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5.4 Traffic and Streetscape 

The dominance of vehicles both moving and parked is an issue in The Vine Court 
Conservation Area. The Vine Court Conservation Area is busy at peak times of the day 
and this can create a poor environment for pedestrians. There are many cars passing 
through the area or looking for parking spaces. 

A regular laison meeting between traffic engineers and conservation could be 
scheduled. This would inform Highways of any conservation issues and provide a 
useful forum. It would be crucial to simply review any scheduled maintenance or 
significant issues. 
Streetscape and Public Realm. 
 
The relationship between buildings and public realm in The Vine Court Conservation 
Area is very important. There is a clear hierarchy of spaces informed by pedestrian 
routes, the character of the street, that is to say the width of the road, its surfacing 
material, positions of buildings relative to the carriageway and footway where these 
exist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
View along Hollybush Lane from outside number 28
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5.5 Streetscape Design Principles 
Best practice principals to be adopted as part of the design process for streetscape 
works within Vine Court Conservation Area include the following: 

Surface Materials. 

Surface materials form the foreground of the street scene. Quality in the design and 
construction of footways and street surfaces is vital to the character of the area. 

 Relate ground surfaces to the local context. 

 Keep paving simple and avoid discordant colours. 

 Maintain and restore historic paving and detail such as kerbs and gulleys. 
 
Street furniture. 

In Sevenoaks the finest historic streetscapes often have the minimum amount of street 
furniture sited carefully to reinforce an underlying sense of visual order. Therefore: 

 Retain historic street furniture which reinforces local character; identify and 
remove superfluous or redundant items. 

 Minimise signage and locate signs on existing bollards, lamp posts or walls and 
buildings at the back edge of the pavement. 

 Use a unifying colour for all street furniture items 

 . 

 Reduce guard 
rails to a 
minimum and 
use simple 
designs that 
relate to local 
character.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard (and unnecessary?) bollards and pedestrian barrier at east end of Avenue Road 

 Avoid standardised lighting and choose the design and light source most 
appropriate for the area. 
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Traffic management. 

 If required, traffic calming measures should be fitted sensitively into the street-
scene as though they were part of the original character of the area. 

 Adopt a minimalist approach. Any works should involve minimal visual 
interference with the established streetscape and respect the historic street 
layout. 

 Limit road markings to those essential for highway safety. 
 
5.6 Paving Treatments  
 
The historic, archaeological and  aesthetic importance of any historic paving should be 
valued for its contribution to the character and appearance of the conservation area.  
 
5.7 Sustainable design 
 
To encourage sustainable development, all new buildings should use products with a 
low environmental impact, including the use of locally sourced materials from 
sustainable resources. Where appropriate in a conservation area, new buildings should 
also include provisions for waste reduction, the re-use of materials and should be 
energy efficient, including the use of renewable energy systems. 
 

 
 
Attractive cast iron street furniture and poorly maintained ragstone kerbs in Hollybush Lane 
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Energy efficiency for the existing buildings within the conservation area could be 
improved by such measures as loft insulation and the provision of secondary double 
glazing, subject to the views of the Council’s conservation and building control officers. 
 
The Council will seek to ensure that existing local facilities are retained and their viability 
maintained by facilitating further environmental improvements and high quality new 
development. 
 
5.8 Trees in Conservation Areas 
 
Whilst the conservation area is generally focused on planned design and other 
important  built features, the landscape surrounding it and trees within it contribute 
significantly to appearance.  The open spaces and trees which provide the setting to the 
Vine Court Conservation Area can be as important as the buildings or historic features 
themselves in retaining character. Trees also help to improve the quality and amenity of 
the area. They provide cool dappled shade and improve the quality of our air. 
 
5.9 Pride and Identity 
 
The Vine Court Conservation Area faces a range of range of issues outlined above. 
This Historic Area will always change. This area’s long history and rich historic fabric are 
assets which, if wisely used, can help to produce an agreeable and interesting built 
environment, economic prosperity and a sense of pride and identity. 
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English Heritage guidance Unlisted buildings in a conservation area  
 
 
When considering the contribution made by unlisted buildings to the special architectural 
or historic interest of a conservation area, the following questions might be asked:  
 
•  Is the building the work of a particular architect of regional or local note?  
 
•  Has it qualities of age, style, materials or any other characteristics which reflect those 

of at least a substantial number of the buildings in the conservation area?  
 
•  Does it relate by age, materials or in any other historically significant way to adjacent 

listed buildings, and contribute positively to their setting?  
 
•  Does it individually, or as part of a group, serve as a reminder of the gradual 

development of the settlement in which it stands, or of an earlier phase of growth?  
 
•  Does it have significant historic association with established features such as the road 

layout, burgage plots, a town park or a landscape feature?  
 
•  Does the building have landmark quality, or contribute to the quality of recognisable 

spaces, including exteriors or open spaces with a complex of public buildings?  
 
•  Does it reflect the traditional functional character of, or former uses within, the area?  
 
•  Has it significant historic associations with local people or past events?  
 
•  Does its use contribute to the character or appearance of the conservation area?  
 
•  If a structure associated with a designed landscape within the conservation area, such 

as a significant wall, terracing or a minor garden building, is it of identifiable importance 
to the historic design?  

 
In English Heritage’s view, any one of these characteristics could provide the basis for 
considering that a building makes a positive contribution to the special interest of a 
conservation area, provided that its historic form and values have not been seriously 
eroded by unsympathetic alteration.  
 
Guidance on conservation area appraisals – August 2005  
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