in education, 
employment or training’ (NEETS). 

We’ve teamed up with Premier Inn and the Stag Theatre to offer one lucky family the 
chance to win a night in the new Sevenoaks hotel with exclusive panto tickets thrown in.

Win a family night in Sevenoaks

Our top prize, for two adults and two 
children, is a night’s stay in a family 
room at the Sevenoaks Premier Inn on 
Saturday 1 December 2018 plus tickets 
to see the Stag’s latest panto, Dick 
Whittington, in the evening and meeting 
the cast afterwards. There’s even a free 
‘all you can eat breakfast’ the next day.

For the runners up, we have two 
family cinema tickets, each for four 
people, to be used at the Stag before 
1 January 2019.

Terms and conditions apply, which can 
be viewed at www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/
hotelcompetition 

To enter the competition, answer the 
following question: What was the first 
film shown at The Stag in 1936?

The deadline to enter is 5pm on Thursday 
25 October 2018. Please email your 
answer to tourism@sevenoaks.gov.uk or 
write to: In Shape Competition, Sevenoaks 
District Council, Council Offices, Argyle 
Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1HG.

Cllr Peter Fleming, Leader of the 
Council, says: “The opening of the 
new hotel was a proud moment for 
everyone concerned. Tourist attractions 
and local businesses have been calling 
for a flagship hotel in Sevenoaks for 

many years. Our investment will boost 
the local economy for years to come 
while at the same time generating 
income to help us remain financially 
self-sufficient, protecting the high-
quality services our residents enjoy.”

Cllr Peter Fleming (left) with staff from the Premier Inn
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Creep it real this Halloween by cooking and composting your pumpkin waste.

Grants worth up to £5,000 are now available for voluntary and charitable 
organisations to help support their vital work in the Sevenoaks District.

Recipe for a happy Halloween!

Grab a community grant!

We’re sure there’s going to be a few scary ghouls, ghosts and goblins 
around towards the end of October… but they won’t be as scary as the 
tonnes of pumpkin waste that will end up in the bin!

Nationally, a frightening 18,000 tonnes of pumpkin goes to waste – enough 
pumpkin filling to make a shocking 360 million portions of pumpkin pie!

Halloween is bigger than ever with 95% of the 10 million UK-grown 
pumpkins used for spooky carved-out lanterns – so why not join the 
pumpkin-lovers fang club and help make a monstrous saving on your waste 
by adding the remains to your compost bin or make a tasty treat to sink 
your teeth into?

Only a third of us cook with the insides of our pumpkins with a quarter of 
us throwing them in the bin instead of composting, creating a grim amount 
of extra waste each year.

Visit www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/composting to view composting options or 
go online to see tasty pumpkin based bites, including  
www.bbc.co.uk/food/pumpkin 

For more information about what to do with your pumpkin after this year’s 
event, visit www.hubbub.org.uk/pumpkin-rescue

Our Community Grant Scheme can help support local organisations 
to provide vital services, innovative projects and exciting activities 
that benefit our residents who really need them. 

In particular, we want to support volunteer-led projects that 
improve the health and wellbeing of our residents.

Cllr Roddy Hogarth, our Cabinet Member for Community 
Grants, says: “Our community grants have enabled voluntary and 
charitable groups the chance to improve the quality of life for 
many, especially our vulnerable, older and younger residents.”

“I urge you to take advantage of this opportunity. If you are 
interested, or need extra advice, please do not hesitate to 
contact us”.

You have until Friday 23 November to apply for a grant 
of between £100 and £5,000. Successful applicants will 
receive their funding in April 2019. 

Application packs are available on request by emailing  
grants@sevenoaks.gov.uk or by calling us on 01732 227000.

Win a family night in Sevenoaks Grant scheme in action…
Commonwork Bore Place 
£1,250 was awarded to Commonwork at Bore 
Place this year to support their programmes for 
vulnerable and disadvantaged people aged 14 
to 24. Their Grow to Grow project helps young 
people to gain new skills, improve their job 
prospects and support personal development 
with opportunities including working in the 
market garden, the dairy and other enterprises. 

Domestic Abuse Volunteer Support Services 
– DAVSS
This year, £5,000 was awarded to the community-
based charity DAVSS. They offer practical 
support to anyone experiencing domestic abuse, 
whatever their level of risk. This support is free 
and confidential and means that people get the 
best advice they can to ensure their safety.
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Bough Beech, a haven 
for wildlife
Covering the north end of Bough 
Beech reservoir, this reserve is a 
haven for wildlife and one of the most 
celebrated birdwatching sites in the 
south east. There are a variety of walks 
starting at the visitor centre, including 
a circular two-mile nature trail where 
you can expect glorious views of the 
reservoir, ancient woods and orchards. 
The Visitor centre contains displays of 
the history and wildlife of the region. 
www.visitkent.co.uk and search for 
‘Bough Beech’

Run wild with the 
deer at Knole Park 
With its sweeping parkland and wild 
deer herd, Knole Park is the perfect 
location to enjoy a splendid day out 
in the Kent countryside. With over 
1,000 acres to explore, it’s easy to 
stroll for miles amidst an unspoilt 
landscape. There are three waymarked 
walks in the park of differing lengths 
and difficulty, each setting off from 
the front of the house.  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/knole

