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SEVENOAKS DISTRICT COUNCIL

HACKNEY CARRIAGES

BYELAWS

Made under section 68 of the Town Police Clauses Act 1847, and section 171 of the Public
Health Act 1875, by the District Council of Sevénoaks with respect to hackney carriages in the
District of Sevenoaks. 4

INTERPRETATION

1.  Throughout these byelaws “the Council” means the District Council of Sevenoaks and “the
district” means the District of Sevenoaks.

PROVISIONS REGULATING THE MANNER IN WHICH THE NUMBER OF
EACH HACKNEY CARRIAGE, CORRESPONDING WITH THE NUMBER OF
ITS LICENCE, SHALL BE DISPLAYED.

2. (a) The proprictor of a hackney carriage shall cause the number of the licence granted to
him in respect of the carriage to be legibly painted or marked on the outside and inside of
the carriage, or on plates affixed thereto.

(b) A proprietor or driver of a hackney carriage shall: -

(i) not wilfully or negligently cause or suffer any such number to be concealed
from public view while the carriage is standing or plying for hire;

(ii) not cause or permit the carriage to stand or ply for hire with any such painting,
marking or plate so defaced that any figure or material particular is illegible.

PROVISIONS REGULATING HOW HACKNEY CARRIAGES ARE TO BE
FURNISHED OR PROVIDED.

3. The proprictor of a hackney carriage shall: -

(a) provide sufficient means by which any person in the carriage may communicate with
the driver;
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(b) cause the roof or covering to be kept water-tight;

(c) provide any necessary windows and means of opening and closing not less than one
window on each side;

(d) cause the seats to be properly cushioned or covered: -

(¢) cause the floor to be provided with a proper carpet, mat or other suitable covering;
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(h)
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cause the fittings and fumiture generally to be kept in a clean condition, well
maintained and in every way fit for public service;

provide means for securing luggage if the hackney carriage is so constructed as to
carry luggage;

provide an efficient fire extinguisher which shall be carried in such a position as to
be readily available for use; and
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provide at least two doors for the use of persons conveyed in such carriage and a
separate means of ingress and egress for the driver.

The proprietor of a hackney carriage shall cause the same to be provided with a taximeter
so consiructed, attached and maintained as to comply with the following requirements, that
is to say: -

(a)

®)
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(d)

(e)
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the taximeter shall be fitted with a key, flag or other device the turning of which will
bring the machinery of the taximeter into action and cause the word “HIRED” to
appear on the face of the taximeter;

such key, flag or other device shall be capable of being locked in such a position that
the machinery of the taximeter is not in action and that no fare is recorded on the face
of the taximeter;

when the machinery of the taximeter is in action there shall be recorded on the face
of the taximeter in clearly legible figures a fare not exceeding the rate or fare which
the proprietor or driver is entitled to demand and take for the hire of the carriage by
distance and time in pursuance of the tariff fixed by the Council;

the word “FARE” shall be printed on the face of the taximeter in plain letters so as
clearly to apply to the fare recorded thereon;

the taximeter shall be so placed that all letters and figures on the face thereof are at
all times plainly visible to any person being conveyed in the carriage, and for that
purpose the letters and figures shall be capable of being suitably illuminated during
any period of hiring; and

the taximeter and all the fittings thereof shall be so affixed to the carriage with seals
or other appliances that it shall not be practicable for any person to tamper with them
except. by breaking, damaging or permanently displacing the seals or other
applia}lces.

PROVISIONS REGULATING THE CONDUCT OF THE PROPRIETORS AND
DRIVERS OF HACKNEY CARRIAGES PLYING WITHIN THE DISTRICT IN
THEIR SEVERAL EMPLOYMENTS, AND DETERMINING WHETHER SUCH
DRIVERS SHALL WEAR ANY AND WHAT BADGES.

The driver of a hackney carriage provided with a taximeter shall: -