The charming 
Weardale Walk
This beautiful circular walk links 
Emmetts Garden and Chartwell. 
Emmetts is an Edwardian estate where 
you can take in the spectacular views 
of the Weald of Kent and enjoy the 
vibrant autumn colours. The five-mile 
walk is fully waymarked and passes 
through the stunning woodland areas 
of Toys Hill and Hosey Common, as 
well as the pretty hamlet of French 
Street. www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
chartwell

A walk to remember 
Celebrate the life of National Trust 
founder Octavia Hill (1838–1912), 
a remarkable social reformer, artist 
and writer with two stunning walks. 
The East trail is a four-mile trail to the 
picturesque village of Ide Hill, taking in 
her commemorative seat and passing 
Emmetts Garden on the way back. 
The more challenging six-mile West 
Trail takes you to Crockham Hill and 
the church where she was buried, 
up to Mariners Hill and on past 
Chartwell, former home of Winston 
Churchill. www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
mariners-hill 

Wonderful Westerham 
woodland
This Westerham walk leads uphill 
to dramatic views over rolling hills, 
historic houses and farms. In the semi-
mature woodland, awash with vibrant 
colours, you’ll find the 17th century 
manor house sat in Squerryes Park and 
signs of an Iron Age hillfort. The well-
tended grounds of Chartwell can also 
be seen along this peaceful walk. The 
ornamental gardens include a grass 
terrace with fine views, an enormous 
fish pond and a walled garden.  
www.explorekent.org and search 
for ‘Westerham woodland’.

For more things to do in the 
Sevenoaks District, go to  
www.visitsevenoaksdistrict.co.uk

LOCAL ATTRACTIONS

Crisp autumn days 
As the weather turns colder and the evenings draw in, autumn brings with 
it breathtaking colours and landscapes. Leaves crunch underfoot, conkers 
are ready to be discovered, puddles wait to be jumped in and the woodland 
floor is a vibrant mosaic of colour and texture, making this the perfect time 
of year to explore the gardens, parks and countryside of the District on foot. 

8

www.sevenoaks.gov.uk sdc_newsdesk



Under the previous arrangements, a HMO 
licence was required for residential properties 
over three or more floors with ‘common areas’ 
such as lounge and kitchen areas that are shared 
by more than one household.

But from 1 October 2018, all HMOs with five 
or more people with two or more family units 
now require a licence. Some 60 properties in the 
District are estimated to be affected. 

The new legislation also introduces minimum 
space standards for bedrooms. Where minimum 
space standards are not being met, we can 
give the landlord up to 18 months to rectify 
the situation. Landlords must now also provide 
adequate containers for the storage and disposal 
of household waste produced at the property.

Cllr Michelle Lowe, our Cabinet Member for 
Housing and Health, says: “The changes to the 
HMO law bring in new minimum standards of 
accommodation and this should be good news 
for all tenants who live in these types of property. 
I urge landlords who believe they may be affected 
by these changes to contact us immediately to 
help stay on the right side of the law.”

For more information and to make an application, 
contact us on 01732 227000 or email  
psh@sevenoaks.gov.uk 

NEWS

Landlords – don’t get caught out! 
Landlords with properties in the Sevenoaks District are being urged to check 
they are complying with new rules governing Houses in Multiple Occupation 
(HMO) with more properties now requiring a licence to operate. 

A new vision for Bradbourne Lakes
Over the summer, we asked local people for their views 
on a new Vision for the Bradbourne Lakes in Sevenoaks.
The five ornamental lakes, which date 
back to 1740, originally formed part 
of the Bradbourne Park Estate before 
they were handed to Sevenoaks Urban 
District Council, the forerunner of this 
council, in 1935 to become a public park.

The Vision includes many ideas to 
improve the lakes for both wildlife and 

people. The intention is to use the Vision to 
bid for external funding to carry out future 
improvements.

Dozens of local people shared their views 
on the Vision and as In Shape went to press, 
our Direct and Trading Advisory Committee 
were due to consider the consultation 
results and the next steps on 9 October.

For the latest news on the Vision, visit 
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/bradbournelakes

Not detecting a smoke alarm in your property? 
They may cause frustration by bleating out when you’ve slightly 
overdone your toast, but smoke detectors save lives and every rented 
property requires one on each floor!

If you’re a tenant and you were not provided with working detectors 
at the start of your tenancy, as well as a carbon monoxide alarm in any 
room with a solid fuel appliance, your landlord is breaking the law.

Tenants are advised to test all alarms on a monthly basis and if any 
problems are identified, they should speak with their landlord to arrange 
for a replacement alarm.
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The Council’s clean, green parking machine
We’re doing our bit to help the District to go green after we bought our first electric vehicle. 

In July, we invested in a BMW i3 for our 
Parking Wardens. It’s our first ever electric 
car and boasts zero emissions as well as 
being cheaper to run. 

Although the electric car cost more 
to buy than its diesel equivalent, 
taking into account fuel, servicing and 
maintenance, it will make a saving of 
more than £3,500 over the seven years 
it will be in Council use.

Together in electric dreams – 
parking warden Bob Purssord 
with Cllr Matthew Dickins

Cllr Matthew Dickins, the Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Direct and Trading Services, 
says: “Sevenoaks District Council is going 
electric for a cleaner, greener future. It’s 
much better for the environment than 
its diesel predecessor and benefits from 
lower running costs, costing less than 
a fiver for a ‘full tank’. 

“This is joining our electric bicycles which 
help improve not just air quality but 

congestion and health too, easing our staff 
from four wheels to two. It’s a healthier way 
to travel and a popular choice for Council 
officers attending meetings around the town.” 

As part of our green thinking, we have also 
been plugging away on a rollout of electric 
charging points, which are already available 
in the recently decked Bradbourne Car Park. 
The new Buckhurst 2 Car Park will have 
them too when it reopens next spring.

Are you extending or altering your home?
If so, our Building Control Partnership can help!
Our award-winning building control 
team offer a fast, reliable service to help 
you meet building regulations, whether 
you’re extending or building a new 
home, converting your loft or making 
structural alterations.

You can be confident our local, helpful 
surveyors will work closely with 
your architect and builder to provide 
impartial, practical advice to guide 
you through your project. 

We offer next day site inspections during 
the week and a direct line to our team. 
Our online application and payment 
process is quick and simple.

For details, email building.control@
sevenoaks.gov.uk, call 01732 
227376 or visit www.sevenoaks.
gov.uk/buildingcontrol
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Let our HEROes help you 
With Universal Credit being introduced across the whole District from 21 November, 
our HERO officers are on hand to offer advice to anyone concerned about the changes.
In Shape spoke with Jason Fleming, one 
of our HERO team, about how Universal 
Credit will work and where you can get 
advice if you have concerns about debt 
or paying your bills.

What is Universal Credit?
Universal Credit is administered by the 
Government’s Department for Work 
& Pensions (DWP) and it replaces a 
number of working age benefits. These 
are: Housing Benefit, Income Support, 
Jobseekers Allowance (Income Based), 
Employment and Support Allowance 
(Income Related), Working Tax Credit 
and Child Tax Credit.

It’s a single payment, paid every month, 
to help with your living costs, including 
your rent.

How does this affect me?
If you’re of working age, and you currently 
receive any of these benefits, you don’t 
need to do anything until you hear from 
the DWP about moving to Universal 
Credit. However, if there’s a change to 
one of your benefits, or if you need to 
make a new claim, you will need to apply 
for Universal Credit. You cannot claim 
Universal Credit at the same time as the 
benefits listed above.

You apply for Universal Credit through 
the GOV website at www.gov.uk/
universal-credit

If you’ve reached State Pension age, 
you will not be affected by Universal 
Credit. You’ll continue to receive 
Housing Benefit.

Does it affect the help I receive 
towards Council Tax?
Universal Credit will not replace Council 
Tax Support and we will continue to 
provide this service. Find out more at 
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/counciltax 

What is the HERO service?
We offer free, confidential advice for 
anyone living in the Sevenoaks District 
who is on a low income or claiming 
benefits. If you’re struggling with debt or 
having difficulties paying your bills, please 
contact us as soon as possible.

What can the HERO service 
do to help?
We offer one-to-one support, tailored to 
your needs. We can make sure you are 
receiving all the benefits you’re entitled to 
and can help get you into work or training.

Our HERO team can offer advice if you’re 
concerned about losing your home and we 
even offer support on health and wellbeing.

We can also help you make a Universal Credit 
application if you do not have access to the 
internet or you struggle with computers.

How can I get help from a HERO?
Contact our friendly HERO team by calling 
01732 227000 or email hero@sevenoaks.
gov.uk. You can find out more about the 
service at www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/hero

We look forward to hearing from you!
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Meet the new Councillor in our ranks
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The Plan addresses the Government’s 
requirement to provide up to 14,000 
new homes by 2035 and we asked 
the community for their views on 
the development sites put forward 
by landowners and developers for 
new houses and sports, health and 
educational facilities.

In Shape now looks at the next steps 
and how you can have a final say.

What’s happening now with 
the Local Plan
Some 7,000 people had their say on 
the draft Plan. Our Planning Policy 
Team are carefully considering and 
analysing every comment before we 
propose any changes.

When will you publish the final 
version of the Local Plan?
Our Councillors will consider the 
comments received on the Draft Local 
Plan. Once any proposed changes are 
debated, we aim to publish the final 
version by the end of the year.

This version will be submitted to the 
Government’s Planning Inspector in 
Spring 2019. 

Who will agree the Local Plan?
The Government’s Planning Inspector 
will have the final say. They will 
hold a public examination in 2019 
to make sure the Plan has been 
produced according to the law, that 
everyone’s views have been properly 
considered and we’ve investigated 
all other options before allowing 
‘Exceptional circumstances’ Green 
Belt sites to be developed.

How can I comment on the final 
version of the Local Plan?
There will be a final six-week 
consultation known as ‘Regulation 
19 Publication’ and any comments 
received will be sent directly to the 
Planning Inspector. You can also ask 
to speak at the examination. Details 
of how to do this will be posted on 
our website closer to the examination.

When will the Local Plan be used?
The Local Plan is a Planning Policy 
that says what can be built and 
where up to 2035. If approved by 
the Planning Inspector, it could be 
adopted by us in late 2019 then 
used to help determine planning 
applications.

NEWS

Have a final say on the Local Plan

For the latest news 
on the Local Plan, visit 
www.sevenoaks.gov.
uk/localplan

We welcomed a new Councillor for the Farningham, 
Horton Kirby and South Darenth ward following  
a by-election on 30 August.

SEVENOAKS DISTRICT 
LOCAL PLAN

I no longer ride, my wife keeps up 
the tradition.

“I am very much looking forward to 
meeting residents when I’m around 
the District.”

Cllr Brian Carroll stood as a 
Conservative candidate with the 
former globetrotting businessman 
and his wife Hilary being settled in 
Horton Kirby for five years having 
moved there from Eynsford.

Cllr Carroll says: “We love the 
whole of this area and want to 
help ensure it remains special, 
that’s why I’m proud to have been 
elected to the Council. 

“I’ve recently retired having worked 
around the world, including 11 years in 
the USA as well as continental Europe, 
Dubai and South Africa where I’ve helped 
individuals and companies such as Avis 
Rent a Car to grow their businesses 
through franchising. I can now enjoy my 
passion for horses and F1 motor racing. 

“I started riding when I was about seven 
years old and went on to become a 
junior international showjumper. Whist 

Over the summer, thousands of people took the time to attend one of our drop-in 
events and comment on our draft Local Plan, with proposals for much needed new 
homes, improvements to facilities while protecting the rural nature of the District.



The project is based over two levels in 
the Council-owned workspace above 
M&Co in the High Street. Twenty 
self-contained studios are available to 
rent and most have already been taken 
by a range of artists from fashion 
designers to fine artists. 

Second Floor Studio and Arts have 
been operational in London for 
21 years helping emerging and 
established artists of all ages and 
backgrounds. With their new base in 
the District, they will support local 
artists and will gift some of their time 
to work with schools, charities and 
other groups. 

With its prime high-street location, 
the project will be accessible to the 
public and the plan is to give residents 
a chance to explore the studios, meet 
the artists and purchase unique items 
in the run up to Christmas. 

Crucially, it will give a financial boost 
to the District and meets one of 
our objectives of supporting micro-
businesses in the creative sector. 

Cllr Roddy Hogarth, our Cabinet 
Member for Economic Development, 
says: “Attracting Second Floor Studio 
and Arts is good news for the District 

both culturally and economically. Its 
artists will link up with local schools, 
groups and our existing artists, sharing 
their expertise and inspiring young 
people to join our creative sector, 
which is a large and important part of 
our economy. 

“Having these studios right in the 
centre of the District will also bring 
a welcome financial boost to shops, 
services and suppliers.” 

Nichole Herbert Wood, Chief 
Executive of Second Floor Studios 

and Arts, adds: “We know there are 
many talented and established visual 
artists in the wider Sevenoaks area 
and we are excited to bring them 
together. The Council had a vision to 
bring this project to Sevenoaks and we 
have been really impressed with their 
dynamic approach to working with us.”

Schools or charity groups who are 
keen to link up with Second Floor 
Studios and Arts, or artists who 
would like to know more about 
taking studio space, should email  
contact@secondfloor.co.uk

Our draft Economic 
Development Strategy sets 
out how we plan to support 
local businesses and grow 
the District economy over   
the next three years.

We’re keen to hear from local 
businesses to ensure the Strategy 

meets their needs and reflects their 
ambitions.

You can view the draft Strategy, and 
take part in our short survey, at  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/consultation 
until 5pm on Friday 26 October.

For further information, please contact 
our Economic Development Team on 
01732 227000 or email business@
sevenoaks.gov.uk 

Cllr Roddy Hogarth, Nichole Herbert Wood (Second Floor Studios Chief Executive) 
Matthew Wood (Second Floor Studios founder) and artist Louise Sunnucks

Sevenoaks gets in the picture with new arts project

Have your say on our new ED strategy

A new centre for artists opened in Sevenoaks last month after we helped to 
bring Second Floor Studios and Arts to the town, boosting our local economy.
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Lisa Webb, our Housing Projects Co-
ordinator, spoke with In Shape about 
the problems with empty homes and 
the steps we’re taking to bring them 
back into use.

“Empty properties are valuable 
resources, which could provide a 
family with a home at a time when 
houses are in short supply”, says Lisa.

“Yet despite high-property prices, 
there are estimated to be as many as 
400 long-term empty homes in the 
District. 

“These homes can be a financial 
burden for their owners not just for 
maintenance, but for Council Tax, 
insurance and other bills as well. Not 
only that, they can act as a magnet for 
anti-social behaviour. 

“There are many reasons why 
properties remain empty, such as 
a lack of funds to carry out work, 
a property won’t sell, probate, 
uncertainty about what to do with 
the property or the owner is in care.  

“The good news is we can provide 
help and advice and even funding to 
help bring an empty property back 
into use.

“One way we help is through the No 
Use Empty loan scheme, which can 
provide an interest-free loan worth 
up to £25,000 per property. This 
was exactly the help Mr Bannerman 
needed when his uncle moved into 
sheltered housing.

“Mr Bannerman’s uncle had lived 
in Otford for over 30 years. More 
recently his house had become 
overgrown and rundown. The family 
wanted to keep the house and rent 
it out, but it needed so much work, 

they were in a difficult situation. 
Neighbours were also concerned 
because the house had become 
unsightly and they were worried 
about vandalism and break-ins.

“I met with Mr Bannerman and his 
family to go through all of the options. 
They successfully applied to the 
loan scheme, meaning work could 
get underway. Mr Bannerman was 
concerned about co-ordinating such 
a big project, so we put him in touch 
with the Home Improvement Agency 
and they managed the renovation 
from start to finish. Within a couple 
of months, the works were finished.

“The house was then rented out for 
around a year and has recently been 
sold, returning a family home back 
to the community.

Bringing homes back into use
We all know an empty home will cost the owner money and can 
blight the community, but we’re cementing relationships with 
empty homeowners to bring these properties back into use.

If you own an empty home and would 
like to find out how we could help 
you, come to our free drop-in ‘Empty 
Homes Advice Surgery’ at our Council 
offices in Sevenoaks (TN13 1HG) on 
Thursday 18 October from 4pm to 
6pm. There’s no need to book.

For further advice on empty homes, 
please call 01732 227000 or email 
empty.homes@sevenoaks.gov.uk



The event starts at 2pm with a free marketplace 
to showcase local dementia services before two 
plays take to the stage from 4pm depicting life with 
Dementia. The Riverside Youth Group will perform 
‘Chocolate Muffins’, followed by ‘Bothered and 
Bewildered’ written by Gail Young.

Naomi Morgan who wrote and directed Chocolate 
Muffins, says: “The play is very personal to me, as 
it is drawn on my own recent experiences after my 
father was diagnosed with Vascular Dementia and 
Alzheimer’s earlier this year.”

Tickets are £10 or £7 for concessions and available at 
www.stagsevenoaks.co.uk or by calling the box office 
on 01732 450175 with all sales going to fund local 
dementia services.

The production is being part-funded by money from 
May’s Run, Walk or Push against Dementia event which 
raised almost £7,000 for local dementia services.

Each day, around 170 people across the UK suffer a 
Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA), but would you know what 
to do and where to look for your nearest live-saving 
defibrillator if someone in the local restaurant or park 
suffered a SCA?

There are around 60 life-saving defibrillators, also known 
as PADs or AEDs, installed across the District, which if 
used within the first few minutes, can save up to 75% of 
all SCA victims. 

The defibrillator is a device that gives a high-energy 
electric shock to the heart through the chest to someone 
who is in cardiac arrest.

They are very easy to use and can be used by almost 
anyone and include a series of illustrations to guide you 
through the process.

If you come across someone who has had a cardiac arrest, 
it’s vital to call 999 and start CPR before locating your 
nearest defibrillator. 

Should you have the time, you can familiarise yourself with 
your local defibrillator by going to www.sevenoaks 
directory.com and selecting ‘community resources’.

To find out more about using defibrillators, contact 
Sevenoaks Community First Responders at  
info@sevenoakscfrs.org

Our Chairman, Cllr Pat Bosley, made 
time to join one of the groups down at 
Brands Hatch racing track on 28 August 
helping our residents navigate their way 
around the former Formula 1 venue, 
which hosted the rides alongside the 
‘spoketacular’ Knole Park. 

The free rides gave more than 100 

residents of all ages the opportunity 
for 90-minute gentle paced rides 
through the stunning deer park, as 
well as the rare opportunity to venture 
round the world-famous racing circuit.

Keep your eyes peeled and helmet 
at the ready as the rides return again 
next year!

Raising the curtain on DementiaLocate and defibrillate! 
Working in partnership with Riverside 
Players Youth Group, we’re supporting the 
You, Me & Dementia stage production on 
3 November at The Stag Theatre helping to 
raise money for and awareness of dementia. 

Our professionally-led, 
free cycle rides went down 
‘wheelie’ well with families 
across the District again 
this year as they returned 
throughout the summer. 

Chairman gets in gear at Brands Hatch
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Good luck to anyone who underestimates Blanche Smith. When the 
81-year-old decided to join a gym (not a Sencio one, we hasten to add!) 
two years ago, she was quick to give the receptionist short shrift.

No barriers for Blanche

Golf day raises funds for West Kent Mind

“She suggested I try water aerobics. 
I thought I’m having none of that, I 
don’t do aerobics. So I told her ‘no, 
that won’t do at all, I want proper 
exercise,” says Blanche, who has 
something of a track record. She 
climbed Snowdon in 1987 after 
recovering from cancer and spending 
six months in the Royal Marsden. 

“One of the nurses said, ‘you need 
a goal,’” and I said “Okay, I’ll climb 
Snowdon.” She said, “I didn’t quite 
mean that Blanche, but I told her to 
go and buy me a pair of boots and I 
put them under the various hospital 
beds as a reminder. The summer I got 
out I did the climb – and I didn’t take 
the train in either direction!”

Blanche – who has also worked as 
a physics technician and qualified 
as a landscape gardener - now 
trains at Sevenoaks Leisure Centre 
twice a week and, with the help 
and encouragement of Wellness 
supervisor James Arnold, does boxing, 
uses weights and even tackles battle 
ropes, which can be enough to 
challenge someone a third her age.

“I call it the torture chamber! I’ve 
been active all my life and I don’t 

want age to stop me doing anything,” 
explains Blanche who, until last 
Christmas was a carer for the elderly.

“I’m 81, exactly the right weight and 
I love the gym. If you’re able to, you 

have to keep as active and as healthy 
as you can, no matter your age. 

As we said, underestimate Blanche 
Smith at your peril.

As part of its annual support of a local charity, a 
golf day organised by Sencio Community Leisure 
has raised more than £900 for West Kent Mind.
The money, collected as a result of the event at Lullingstone Park 
Golf Course in July, will be added to other events organised by Sencio 
Community Leisure and presented to the charity at the end of the year. 
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Jakob Goodman is one of our most talented young swimmers, but his story is about much 
more than a gruelling training schedule and the pursuit of medals and record times.

For David Raynor his disability has never been a barrier to pursing an active 
lifestyle. In fact, he seems to have firmly put it to one side as he notches-up several 
runs - from 10kms to marathons - not to mention a range of other pursuits.

Sevenoaks’ young swimming star has a serious message

“For me, the gym has been transformative”

The 17-year-old from Sevenoaks has, in the past year, 
competed for Swim England at the Youth Commonwealth 
Games in the Bahamas as well as travelling extensively for 
international competitions, including representing Great 
Britain at the European Juniors in Helsinki. 

Jakob, who trains at Sevenoaks Leisure Centre, began 
swimming aged six and was diagnosed with ADHD at an early 
age. “I found swimming a great way to manage excess energy 
and it was excellent for helping me focus on school which, in 
turn, helped my grades dramatically,” explains Jakob.

“I’d encourage everyone to try swimming as it’s a life skill 
with many benefits, physically and mentally. It can be very 
challenging but no matter your level it will prove a great 
asset,” adds Jakob, who is now looking towards his next big 
competition - the Winter Nationals in December – and, 
crucially, the 2020 Olympic Games in Japan.

“I’m always more than happy to help anyone with advice. 
I’m on Twitter and Instagram. If you see me around and 
want a chat about how I developed my swimming and the 
way the sport has helped with my ADHD, please just ask.”

Sencio’s autumn programme of junior swimming tuition 
courses start on 15 October. For details go to  
www.sencio.org.uk 

The 54-year-old joined Sevenoaks Leisure Centre earlier this 
year – a decision that coincided with the unveiling of a £1 
million investment into the facility’s fitness areas.

“My previous gym didn’t really suit my style of training. 
It was mostly free weights but I wanted to up my cardio 
activity,” says David, who is also a member of a running 
group, plays squash and cycles.

David – who has been deaf since birth – has been helped 
by Wellness supervisor James Arnold. It has, he says, been 
transformative.

“I work with James on strengthening my upper body and 
he has helped me considerably, providing me with the 
encouragement to reach this stage of development. Without 
his support, I would still be struggling in the gym,” he adds.

“The gym at Sevenoaks Leisure Centre is so welcoming. The 
trainers are terrific and keen to encourage and support you. 
You’ll increase your confidence and the atmosphere is also 
quite sociable so, yes, I’d say without question, exercise is 
great for us physically, mentally and socially.”
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The free Country Eye app has 
been built to help you report 
information quickly and efficiently 
for common, non-emergency crimes, 
which affect the rural community, 
such as theft, fly-tipping, trespassing 
and animal welfare. Your report will 
go straight to Kent Police for action.

You can upload images and choose 
from a drop-down menu to select 
the type of crime and record any 
other important details with the 
time, date and location being 
automatically recorded with the 
app accessing your phone GPS.

Your report is then sent to other 
local app users and the relevant 
authorities with Kent Police 
responding to concerns, which 
could include high-visibility patrols 
in a potential problem area. 

Cllr Roddy Hogarth, our Cabinet 
Member for Community Safety, 
says: “Our District is largely rural 
in nature and some residents 
live in extremely remote areas, 
which can be vulnerable to 
crime. This app provides a type 
of digital Neighbourhood Watch, 
where people who live and work in 
these areas can report crimes and 
concerns easily with the promise 
of support from the authorities.

“The app is completely free, easy to 
use and provides a handy tool to have 
at the tap of a finger.”

For emergencies, you should still call 
999 if a crime is in progress or 101 if 
a crime has been committed.

Keeping a ‘Country Eye’ on criminals
Residents living in even the most remote parts of the District 
can rest easy in the knowledge that a watchful eye will be on the 
lookout for criminals thanks to a new app helping those living and 
working in rural areas to report crime and suspicious behaviour.

Download the 
Country Eye app 
from the Apple App 
Store and Google 
Play by searching 
for ‘Country Eye’.

18 ID ET ASIM QUE MOS ARCHIT
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Sevenoaks District
Community Safety Partnership

Sevenoaks District Community Safety Unit
To report or receive advice on: anti-social behaviour, fly-tipping, graffiti, 
licensed premises, abandoned vehicles, environmental and noise nuisance, 
crime reduction, neighbourhood watch and other community safety issues, 
call 01732 227000 or e-mail community.safety@sevenoaks.gov.uk
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Get back on your bike with 
free ‘Ride Skills’

These people might not always be 
who they seem! But luckily, our 
Community Safety Unit, based at 
our Sevenoaks Offices, is working 
together with the Police, Kent County 
Council (KCC) Trading Standards, 
KCC Community Wardens, housing 
associations and NatWest Bank to 
inform and protect our residents from 
bogus callers and rogue traders.

We are currently working with schools 
and local groups to help people 
identify the traits of rogue traders 
who are online as well as visiting 
homes, with information and tips 
below to help you spot one of these 
crafty characters. 

What are bogus callers?
Most people who call at your home 
will be genuine. But sometimes 
bogus callers or distraction burglars 
can try to trick their way into your 
home to steal your valuables and 
money. People from water, gas and 
electric companies rarely visit without 
appointments and if there’s a real 
emergency, police and fire-fighters are 
likely to be there. On rare occasions, 
people may pose as members of the 
emergency services or armed forces 
to gain access to your home. 

What are rogue traders?
A rogue trader is someone who comes 
to your house without invitation (cold 
calling), offering services or goods and 
overcharging for them. This includes 
charging for unnecessary work, 
damaging property deliberately to get 
money, leaving work unfinished and 

Bogus callers and rogue traders beware! 
Ever had a friendly salesman unexpectedly knock 
on your door or someone ask to use your phone? 

intimidating someone to get money.

Remember, traders must give you 
written notice of your right to 14 days’ 
cancellation when agreeing to do work 
at your home, including work gained 
from a cold call.

They might not only knock on 
the door…
Fraudsters also act online with cyber-
crime tactics such as loan scams 

and holiday fraud acting through 
unprotected websites accessing your 
credit card details. Find out more on 
online fraud and scam types by going 
to www.actionfraud.police.uk 

For more information, or if you 
are worried about bogus callers or 
rogue traders in your area, please 
call 01732 227000 or e-mail  
community.safety@sevenoaks.gov.uk
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Reporting crime
To report a crime that is taking place, 
always call 999. If the incident has 
passed, call Kent Police on 101 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111

Social media
For the latest community 
safety news follow us on 
Twitter @sdc_csp 

Tackling domestic abuse
For support and advice for all victims of 
Domestic Abuse, call the Domestic Abuse 
Volunteer Support Service on 01892 570538

For the Community Domestic Abuse  
Programme for men call 07596 228891
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Your chance to win £100 by 
shaping your local services

Handing over the royalties of Otford Palace 

The Tudor Palace, dating back to 
1515 and once the residency of King 
Henry VIII, came into the ownership 
of Sevenoaks Rural Council in 
1964 as the remains of the tower, 
gatehouse and other relics were 
all listed as a scheduled ancient 
monument. 

Since being under our control, the 
iconic building has undergone several 
major improvements, including a 
new flat roof in the late 1970s and 
other works since the turn of the 
millennium, including investments of 
£130,000 ‘throne’ in to preserve the 
structures, ensuring they are in good 
stead for its new owners. 

After the new 99-year lease was 
granted by us on 13 September, the 
Archbishop’s Palace Conservation 

Trust will look to pursue their 
ambition to convert the remains of 
the North West corner tower and 
part of the northern gatehouse into 
a self-sustaining centre about the 
heritage of this building and area.

Cllr John Scholey, the Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Finance, 
says: “This iconic building has an 
incredible history and is another 
jewel in the crown of the heritage 
of our District. 

“We know the future of the site 
will be in safe hands and are 
excited to see how it develops in 
the coming years.”

We are leading a review of the Sevenoaks District 
Community Plan, which sets out the priorities for just about 
every public service provided locally for the next three years.

The Plan will be delivered by the District and County 
Councils, the health service, the police, the fire service 
and housing associations, together with voluntary groups, 
businesses and faith communities.

If you have fresh ideas about how local services are 
provided or priorities for the District in general, we are 
listening and we want to hear from you.

Cllr Roddy Hogarth, the Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Economic and Community Development, says: “The 
Community Plan is very important as it sets out the 
priorities for the District’s services. We want to make 
sure local people shape the Plan, so I am urging you to 
tell us your views via our survey. But time is running 
out, so please take this opportunity to have a say.”

You can complete the survey at www.sevenoaks.gov.
uk/consultations where you can also view the terms 
and conditions for the prize draw. 

To request a paper copy of the survey, call us on 
01732 227000. 

The survey will remain open until 5pm on  
Wednesday 24 October 2018.

You can help shape the future of your local services and may win £100 in 
shopping vouchers of your choice by simply taking part in a short survey.

It is time for a royal farewell from us as we hand over the reins of the Archbishop’s Palace 
in Otford to our newly crowned leaseholders, the Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust.
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In Shape is published and distributed by Sevenoaks District 
Council to inform local residents and businesses about the 
work of the Council.

Editor Daniel Whitmarsh 
Editorial Assistants Alison Osborne, Owen Thompson 
and Maria Clarke 
e-mail communications@sevenoaks.gov.uk      Tel 01732 227000 
Sevenoaks District Council, Council Offices, Argyle Road, 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1HG

Sevenoaks District Council at your fingertips
Main Office
Argyle Road, Sevenoaks,  
Kent TN13 1HG

01732 227000 

Open Monday to Thursday 8.45am to 
5pm and Friday 8.45am to 4.45pm.

Emergencies (outside office hours) 
01732 227000  
then listen to the options.

Swanley Link
London Road, Swanley BR8 7AE

Open Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm 
and Saturday 9am to 12 noon.

03000 421254

Leisure centres
Ash Green Sports Centre*  
01474 707164
Edenbridge Leisure Centre**  
01732 865665
Lullingstone Park Golf Course**  
01959 533793/533974
The Olympic, Swanley*  
01322 669201

 * Operated by the local town 
or parish Council

 ** Operated by Sencio 
Community Leisure

***  Operated by independent 
limited companies

Sevenoaks Indoor Bowls Centre***  
01732 451889
Sevenoaks Leisure Centre**  
01732 470700
White Oak Indoor Bowls Centre, Swanley***  
01322 665571
White Oak Leisure Centre, Swanley** 
01322 662188

Windfall for Greensand Commons Project
Local commons are set for improvements after we, together with Kent 
Wildlife Trust and other partners, secured £483,600 from the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund for the Sevenoaks Greensand Commons Project. 

In Shape is available in an audio format 
for residents with visual impairments and 
can be explained in other languages by 
calling 01732 227000.

Design & print www.whateverdesign.co.uk 
Printed on environmentally friendly paper. Published October 2018.

The project aims to reinstate the 
historical commons as important and 
valuable spaces for people and wildlife 
with the help of local volunteers.

The Sevenoaks Greensand Commons 
include Hosey, Farley, Crockham Hill, 
Bitchet and Fawke Commons, Seal 
Chart, Redhill Wood, Sevenoaks and 
Sevenoaks Weald Commons. They are 
some of the most beautiful, wild places 
in the south-east, providing an important 
habitat for animals, including some rare 
species, but in recent years they have 
become overgrown and little used.

Thanks to money raised by National 
Lottery players, the Greensand 

Commons Project will help restore 
the landscape, improve footpaths and 
bridleways and provide new, clearer 
signage. 

Crucially the project will support 
local volunteers to take a lead role 
in the on-going management of the 
Commons and promotion of their 
heritage.

With three part-time staff set to join 
the project, work is scheduled to begin 
later this autumn.

Cllr Matthew Dickins, Sevenoaks 
District Council’s Cabinet Member 
for Direct and Trading Services, says: 

“With this National Lottery funding, 
we’ll now be able to crack on with 
rejuvenating these much loved-
commons, opening up their history, 
flora and fauna and natural beauty for 
the enjoyment of all.”

“I very much look forward to 
continuing to work with the 
community who have already given so 
much time, expertise and passion to 
this important project.”

More information, including 
volunteering opportunities, visit the 
Kent Wildlife Trust website www.
kentwildlifetrust.org.uk and search 
for ‘Sevenoaks Greensand Commons’.
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Regain the use of this valuable space and start
enjoying your conservatory again by contaccng
us today for a free, no obligacon quotacon.

Swimming Promo SeptOct 18 - Inshape Advert 16/08/2018 

EDENBRIDGE LEISURE CENTRE
          Stangrove Park, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 5LU 

01732 865665 | elc@sencio.org.uk

SEVENOAKS LEISURE CENTRE
          Buckhurst Lane, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1LW 

01732 470700 | slc@sencio.org.uk

WHITE OAK LEISURE CENTRE
          Hilda May Avenue, Swanley, Kent BR8 7BT 

01322 662188 | wolc@sencio.org.uk

SWIMMING LESSONS 
MEMBERSHIP
A convenient and cost-effective way to pay for junior swimming lessons

  Unlimited swimming 7 days a week including school holidays
   Complimentary use of Sevenoaks,  

Edenbridge and White Oak Leisure Centre pools
  Reduced rates on other centre activities

Ts&Cs:12 month contract; does not include one-to-one lessons, adult swimming lessons, 
pre-school or parent and baby classes; supplement applies for inflatables and flumes

£30 per month

Includes free
swimming 7 days

a week

find out more:
sencio.org.uk/pages/swimming-lessons-membership
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